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THE EXPECTATION OF GOD 
“The Lord is with you, you mighty man of valour!” This was spoken by 
the angel of the Lord to Gideon. Gideon’s reply shows that he had not 
seen too much evidence of the Lord’s presence. When told it was he who 
would deliver Israel from its sin and apostasy, its worship of the false 
gods of Canaan, his reply was, “Pray, Lord, how can I deliver Israel? 
Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my 
family.” As we look at Gideon’s character we see a certain amount of 
indecision. Certainly in the beginning he is not the kind of man we 
would call a man of valour. He himself was astonished to be spoken to as 
a mighty man of valour. Yet this was God’s expectation of him. 
This brings us to the heart of our subject — “The Weakness of Man, and 
the Power of God.” How weak is man? How strong ought he be, or can 
he be? What is God’s reasonable expectation of him? 

The Power of God 
What is the power of God? How does it work? The answer is that God 
does not set out simply to display His power for its own sake. Humans 
do this—perhaps to impress. God has neither need nor desire to impress 
man. All His use of power is purposive. He purposes to create, and so He 
creates. He purposes to create and build His family, and so He does. 
Before the foundation of the world He predestines His people to be His 
sons. When man falls into sin God intends to redeem him— and He 
does. At the end of the age He will renew His entire universe. All His 
use of power—as we have said —Is purposive. 
The very creation itself is purposive. Proverbs 16:4 says, “The Lord has 
made everything for its own purpose.” Genesis 1:31 says that God when 
He had created all things saw that the creation was very good, that is 
functionally good and harmonious. Nothing is without purpose and all 
things are one. God’s power, then is concerned with upholding all things 
“by the Word of His power” (Heb. 1:3). Whilst we may see this power as 
awesome, it is also very gentle and tender. God is as concerned with a 
sparrow falling as He is with  
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the might of a mountain. He knows every hair of a man’s head. Also His 
power is personal. Ephesians 1:20 tells us that God’s power works 
towards us. Ephesians 3:20 and Philippians 2:13 tells us that God’s 
power is working, or energising within us. Romans 1:20 tells us that the 
whole creation beats out the message of God’s invisible nature. The 
visible things let us know God’s eternal power and deity. So Psalm 19:1 
says that the heavens declare the glory of God. 
 
There is another use of His power, which at first seems grim and even 
fierce. It is God’s implacable opposition to evil, and His determination to 
destroy it utterly and obliterate it from His universe. This may seem to 
be a negative use of power, but it works for a positive end—the entire 
renewal of all things which He has created. For these reasons the 
heavenly creatures (Rev. 4:11) cry out, “Thou art worthy to receive glory 
and honour and power, for thou hast created all things.” God, using His 
power to create, uses it also to sustain and renew, and bring to perfection 
that which He has created. 
 

The Power of the Godhead 
The Old Testament is vibrant with praise to the God of power. David 
cries (I Chron. 29:11), “Thine O Lord is the greatness and the power, and 
the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens 
and the earth is thine: thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted 
above all.” From the Psalms we have such ascriptions as, “Great is our 
Lord and abundant in power. “ “ He ruleth by His power forever! “ 
Psalm 62:11 sums up the matter:— “Once God has spoken; twice have I 
heard this; that power belongs to God.” The New Testament is no less 
strong in its praise, particularly in the Book of the Revelation. In 
Revelation 19:1 we read, “After this I heard what seemed to be the 
mighty voice of a great multitude crying, ‘Hallelujah! Salvation and 
glory and power belong to our God!” 
 
When it comes to the Persons of the Trinity, we find that God’s power as 
Father is used in a loving purposeful way—as we have said—to create, 
protect,  
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redeem and restore. The very fact that the entire created universe 
emerges from the Son, shows how great also is His power. “ In Him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or principalities and powers — all things were created 
through Him and for Him. “How great, then, His power! Yet this very 
power became flesh, human flesh, a man, and was known as the man 
Christ Jesus”. Of this man Paul speaks in I Corinthians 5:4 as “the power 
of the Lord Jesus.” In II Corinthians 12:9 he calls it “the power of 
Christ”. In II Peter 1:16 the writer says, “The power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
No less is the Holy Spirit, the third member of the Trinity, shown to both 
exercise power and communicate it. The patriarchs, the judges of Israel, 
prophets, kings and artisans, all evidence this special power. At least one 
prophet says, “ I am full of power by the Holy Spirit.” (Micah 3:8). We 
are told that Jesus of Nazareth was anointed with the Holy Spirit and 
with power (Acts 10:38), and Jesus told His followers that they, 
likewise, would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them. 
Our conclusion is, then, that the Godhead is the source of all power— 
“All power belongs to God”, and that the use of this power is good in 
God’s hands. What it is when man or the forces of evil use it, as we will 
see, is another matter. 
 

The Power of Man 
We are told that man is made in the image of God. We would, then, 
expect him to have power also. Of course he has power — that we know. 
He has great powers of the mind — he can invent, create, and manipulate 
the things of the universe. He has powers of personality, and also 
physical powers. His powers may be used for wrong purposes, but they 
are there. This is not to be wondered at, for if man is made in the image 
of God, then that image will not be static, but in practical fact dynamic, 
for this is how God is. 
 
The Scriptures make it clear that man is something. In Genesis 1:26-30 
man is given a great mandate to govern his world, and in Psalm 8:3-8 
God is seen as being “mindful” of man and “visiting him”. He gives  
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man great authority, power and glory. Ecclesiastes goes as far as to say 
“Thou hast put eternity into man’s heart.” Proverbs 4:23 says that the 
very issues of life flow from the depths of man. We call these the moral 
issues, such as love, goodness, righteousness, holiness and truth. They 
are the issues which greatly affect the life of the world. 

Power and Authority 
There is one important point we should note before we proceed with the 
matter of man’s loss of power. It has to do with authority, for in the 
Scriptures authority and power are related terms. In a functional world 
such as God has created, there must necessarily be authorities, otherwise 
there would be anarchy. God, of course, is King of His universe. He has 
appointed angelic authorities which are called “principalities” and 
“powers”. These exercise authority in what we call ‘the heavenlies” — 
that is the unseen realms, yet realms which relate to the visible earthly 
world and the universe. 
 
In the realm of the visible created world, man has been given authority. 
God said to him, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue 
it, and have lordship over it.” Such authority necessarily presumes ability 
or power to accomplish the authority one has been given to exercise. The 
open secret of Scripture is that when men and creatures submit to God 
then they have power to accomplish what God wishes them to do. When 
they abuse their authority, and use power unlawfully, they are judged 
and punished, if not now, fully, then fully in the ultimate time. When 
they obey higher authorities, and properly exercise the powers given to 
them, then they know the power of God operating through them. 
 
The classic example of the use of authority and power, together, is found 
in the seventh chapter of Luke’s gospel. There we are told of a Roman 
centurion, a man having authority over a hundred soldiers. He desired 
Jesus to heal his sick servant, and sent, in effect, the following message. 
“Sir, because I am a man under authority I speak with authority. Sir, as 
you are, so also I am a man under authority. When I  
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command, my men, therefore, obey. Now you simply command that my 
servant be well and it will happen.” His point is very clear. He who is 
under authority speaks with that authority, otherwise not. Our conclusion 
then is that when man was created to have authority, he was also 
expected, first to obey. When he submits he will have the effective 
power of God behind him. 

Man’s Loss of Power 
The story of Satan’s envy of God, his jealousy of the other great powers, 
and his determination to rule his fellow angels and be above them, is 
found in various parts of Scripture. We can glean the story of his 
rebellion against God. The creation of man fired him to destroy the 
creature made in the very image of God, the God of glory. He 
understood that simply to prize man away from God would break the 
power of man, and cripple him for future use by God. So his temptation 
to Eve was “You shall be like God” meaning as God. 
 
When Eve stood off from God to contemplate and examine Him, and 
also His motives in creation, and in prohibiting man from eating the fruit 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, then she had already lost 
intimate union with Him. Love does not appraise; it simply relates. The 
vital union being broken, moral power drained away. Not power to do, 
but power to do good. Suddenly God, his universe, and even her 
fellowman, were different. The breakaway from power was a breakaway 
from life as it had been essentially known and experienced. How great 
this loss was is difficult for us to estimate. It is evident that joyous, 
spiritual vitality ebbed away. Man was now afraid of God, cringing in 
His presence (Genesis 3:9-10). His thrust for pure moral action had 
withered. Man was now helpless. 

The Powerless Man 
Paul says (Romans 5:6) “When we were without strength, at the right 
time Christ died for the ungodly. He means that man was totally 
helpless. The Greek word is “asthenia”, meaning, “totally weak”, 
“helpless”. Is this true? Paul says in another place,  
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“There is no one who does good”. In yet another place he says, “In me, 
that is in my flesh (my humanity) dwells no good thing”. He means by 
these passages that man has no strength to accomplish anything truly 
moral. Yet to us it seems that men can do “good” things. This is self-
evident if we look about our community, our service organisations, and 
our aid to the poor, the hungry and the needy. Yet from the Scriptures it 
is clear that these actions of man are not acceptable to God as pure moral 
action. They have relationship with the image of God in man, but the 
motive behind them is suspect or deficient. The Scripture is adamant. 
Man is helpless. He cannot raise himself morally, much less achieve his 
own salvation. See Ephesians 2:9-10, Titus 3:3-5. 
 
Jesus said, “He who commits sin is the bondslave of sin.” He means that 
the elements which relate to sin both make and keep a man weak. Since 
he has rejected God he has also lost the power to accomplish the 
purposes for which God created him. We do not have time here to deal 
with the larger question of man’s sinfulness, his inner guilt, and 
pollution, and his consequent powerlessness to fulfil God’s will. 
However we should realise these things are very real within man. 
The Anglican Prayer Book, in its Tenth Article of Religion, sums up the 
matter very well. It says, “The condition of Man after the fall of Adam is 
such that he cannot turn and prepare himself by his own natural strength 
and good works, to faith and calling upon God: wherefore we have no 
power to do good works pleasant and acceptable to God, without the 
grace of God by Christ preventing (going before) us, that we may have a 
good will, and working with us, when we have that good will.” 
 

The Power of the Man-in Christ 
It is said, “if any man be in Christ he is a new creation”. This must mean 
that the image of God in man has been, or is being restored, and that the 
moral dynamic is again present within him. Without doubt the man-in 
Christ is exhorted, and spoken of as though he possesses such powers. 
The following New Testament Scriptures attest to this:— 
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“We are being killed all the day long. We are being accounted as sheep 
for the slaughter. Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us.” “Quit you like men; be strong.” “Resist the 
devil and he will flee from you.” “I write to you young men because you 
have overcome the evil. “ “ I can do all things in Christ.” “The weapons 
of our warfare are not wordly, but have divine power to destroy 
strongholds.” “ He who conquers . . . “ ( See Rom. 8: 36-37 I Cor. 16:13, 
James 4:7, I John 2:12, Phil. 4:13, Rev. 2:7, 17, 26 etc. cf Rev. 21:7.) 
 
This list is meant to encourage, but often it depresses, for many a man in 
Christ feels he does not conquer, that Satan does not flee, and that he 
does not always experience this sort of victory. What then, is the strength 
of believers? It is evident, from reading the Acts of the Apostles that the 
early believers possessed extraordinary powers. 
 

Man-in-Christ is Weak 
The revealing and significant phrase is “I, of myself”. This is seen in 
Romans 7:25. It is the key to understanding man’s weakness. Simply 
stated the truth is this:—”I, of myself, am helpless, too weak to 
accomplish anything of moral demand, I, in Christ, can do all things.” So 
we underline that phrase— “I, of myself”. For this reason we should read 
Romans 7:13-25. It is important that we understand what Paul is writing. 
Summed up it is this—”I find I myself, of myself to be the following 
kind of person. (i) I delight in God’s law, and wish to fulfil it. (ii) I 
purpose to do good but I find I cannot. (iii) I purpose not to do evil, but I 
cannot desist. (iv) I look within myself to find some good element by 
which I may do good, but I find none. (v) I conclude then that I am 
weak, through and through, and that sin, of itself, is more powerful than I 
am of myself. This for me is a wretched state, and I cry to be delivered. 
One day, thank God, I will be delivered from this state. (vi) Meanwhile, 
I, of myself, in my will and inner man, in intention serve God, but am 
forced in my human weakness to submit to sin.” 
 
If we do not understand this, the matter will be  
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alarming. If we do understand, then it will be liberating. We will be 
alarmed because we think sin will always defeat us. Yet notice that sin, 
whilst of itself is stronger than one is of himself, therefore I cannot be 
expected of myself to defeat it. Hence Paul says, “If then I do what I do 
not want to do, then it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells in me.” 
Not for one moment does he think he is relieved of the moral 
responsibility for his sin, but he rightly rejects the thought that he 
deliberately and willingly does it. A stronger force than he is, defeats 
him. Every time he wants to do good, sin is inevitably present with him 
to stay his hand. His hand is not strong. His will is rightly set, but he is, 
of himself, utterly powerless. 
 
If we see this we understand that man, even regenerate man, still has no 
moral power—of himself. If we recognise we have none, then we are on 
the way to the experience of power, yet not our own power, for as we 
said, we have none. Call the power the power of Christ or the power of 
the Spirit—it does not matter. It is power which is not ours but which 
comes to our aid. Paul warns “Let him who thinks he stands take heed 
lest, in fact, he fall”. This simply underlines what we have seen. 
 
Paul gives a further revelation of the danger of pride in which man lives. 
In II Corinthians chapter 12 he points out that he had been given unusual 
and high revelations. Whilst the revelations were good, yet he had been 
in danger of intense pride. It was pride which caused the downfall of 
Satan. So God, in His grace gives Paul a “stake in the flesh”, an actual 
messenger of some kind, sent from Satan, to buffet him. Paul seeks to be 
freed from the harassment but God tells him that it is for his benefit’. He 
needs such. When Paul discovered his own weakness he became quite 
excited. It led him to another revelation, the revelation that when a man 
is really weak, then he can be strong in God’s supplied grace. That is 
why we say this truth is liberating. 

Man-in-Christ is Strong 
Gideon in his modesty must have blushed when the angel said, “Gideon! 
You mighty man of valour!” But in fact the angel had said “The Lord is 
with you!” That  
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makes the difference; a fearful man, when the Lord is with him can 
become a man of valour. God’s promise was, I shall be with you, and 
you shall smite the Midianites as one man.” 
 
Notice in the Acts of the Apostles that there is much power abroad. 
There is power to proclaim the Gospel, and to get results. When they 
preach, cities come together to hear them. The message spreads rapidly. 
Faith and repentance are born in the hearers. True, there is also great 
opposition, but it is the opposition born of a strong message. Miracles 
abound, healings are many, and no one doubts that some great power is 
operating in the community. This is not only for the ancient land of 
Palestine. It is for all lands. 
 
There is power in prayer. Here it is that “the effectual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much”. Prison doors open, miracles are wrought, 
timid men become unusually bold, and evil spirits flee before this 
unaccustomed holiness of Christ’s men. All of this is happening as a 
result of a supernatural love and fellowship. These men are strong. The 
list of exhortations and claims included under our former heading do not 
seem impossible. They are the norm of the day. 
 
Man-in-Christ is strong, but note that it is in the context of being active 
obedient members of Christ’s Body, the Church. It is in the mutual 
encouragement of Christian fellowship. It is in receiving power from on 
high through the coming upon them, and the continual infilling of the 
Holy Spirit, sent by Christ and the Father. 

Areas and Situations of Strength 
The simplest way to understand the areas of strength in a believer is to 
look back at Jesus of Nazareth. We are told in Acts 10:38, “Jesus of 
Nazareth, whom God anointed with the Holy Spirit and power, who went 
about doing all manner of good, and healing all those who were 
oppressed of the devil, for God was with him.” We see that in His 
person, in the way He lived, in the things He did as He released men and 
women from Satan he always evidenced power. 
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In His life He was always dependent upon the Father. He said nothing 
and did nothing apart from His Father. Time and again in John’s Gospel 
He explains this. See John 3:35, 5:19-29, 6:43-46, 8:26-29, 14:10-11 
 
Men heard His words and said He spoke with unusual authority. They 
saw His love, His holiness, and His serenity. Closely studied his life 
yields this result that He was unique among men in His prayer life. 
We conclude then that the life of Jesus, which now is the life of the 
Church (Ephesians 1:21-23), and the same life which dwells in each 
believer, is a life which outworks itself in every situation, exhibiting the 
same power. Ministry, proclamation of the Gospel, action of the 
Kingdom, conflict against evil, release of prisoners of sin, and captives 
of Satan—all these powers which were operative in Christ, will also be 
operative in the true man-in-Christ. 

Why We Should Recognise This Strength 
Often we read the Bible, and add to this books on doctrine and Christian 
teaching, so adding to our knowledge. Yet many read without ever 
obeying, or putting into practice the things they are taught. Some reader 
may have picked up this book, being keenly interested in the subject of 
the weakness of man and the power of God. Such a reader should not go 
past this point without seeing that in Christ he has the power of Christ 
resting upon him, and he ought to go out in power. He should remind 
himself of the warning, “Take heed how you hear: for to him who has 
shall be given, and from him who has not, even what he thinks he has 
will be taken away.” To hear is to believe, and obey, to act on what one 
is told. It is not unusual, in every age of the Christian era to hear 
warnings against seeking power In fact to desire power is looked upon as 
a kind of heresy. Yet this is the very thing the church was promised. It ill 
becomes a man without power to warn against the gift of power. This 
warning may be taken as a rationalisation of that man’s lack of power. 
 
Equally it ill becomes a man to criticise an experience by which another 
comes to experience God’s power Sometimes men’s experiences 
transcend the level of 
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their theology, but that does not invalidate their experience. At the most 
it can be said they should better their theology, for they do not have to 
deny their experience. 

The Holy Spirit and Power 
It is clearly evident from the New Testament that both Christ and His 
followers received power from and through the Holy Spirit. At 
Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out, He came to convince the 
world of the truth of Jesus, and to reveal Him as Lord and Saviour. He 
did this most effectively. He also came to cause Christ to indwell the 
hearts of men and woman. This is seen in Ephesians 3:14-19, Romans 
8:9-11, and II Timothy 1: 13-14. In other words the Holy Spirit brings 
the powerful life of Jesus to reside in us. He also, in His own power 
comes to reside, effectively, within us. 
 
That is why Jesus said, “You shall receive power, the Holy Spirit coming 
upon you, and you shall be witnesses unto me in Jerusalem, and all 
Judea, in Samaria, and to the uttermost part of the earth. “ ( Acts 1:8). He 
told them (in Luke 24:49) “. . . stay in the city until you are clothed with 
power from on high.” This is exactly what happened when the Spirit 
came. The reader, therefore, should expect to have such power and 
should not hesitate to seek God in order to have such power. If he claims 
he has the power, then let him evidence it, in the carrying out of God’s 
will. 
 
We said, previously, that the power of God in the life of Jesus of 
Nazareth was evident in every aspect of His living. His power was never 
apart from a life of holiness. So with the man-in-Christ. When the Spirit 
comes man is set free from the law of sin and death (Romans 8:2), 
therefore he lives by the power of the Spirit of life. He is free (II Cor. 
3:17). He has been washed, sanctified and justified by this same Spirit (I 
Cor. 6:9-11, Titus 3:5). More than this, he is aided in the daily struggle 
against indwelling sin, and ever-present flesh. The latter is that principles 
which seeks, by means of the body desires and impulses to lead him into 
sin. Of course, as we saw, a man, of himself, is not stronger than sin or 
this flesh principle, but in the Spirit he can truly conquer. Hence Romans 
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8:13—”if you, through the Spirit do put to death the deeds of the body, 
you shall live, for as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
sons of God.” This principle is again described in Galatians 5:16-25, 
where it is shown that the Holy Spirit overcomes the striving flesh in the 
man-in-Christ who works along with the Spirit. 
The same Spirit is said to aid in every aspect of Christian living, both 
personal and corporate. He is the Spirit of prayer (Acts 2:41-42, Eph. 
6:18-20, Jude 20), the spirit of worship (Phil. 2:1-2), and the Spirit for 
conflict. 
 
This matter of conflict and suffering occupies most of the text of the 
New Testament, and would need a longer description than we have time 
to give. God’s people will always suffer persecution, but whenever 
persecution comes the Spirit is present. Peter, standing before the 
Sanhedrin is filled with the Spirit and speaks in power (See Acts 4:8 and 
compare with Matt. 10:18-20), Stephen faces cruel death with joy and 
love (Acts 7:55) because he is filled with the Spirit, and Paul faces a 
despotic magician in the same Spirit ( Acts 13:9) . Believers are exhorted 
to take the “sword of the Spirit” and to lay about the powers of darkness. 
The weapons of spiritual warfare are, says Paul, “not worldly, but have 
divine power to destroy many strongholds of Satan (II Cor. 10:1-5). The 
fact is that when a man is under the power of the “prince of the air”, the 
“god of this world” his eyes are blinded to spiritual values, and he is 
insensitive to the moral conflict. When however, the Spirit of truth 
comes, and he is made regenerate, then he becomes acutely sensitive to 
evil, and is aware of the power of darkness. Yet he is able to understand 
spiritual warfare, to cast out demonic forces, and to wrestle with the very 
authorities of darkness themselves. Of course there must be power in the 
man-of-Christ to accomplish such victories. (See II Cor. 4:,I I Cor. 2: 11) 
. 
 
The question each of us must ask is, “Do I really know this power 
working in my life?” Each must have an answer for that question. 
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The Danger of Power 
We said that many in the church today oppose the idea of power. For the 
most part they seek to use means and methods which do not offend the 
modern mind with its rationalistic approach to all the actions and events 
of life. Nothing must be supernatural. All natural forces must be 
harnessed — which is reasonable enough. However this is not the picture 
of the New Testament church. Yet it must be said that many have been 
frightened from the real thing by wild excesses exaggerated reports of 
healings, miracles and other events. Some have seen worked up 
emotional scenes, and claim that much which goes for supernatural is in 
fact psychologically manipulated uses of emotions. It must be admitted 
that these things are sometimes the case. 
 
An English statesman, Lord Acton, once uttered the now famous dictum, 
“All power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” It is 
certain that no human being can be trusted with power. He must live in 
humility and obedience in order to sustain the experience of power. God 
certainly gives “power to the faint, and to him who has no might He 
increases strength” (Isa. 40:29-31) but for the power-hungry such power 
is not available. God will not give His glory to another. The power must 
be seen to be God, Himself. This brings us to the crux of our study. 
 
In II Corinthians 4:7 it is stated, “But we have this treasure in earthen 
vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to 
us”. Simply stated it means that whilst we are in this life the glory and 
power of God will not be thought to be ours. God will see to that. Man, 
we are told, time and again in the Scriptures was made of the dust of the 
earth. If God takes away His breath, man will return to dust. Of himself 
he is “nothing”. He only exists for God’s purposes (I Cor. 8:5-6, cf. 
Col.1:15-17, Heb. 2:10) although God has beautiful purposes for him. Of 
God he is an incredible “ something”, or “someone”. This is the one of 
whom God is “mindful” and whom He constantly “visits”, to whom He 
gives a mandate of authority and a portion of power. 
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Redeemed man carries the image of God, which in one sense has been 
restored (See II Cor. 5:17, I Cor. 11:7) and in another is being restored 
(II Cor. 3:18, I John 3:3, II Cor. 4:16). Yet the vessel is earthen. When 
power and glory show themselves in or through a man they must never 
be mistaken for the man himself. That is why Paul says “ I am content 
with weaknesses . . . for when I am weak then am I strong”. He had 
prayed for God to take away his affliction, but God had said, “My grace 
is sufficient for you. for my power is made perfect in weakness”. Paul 
says he will actually boast in his weakness, for then the power of Christ 
will rest upon him. 
 
One day the vessel will no longer be earthen. Incredible as it may seem, 
the vessel will be one with the glory of God. Paul can say in II 
Corinthians 5: 1, “For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens”. In i Corinthians 15:49 he says, “And just as we 
have borne the image of the earthy (“the man of dust”), we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly (“the man of heaven “ ) . 
We conclude then, that man of himself is weak, and that it is God’s plan 
to make His own power clearly shown through the weakness of man. 
Man being weak, may yet experience the full power of God in his life. 
Another way of saying this is that Christ takes up His people into His 
Body, the Church, making them living active members, and so works 
His acts and powers through them. This He does by supplying His 
Church with the Holy Spirit, Who Himself brings all the power of the 
Father and the Son to operate in His people. This principle is clear in 
Galatians 3:5—”He who goes on supplying the Spirit to you, and goes 
on working miracles among you . . .” 

Practically Applying the Principles of Power 
We say again that we trust the reader of this study is not simply wanting 
to gain additional Biblical knowledge, but rather that he to wants to 
experience the power of God. If a man is concerned that his life 
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lacks power then he ought to apply to God for it.. This power should 
cover the proclaiming of the Gospel, daily victory over evil, in its forms 
of indwelling sin, and striving flesh. He ought also to know how to 
defeat Satan. This kind of concern is both necessary and healthy. Yet he 
must remember that the power is of God, His word, His Son, the Cross, 
and the Holy Spirit. 
The following principles, when applied should be greatly helpful:— 
 

(i) Recognise that created man is not God, but a creature dependent 
upon God. Man can never, of himself, have the power of God. When he 
is totally dependent on God, then the power of God can work through 
him. 

(ii) Sinful fallen man is in the grip of sin, guilt and evil powers, 
although he may not recognise this fact. These things prevent him from 
successful moral living, even if he were to desire such. When, however, 
his guilt is taken away through Christ and His cross, he is relieved of his 
defilement and burden of sin, and is so released from the powers of evil. 
Nevertheless, he is still, of himself, helpless. Now, however, he belongs 
to God, to Christ, and so must come into the full experience of the Spirit 
of Christ dwelling in him, and bringing the power of Christ to enable 
him to be obedient. This obedience relates to preaching the Gospel, 
witnessing to Christ, and living a life in conformity with God’s Word 
and His will. It is a life lived in the context of Christ’s Body, the Church. 
It is strengthened for prayer, and then by prayer, by love, worship, 
service and obedience. In this pattern of life God keeps supplying His 
strength and power. He also provides gifts, both natural and supernatural 
to make His power become practically effective. 

(iii) In practice we should constantly recognise our innate weakness 
and so reject pride in any accomplishment, knowing it has come from 
God. We need not reject the joy that comes from such accomplishment, 
for that is recognising that God’s power is working through us. No 
longer should we feel inferior, because of our weakness. We should 
glory in the fact knowing that then God’s power will rest upon us . 
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(v) Keeping in mind the fact that Christ is working in history, and 

that every day His plan is being worked out through His people, we 
should recognise that the power He provides through His Holy Spirit 
must be constantly drawn upon. Sometimes this is unconscious, as we 
are obedient to Him. Other times we recognise the lack of power. Hence 
we have the commands “Be aglow with the Spirit”, “Go on being filled 
with the Spirit”. “Walk in the Spirit”, “Quench not the Spirit”, “Grieve 
not the Spirit”. These are sufficient to show that we need consciously to 
walk in the Spirit and continually be filled.  
 

Conclusion in the Matter of Power  
Power is not a thing in itself; it is not something we get from God. It is 
God working in us, personally, fulfilling His will and plane. We know 
this power as we are obedient. Obedience is not the cost or price of 
power, but the way of it. :Apart from me you can do nothing.” “I can do 
all things in Christ.” If then you lack power you should not hesitate at 
this point to apply to God for it.  At the point of your hunger and 
humility God will visit you. First He makes us conscious of our need. 
Then we are moved to ask, and He is waiting to fill us with the needed 
power. “Ask and you shall receive.” 
Do not, however, be surprised if the incoming of that very power first 
deals with elements in your life that need His treatment upon them. 
Rejoice in that too, even the exposure of your own weakness and 
weaknesses, knowing that when you are weak, then you are strong.  
Go in power, you mighty man of valour! The Lord is with you — you 
shall smite the enemy as one man! By your works you shall glorify your 
Father who is in heaven .  
 
 
Further Titles of Christian Teaching Series Books and Tapes available 
on application to New Creation publications PO. Box 403, Blackwood 
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