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Dedicated to our own family, the eight 
of us. With all our faults and foibles 

we love us still. Thanks be to the Father 
of us all. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Is it nothing to you, all of you who would by-pass it? 

Finding the Father 

A book previously written entitled, ‘I Love the Father’ is now 
out of print. Some of the material contained in this volume was 
discussed in that volume. Much more, however, has been written 
in this book. We also trust that the way in which this is written 
may be easier to follow. 

What cheers us is that whereas until recently new material was 
being written concerning the Holy Spirit, now teachers, scholars 
and theologians are concentrating on a somewhat neglected 
subject, that of God as Father. The early Christian centuries saw 
a delving into Christology, that is, the Person and Work of Christ. 
Comparatively little attention was given, at least in research, to 
Pneumatology, that is the Person and Work of the Spirit. Even 
less was given to Pateriology, the Person and Work of the Father. 

We are seeing now that the doctrine of the Trinity is one of our 
most priceless possessions. Church history has shown that where 
this is neglected the Church loses much ground. Whilst it may be 
quite artificial to lay to synthesise the three branches of 
Christology, Pneumatology and Pateriology, yet these three must 
be seen together, and as a whole, for that is how it is with the 
Triune God. 
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On the practical side, a whole area of research awaits those who 
will translate the principles of authority and relationships into 
those terms our day could understand, and experience, and so 
from which it could benefit. We are not suggesting that theology 
and theological research will make us understand God as Father 
in a new way. Any faithful peasant can understand Him,  if he 
will. It is just that we have a habit of being helped and even 
influenced when the Church rediscovers .many of its ‘treasures 
new and old’. Some of these relate to the Fatherhood of God and 
the familyhood of His elect people. 

Do not be put off by such an introduction. The matter we share 
is, for the most part, quite practical. We trust it will help us to 
come to. richer knowledge d the Father and His Family. We also 
hope it will enrich our own families. If so, then all of this will 
draw us closer to one another, and make us more practically the 
Family of the Father. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

He is Father 
‘Father! My Father!’ This must have been the heart cry of the 

prodigal son in his pigsty. In another way it was the cry of Elisha 
when he was losing his earthly prophet father, Elijah (II Kings 2: 
12). It is the deepest cry of the human heart, uttered at the 
highest height of human experience. It was the cry of Jesus in 
Gethsemene. ‘Father!’1 ‘Likewise on the Cross, ‘Father!’ Once it 
was in great joy, ‘Father! Lord of heaven and earth!’ 

What, anyway, is this great cry, ‘Father!’? It is, as we have said, 
the cry of the heart. Sometimes it is in loneliness, sometimes in 
fear, sometimes in bewilderment and hurt. It can also be the cry 
of. confidence, of boldness, of assurance. Sometimes it is the Cry 
of wonder and of joy. It can issue from deep love, rich affection, 
quiet pride. He is my Father! 

To cry to God, ‘Father! My Father!’ is to enter into His 
Fatherhood, to have come into one’s sonship. This is the mystery 
of a man coming back to God, the errant son returning from the 
far land, finding out the deepest mystery that a human-being can 
experience. 

How do we break into this great mystery? Most modern readers 
are too restless ‘to concentrate for long 

                                                 
1 ‘Father’ in this context was the Aramaic word ‘Abba! (cf Romans 8:15-17 Galatians 4: 6) 
which is a family endearment term meaning ‘Dear Father or Daddy. It s a reverent and yet 
affectionate term. It was not used by man, of God, until Jesus used it in the unique 
relationship’ he possessed with the Father. 
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on any mystery, let alone break into it. This is part of our age. 
Perhaps it has always been part of human behaviour. Without 
moralising, let us strike directly towards the goal of the Father. 
Let us talk about Him a little. 

GOD IS FATHER 

Many people, especially in western civilisation, know the idea 
that God is Father. Some even accept it is a concept or a notion. 
Very few have broken through to it as a revelation. To have this 
truth revealed, and to respond to it is a monumental experience. 
It could be life-changing. As we said, to have direct relationship 
with God as Father, must be very powerful. It must also make 
one a son or a daughter. That is, a son or a daughter of God! 

The Bible says a lot about God’s Fatherhood. Some religions of 
the world talk about gods as being fathers. When one examines 
these ideas they are very different. The father-gods are severe. 
They rarely relate to man in his needs. They do not relate to man, 
calling him, ‘son!’ To be with these gods is no high experience. 

We are going to see, briefly, what the Bible says about God’s 
Fatherhood. However, first let us make a comment: 

‘No one really wants to know that God is Father.’ That is a 
surprising statement. ‘No one wants to know that God is Father’. 
Why do they not want to know? 

It is very simple. Suppose someone came to you and said, ‘I am 
your father!’ 

If you were an orphan, you might get excited to have discovered 
your father. Even then you might be wary. To have a father is to 
be subject to him. It is a relationship which makes some kind of a 
demand. Also, 
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somewhere authority is involved. Authority presupposes being in 
subjection to another. 

If you were not an orphan you would remember your own 
father- with joy or sorrow. If with joy, then you would not want 
another father. If with sorrow, then you would not care for a 
second such experience. 

If you were told that God is your Father, then you could get very 
angry. It would mean that you would have to face up to God as to 
your father, only more SO. 

You would think people would rush the idea of God being 
Father, Not a bit of it. They know a father is head over his 
children. Many children resent their father from the beginning. 
They resent authority. Let us be as simple as that. Few people 
like authority. Some like to exercise it. Fewer like to come under 
it. So we would not like to know God as Father. 

We would not like to know He is Father because that is a very 
intimate relationship. It is a direct relationship. It is a 
demanding relationship. Many people say, ‘Thank you, no!’, They 
say, ‘I am not interested in God as Father. It is a pretty idea, but 
it does not appeal to me’. 

If you want to see the classic rejection of God as Father read the 
Gospel of John in the New Testament. The .more Jesus said God 
was his, Father, and God was Father, the angrier they became. 
Finally, on the point of his Sonship they crucified ‘him. They did 
not want him to be the Son. They did not want Ms Father’s 
Fatherhood. It was far too demanding. It was far too close at 
hand, immediate, confronting. 

Probably, if you are a run-of-the-mill person, you will just about 
have lost interest in what I am saying. You will perceive that 
what we are heading for is 
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a full scale examination Of the Fatherhood d God. This could be 
quite dangerous, as it may bring you right up to God as Father. 
You might—if you have not done so before— cry ‘Dear Father!’ 
and so come to know God as your Father. 

Whilst this may be dangerous it would also be thrilling. It 
would bring life to its highest peak. 

INFORMATION ON THE FATHERHOOD 

One passage in the Bible (Romans 1: 18-32) says that men once 
knew God. In fact the passage says that all of creation constantly 
beats out the message regarding God. If you will, you, can hear it. 
If you do not wish to, then you will not hear it. Men heard the 
message, and found it to be too demanding. 

By ‘too demanding’ we mean that whenever a father, ‘who is 
any kind of a father, is present in the home, he too, becomes 
demanding. He demands some Son of order. He even requires 
obedience. He often demands work. True, he cares, provides, loves 
and directs. Yet that is the trouble. We all want to do our own. 
thing. We wish to be autonomous. 

Few of us relish direction and correction. Some of us’ ‘toe the 
line’. But we .do little more. When it is barely our hour to fly the 
nest, we are gone. By that time we have had enough of 
fatherhood. We may, or may not have had enough of motherhood. 
That is another question to which we will eventually 

The Romans passage says that man rejected, totally, the nature 
of God as He is. Part of that nature is His Fatherhood. When we 
say ‘part’ we ‘mean ‘all’. because He is first Father before He is 
anything else. He is of course Creator and Redeemer, but these 
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must be seen and understood in-the light of His Fatherhood. 
In the New Testament of the Bible, that is, its later, Christian 

section, we find plenty of mentions of God as Father. In the Old 
Testament, which had mainly to do with the history of the Jews, 
we find few references to God as Father. It was in the early days 
that man rejected the knowledge of God. 

When man rejected the knowledge of God he went into idolatry 
and repudiated the idea of God being Father. It was an idea 
which had yet to be recovered. To put it another way, God chose 
to gradually uncover this truth. Perhaps too much at once would 
have caused man to draw back. 

As we said, the truth of. God being Father is not easy to take. 
Once taken, of course, a man is never the same again. 
Let us look as some of the information in the Old Testament 

about God as Father. 
In one place (.Psalm 103: 13) we read that ‘Like as a father 

pitieth his children, so the Lord pities those who fear him’. Notice 
here that He is not Father. He is only like a father. He has 
fatherly characteristics. Yet He is not a Father. Not, anyway in 
this particular context. 

In some places He is even likened. to a mother but that does not 
make Him Mother. 

Luke 3:38 says, ‘Adam was the son of God’. That must mean 
that Adam, made in the image of God, was intended to reflect 
God’s Fatherhood by being one of His sons. Adam very soon put a 
stop to that. He rebelled against God. He did not wish merely to 
be .like God, but he wanted to be m God. The son wanted to be as 
the Father. 
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This must reflect what other men felt when they rejected the 
knowledge of God. So that part of God being Father was finished. 

ISRAEL IS A SON. 

We find in many places in the Old Testament that Israel is 
referred to as a son of God, or even as the son of God. In one place 
(Exodus 4: 22) God commands the Pharaoh of Egypt in these 
words, ‘Thus says the Lord, Israel is my first-born son, and I say 
to you, “Let my son go that he may serve me”; if you refuse to let 
him go, behold, I will slay your first born son’. God was saying 
that Israel was to Him, what Pharaoh’s first son was to him. This 
was a very deep tie. 

A similar thought occurs in another passage, Hosea 11: 1. Here 
it says, ‘When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I 
called my son’. So truly was Israel a son, that this passage could 
later be applied to Christ the very Son of God, cf Matthew 2: 14-
15. 

Israel took up this idea of sonship many times. In Isaiah 63:16 
the rejected Israelites, in exile, cry out to God, ‘Thou art our 
Father though Abraham does not know us, ‘and Israel does not 
acknowledge us, thou, O Lord, ‘art our Father, our Redeemer 
from of old is thy name’. In the next chapter they say, ‘O, Lord, 
thou art our Father’. In Malachi 2 the Israelites ask, ‘Have we not 
all one Father? Has not one God created us’. There are other 
similar passages. 

Also there are some passages which speak of Israelites as being 
sons, or children of God. We have seen that the whole people of 
Israel was looked upon corporately as being a son, or the son of 
God. Yet personally each Israelite is looked upon as a child of 
God, thus reinforcing the idea of God being Father. 

One passage confirming this is Deuteronomy 14: 1-2 

FATHER! MY FATHER! 

 9

— ‘You are the sons of God . . . you are a people holy to the Lord 
your God’. Again in Jeremiah 3: 14, 19 and 22 we have such 
statements (addressed to Israel) as, ‘Return, O faithless 
children... I thought you would call me “My Father!” . . . Return O 
faithless sons’. In Hosea l: l0 it is prophesied that Israel, rejected 
and in exile, will be ultimately called ‘Sons of the living God’. 

These passages are enough to show, in the Old Testament, that 
the idea of God being Father is by no means absent. 

It is also a known fact that in the few hundreds of years 
between the Old and the New Testament, this idea of God being 
Father was growing. With some it was that God was like a 
Father, rather than actually being Father. In fact, we have it on 
very good authority that prior to Jesus, no man ever dared to call 
Him ‘Abba!’ So far as we know, Jesus was the first-though not the 
last- to call Him that! 
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CHAPTER TWO 

Further Information on the Fatherhood 

As we say, it is not easy to accept the idea that’ God is Father. 
We do not have to accept the idea that He is like a father. If He 
were, then this would give us a’ low view of God. No father has 
ever been perfect! Also it would mean that God would, in a sense, 
derive His character from what a man is. Some people call this an 
‘anthropomorphism’, meaning-that you look at what a man is, 
enlarge that (many times) and then — hey presto!— you have 
God. 

That is not a very elevating idea. 
God, then is not like a father. For that matter He is not a 

father. If He were a father He would simply be one amongst 
many, even if the best. No: we mean He is the Father. Better still 
He is Father.  

 
This fact is not easy to grasp at first. 
Paul shows us what it means. He says, ‘I bow my knees before 

the Father, from whom all fatherhood (or, familyhood) is named, 
on earth, and in heaven’. The verse can be translated in two or 
three ways, but it really means that all true fatherhood, or 
familyhood, which man experiences, is derived from the true 
Father, God. 

 
In this case, man’s fatherhood is derived, whilst God’s is the 

reality of Himself, He gets it from nowhere, and it is like nothing. 
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This is a very wonderful fact As we say, ‘God is essentially 
Father’. 

What do we mean? We mean that His true being is simply being 
Father. This is reinforced when we see that there never was a 
time when the Father was not Father, because there never was a 
time when the Son was not Son. You can also say it the other 
way: ‘There never was a time when the Son was not Son, because 
there never was a time when the Father was not Father’. 

Whichever way you look at it, it is remarkable.  
It also has problems. It means we must set aside our ideas of 

earthly fatherhood, and get a new set of ideas concerning true 
(essential) Fatherhood. 

This will not be easy. Probably millions of people have rejected 
God because they have thought of Him as being like an earthly 
father. Also they may have read history in such a way as to think 
Him less than some good fatherhood they have known. 

Either way God has been rejected as Father. There is also a 
third possibility. It is this: somewhere, deep down, man may 
have a concept, a memory, an understanding of God as 
being the true and good Father. This idea, with its demand 
for obedience, could be a powerful reason for rejecting God.  

WHAT KIND OF FATHERHOOD? 

As we have said, ‘You have to have a new idea of fatherhood, in 
order to understand God’s Fatherhood’. 

That is true. We will see later that God has to do a lot to get 
under man’s guard, and show him His Fatherhood. This very fact 
makes writing a book difficult. It makes teaching the Fatherhood 
of God very difficult. It made things difficult for Jesus when he 
tried to do this. He said, in effect, ‘Just by staying with you, I 
can’t really get the idea, or the fact through to you. 
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So the Father and I will send the Holy Spirit. He can get down 
into men, and communicate the truth of it’. 

Yet we all have minds. We can all listen to ideas. We can put 
the ideas together and arrive at some conclusions. The difficult 
thing is whether, seeing the ideas, we will go along with them. 

What, then, are some of the ideas of God’s Fatherhood? 
Paul gave a good description. He said, concerning God’s family, 

‘There is one God and Father of us all’. At that point he was 
talking about the unity of the family — God’s family. 

He meant that the Father is above the family. He is not locked 
out of it, but then He is not locked into it. He is above it. He has 
authority over it, and works for its good. He directs, controls, 
corrects, helps, provides. His being ‘above’ is not authoritarian, 
harsh, domineering, but both gracious and firm. 

Also, says Paul, ‘He is through all, and in all’. 
He means that the Father is not locked in, anymore than He is 

locked out of the family. 
He is the present, personal, loving and caring Father. He 

relates in person to each member of the family. He causes it to 
have the family spirit, to cohere as a living group. 

Jesus Himself gave many pictures of the Father, and we shall 
look as some of these. Later we will try to have a total look at His 
Fatherhood, but at the moment let us look at aspects of it. 

THE FATHER-PROVIDED 

In the sermon on the mount, Jesus kept talking about men 
having intimate relationship with their Father. They could go 
into their closet and pray to Him, privately, and He would be 
there to hear them. 
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The Father was not .mean. You could pray and say, ‘Give us 
this day our daily bread’. That meant that He would provide all 
you needed. 

There was no point in becoming anxious about the future. It had 
enough problems without you adding to them! You were not to 
worry about food and clothing. You were to seek the Kingdom (ie. 
the rule and reign) of God, placing it first, and the other things 
would come naturally. 

The Father; provided for the needs of birds and vegetation: how 
much more He cares for men. Even wicked men are given the sun 
and the rain as much as the obedient children of the Father. 
Where men made out God to be their enemy, and hated and 
opposed Him, this did not change His mind. He loved them all, 
and would go on providing for them. 

 Incidentally, if you look at Acts 14: 15, and 17:25 you will see, 
in their contexts, that the apostles were saying the same thing—
God provides for men, out of His Father—love—’life and breath. 
and everything’. 

We could examine this much more deeply, but in fact it drives 
us back to the very Creator-nature of God, and that is what we 
want to see. 

THE CREATOR-FATHER 

You may remember that in Isaiah 64 we saw the exiled 
Israelites saying, ‘O Lord, thou art our Father, we are the clay, 
and thou art our potter: .we are all the work of thy hands’. 

Of course they may have meant that He had fashioned them 
into Israelites, and so they were (specially) His children. On the 
other hand they would have been thinking about their creation, 
also. 

When we go back to creation we have to remember one thing. 
Before God created He was already Father, He had His Son. 
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This has significance, because it I means that He created as 
Father and not simply, only 

Just ponder that idea before yon go on to our next thought. 
You see, this idea would never have struck us, had Paul not 

said ‘Before the foundation of the world He chose us in him 
(Jesus) to be holy and blameless before Him’. 

By this Paul means God wants His people to be before Him in 
eternity—whatever that is. 

‘Then Paul went on to say, ‘He predestined us, in love, to be His 
sons’. 

‘This means that God had purposed to be Father to His family 
of sons. 

This means that He wished to show His Fatherhood by His 
family. Of course—that is the only way a father can show his 
fatherhood (good or otherwise!) his family. 

We have been saving a verse, from the Old Testament, which 
speaks of this Fatherhood-Family and show-the-Father’s-glory 
principle. 

It is Isaiah 43: 6-7, 
‘I will say to the north, “Give it up” 
And to the south, “Do not withhold,’  
bring my sons from afar  
and my daughters from the end of the earth,  
everyone who is called by my name,  
whom I created for my glory, 
whom I formed and made.’  

It is clear from this passage that God intends, in the ultimate to 
show His Fatherhood, by the glory of His children. 

 This is in ‘agreement with the term Paul uses’ for God 
(Ephesians 1: 17) ‘The Father of glory’. It can mean either that 
God creates all the glory that exists, 
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or that He is Father of the Son who is glorious. It could also mean 
that His glory, as Father, is shown by His children, as also by His 
unique Son. 

It could mean, and probably does mean, all these things. 
Also in Ephesians 1:12-14 Paul shows that both Jews and 

Gentiles will be ‘to the praise of His glory’. This means they will 
reflect the glory of Fatherhood, in the glory of Sonship, that is, in 
the glory of Familyhood. 

In saying all this, we have almost lost our initial point— that 
God created as Father. 

In our next chapter we will return to this. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

The Father and the World—Home 

God undoubtedly created a beautiful universe. As He did so, 
piece-by-piece, He said, ‘It is good’. 

When He concluded creating it, He said, ‘It is very good’. 
He meant it was functionally good. He meant that everything in 

it was for a purpose. It reflected Him as He is. He is purposeful. 
Most of all He intended two things: (1) That He would gather 

His family out of men and women, and eternalise them. 
‘Eternalise’ is a strange word, but it means that He would make 
them His children forever and they would be with Him forever. 
(2) He also planned to eternalise His creation.2 There are many 
passages concerning this, the most famous of which is Romans 8: 
18-30. There the creation finally escapes decay and corruption. It 
is ‘set’ forever, in what we call creational liberty. This is also 
called ‘the glorious liberty of the children of God!’ 

How fine a plan! Wonderfully enough, every part of it was 
related to men and women becoming the children of God. 

Rightly understood, then, this universe is the home 

                                                 
2 Man and Creation are not, of themselves eternal. They are mortal; they are Corrupt. Whilst 
God may choose to give ceaseless existence to both they are not of themselves eternal. To 
give them true immortal is to glorify them forever, cf I Corinthians 2:8 ff, Philippians 
Romans 8: 18-25. 
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of man, and will ultimately be the eternal home, thus 
corresponding with man’s eternal nature, which God will give 
him. If man will be eternal, then his universe will have to be 
likewise. 

It is quite breath-taking. 
Before we turn away from the idea as too incredible to be 

believed let us consider a few other points.  

THE NATURE OF THE CREATED WORLD-HOME 

The description of Eden, the home-centre of created man, is 
most interesting. Describing the garden, and that every tree was 
both attractive to the eyes, and its fruit good to eat, the 
geographical location includes a description of precious metals 
that surely indicates an industrial age to come. 

When we see that everything is both functional and purposeful 
(see I Timothy 4: 4, 6: 17, Psalm 104, etc.) then we realise that 
this world is very beautiful. The fact that both the heavens and 
the earth will one day be purged only means that their essential 
nature is good. 

Since its comes from the hand of God, that is what we would 
expect. 

Yet it comes not only from the hand of the Father, but also from 
the hand of the Son. We are told in various passages that God 
created by His Son (Hebrews 1: 2-3), and that all things were 
created in Him and for Him (Colossians 1: 15-17) and that 
nothing was made apart from Him, the Word of God (John 1:1-3). 

Another passage gives us the nature of all things as relating to 
the Father, ‘For us there is one God, the Father’ and to Jesus as 
Lord, ‘And one Lord, Jesus Christ’. This is very revealing. It tells 
us that every person, to be a true existent within the creation 
must relate first to God, as Father, and then to His Son, Jesus 
Christ. 
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It is! interesting that two involuntary utterances of the children 
of God are the following, and both cannot be made, purely, apart 
from the Holy Spirit They are: ‘Abba!’ and ‘Jesus! Lord!’. Both 
come from the Spirit Who is called ‘the Spirit of His Son’, and ‘the 
Spirit of your Father’ (see Galatians 4: 6, cf Romans 8: 15, I 
Corinthians 12: 3). 

The world, then, is made by the Father, and the Son, together 
with the Creative Father-Son Spirit. Quite incredible. It must 
mean that the creation is very much a Father-Son thing. 

No wonder it is most beautiful. 
There is another thought. At the moment much that is in this 

world-home is not good. It is distorted, cruel, evil, selfish. Much of 
the actual beauty of creation has been exploited by the greedy. 

We do not need to moralise. Prophetic truth tells us that one 
day this overlay of evil will be purged and the true nature of the 
home will be seen. There will be no room for misunderstanding it. 

There will be no impurity, no hurt. ‘They, will not hurt or 
destroy in all my holy mountain’, says the Lord. 

Meanwhile, fouled up as it is in part: it is still the home. 
He is still the father. He still cares. He still provides. Those who 

trust Him in their need will know this. 
Yet, even the ,trustful are caught up in the anguish of the 

creation. They too, groan, waiting for the ultimate day. 
This does not ‘stop them knowing the Father. 
Sometimes, it can be said, .’The greater the need, the greater 

the knowing’. 

THE NATURE OF THE CREATED SONSHIP, FAMILYHOOD 

Adam, made in the image of God, was upright 
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(Ecclesiastes 7: 29). He had the universe in his heart (Ecclesiastes 
3: 11). He was crowned with glory and honour. Everything was 
put under his feet (Psalm 8). There is more than a hint that he 
was. intended to reign, not only over his created era or aeon, but 
a greater one to come (cf Hebrews 2:5 if). 

Man was very rich, very regal, very noble. He displayed the 
glory of God. He must have revelled in his creaturehood, trusting 
the Father. 

He must have revelled in being purposeful. He had had a whole 
programme given to him, which was to occupy man through the 
centuries —being fruitful, filling up the world with families, and 
having control over it—its powers and resources. 

To fulfil such a command, and to complete such a mandate, 
would require all the resources God had placed within him. 

When you think of it—what resources does it take to have a 
family, raise and train them? What fatherhood, what 
motherhood, what familyhood? The mind becomes thoughtful. 
Pondered, we see the demands are high. 

Yet the demands are never beyond men, as men. Not when they 
relate to the Father .as the Father, and the Son as Lord. However 
that is part of the story we are going. to investigate, and fight 
now. we had better not anticipate it. 

What we can say is that the sonship of Adam, and the 
daughterhood of Eve, rightly operating, would have given a 
beautiful family to the world. 

It did not work out like that. The first. son was a murderer. 
Something very sad must have happened, for this to have 

eventuated.  What happened? The answer is, in theological’ 
terms: 
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the fall of man. 
In what way, then did he fall?  

MAN AND THE LOSS OF SONSHIP 

Adam rebelled. It should be put as clearly as that. He wanted to 
do his own thing, be himself, independent of God. We all know 
that urge, with our own families. Particularly do we feel this 
towards one or other of our parents, or both. 

Rebellion is one thing. Its consequences are another. Adam was 
separated from God. Mankind, in the loins of Adam, gave its 
proleptic applause. We mean it agreed with the rebellion and 
looked forward to living in that independence. Today we call this 
autonomy self-rule. 

You can put it in many ways. Adam cut the moorings from the 
Giver-of-Life. He was lifeless. Existence as such went on. Its real 
elements, however, had drained away. Creaturehood wilted, 
servanthood sagged, sonship atrophied. The awryness of non-
sonship, nonservanthood, non-creaturehood brought deep 
anguish. 

Anguish became part of man. Man lives with this anguish, and 
does not really expect to be free of it, except sometimes in fleeting 
flashes of pleasure. Drugs sometimes sedate the anguish. 
Sometimes they stimulate to momentary ‘high’. ‘Lows’, however, 
deep down in the human spirit, are habitual. 

We call it the guilt of not-being. We call it the guilt of opting out 
of true life. We call it the anguish of not-true-being. We can give 
it many names. 

One name could be perpetual-filial-rebellion. Man could be 
called an errant son. He could be called one who sins, and his sin 
could be named ‘unfilial disobedience’. 

However not all agree that man was created as a son. Some 
agree he was created to be a son. Some simply 
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see sonship as a gift which comes with redemption. Even then, for 
some, it is rather a cold arrangement made by God, called 
‘adoption’. 

To those who think in this latter way, God is Creator, Judge 
and Redeemer. He is gracious to give us adoption, but He is not 
essentially Father to man. That is, He is as a Father when He 
redeems man. Adoption is a good thing, and the Fatherhood is a 
good thing. 

To others, God has always created man to be a son, even though 
he refuses to be so. These see man as a son by creation, but as one 
who has abdicated his sonship. 

 
It is about this created sonship we want to speak. Then, later, 

we can speak about his new sonship. You could call this his 
redemptive sonship, meaning God has brought him back from his 
slave–state, to a son–state. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

Man Created as a Son 

Some years ago, in what is called liberal theology, much was 
made of a certain teaching. It taught the universal Fatherhood of 
God, and the universal brotherhood of man. It meant that God 
was by creation Father to all men, and all men are brothers. 

An extension of this teaching was that no human being would 
be lost, eventually. How could God allow one of His children to 
suffer —especially to suffer for ever? It also implied that if we 
realised how much we are brothers, we would begin to live that 
way. 

Of course it emphasised our finding the Fatherhood of God as a 
fact, and living by it. All of this, with its error, had more than a 
grain of truth. 

When Luke says ‘Adam was the son of God’ he is simply putting 
a climactic end to a genealogy of Jesus. Nevertheless he is telling 
a truth. Some theologians say that this is the creation of 
origination. They mean that God originated us, and only in this 
loose sense can we be said to be God’s children. 

We said before that man rejected true knowledge of God, and in 
doing so, rationalised away the Fatherhood of God. Others 
suggest that whilst God has always been Father, it is a truth 
which we come to only slowly, and then by revelation. They say 
that it has taken all 
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the milleniums until Jesus to bring it through, for man was not 
ready for it, until then. 

This could be true. What is clear enough is that Paul expects to 
be understood when he tells Greek pagans that God is Father. We 
read of this in Acts chapter 17. 

In this passage he describes the marvellous nature of God, 
saying He has made all the families (nations) of the earth from 
one man. He then quotes a Greek poet as saying, ‘In Him we live 
and move and have our being’. Paul thinks this is a very good 
description of man. 

He goes on to give another pagan-poet quote, ‘We are His 
offspring’. It does not matter much that the god referred to here is 
Zeus. They understand the principle of God from this. So, then, 
we are the offspring of God. The word ‘offspring’ is a good one. It 
is used elsewhere in the Bible, to speak of children. 

Then Paul uses a brilliant deduction. He says, in effect, ‘You 
have many gods. If these are true, then you should call them 
Father!’ He is really saying, ‘You should say “Abba!” to the idol, 
which of course would be nonsense, and God commands all men, 
everywhere, to repent of such nonsense, and turn to Him’. 

Paul is inferring they should see God as Father, since this was 
so creationally. 

Probably at the back of his mind was a statement of the Prophet 
Jeremiah who spoke to his nation in a time of idolatry. He said: 

As a thief is shamed when caught 
 So the house of Israel shall be shamed;  
They, their kings and their princes, 
 their priests and their prophets,  
who say to a tree, ‘You are my father’, 
 and to a stone, ‘You gave me birth’. 
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THE PROVIDER-FATHER AND THE CHILDREN 

We have seen that, in the Old Testament, Israelites thought of 
God as Creator-Father (Isaiah 64: 8). This may have been 
because they also knew Him to be their covenant-Father (Malachi 
2: 10). In other words He provided especially for Israel. 

There is truth in this thought. If ‘this is so,. then all the 
thoughts addressed to people, in the Sermon on the Mount, are 
addressed only to Israelites, and at that, true Israelites. Many 
passages in the Scriptures shows us that he is only a true 
Israelite who obeys God from the heart. Blood relationship with 
Abraham is a good start, but it is not enough in itself. 

Many theologians and Bible-scholars therefore limit all 
reference to God as Father, to those within Israel. Any advance 
on this thought is simply that wherever men have faith in God 
then He becomes their Father. 

There are, however, other things to consider. Hebrews 12: 9, 
whilst addressed to Christians, has a universal slant when it says 
of God that He is ‘the Father of all spirits’, meaning all people. 
Whilst the word ‘all’ is not written it is inferred. 

Again, in John 4. 23 where Jesus is speaking to a Samaritan 
woman the words are, ‘The hour is coming, and now is, when the 
true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth 
for such the Father seeks to worship him’. The inference here is 
that God is Father, whether a person be Jew or Samaritan, or 
anyone, and that His Fatherhood is prior to all things. This is no 
‘proof-text’ for universal Fatherhood however. 

It is doubtful, therefore whether the Sermon on the Mount, 
whilst spoken primarily to the apostles, and secondarily to Jews, 
can be confined to them. It has a broader sense, in which God 
attends to all men, 
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treating them as His children, and caring for them, no matter 
how deep and dark their rebellion (cf Matthew 5: 43-48). 

If Israelites be called the natural children of God, then how 
difficult their entrance into the Kingdom of heaven is made to be, 
for Pharisees do not have the right kind of righteousness, but 
harlots and sinners—actual outcasts from Israel- seem to have a 
better chance. 

One conclusion seems best of all the choices. It is this. Man has 
been created to be a son, but has abdicated his sonship. Covenant 
love ‘of God has given opportunity to those called the people of 
God to come into true sonship. Not all who outwardly relate to 
that covenant inwardly relate to God, and so not all know Him as 
Father. 

One theologian put it well. He said, ‘God is the Father of all 
men, but not all men are the children of God’. 

Hence, when in John 1: 11-13, people believe on Christ, and 
receive Him they are given authority to become children of God. 
No one is a child of God by natural birth. 

This does not mean, however, that God did not create man as a 
son. It means that whatever sonship man had by creation he 
himself has rejected. In this way he has placed himself outside 
the Fatherhood of God. No one has part in a universal sonship by 
natural birth. 

THE LONELINESS OF NON-SONS 

We have touched briefly on what it is to be a non-son. One is 
disjointed, awry, out of living harmony. One is against what one 
is. One refuses to be a son, and one lives in the consequent 
anguish of that refusal. 
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One seems not even to know that one has refused sonship. One 
is a prodigal in a far off land. The pigs eat the husks, and the 
errant son remembers the warmth of the father’s home, and the 
food that was there. 

Do we remember the home? Do we have holy nostalgia? Are we 
visited with homesickness? Is this what the poets puzzle about? Is 
this what makes an existentialist-philosopher comment, when he 
sees the human situation—’This existence is absurd’? 

Is this what makes another say of his freedom to be himself, 
‘This freedom is obscene’? He loathes the burden of making 
decisions. Make them against what, and to what purpose? Where 
are we going? Are we, in fact, going? 

These are some of the freedoms outside the family which make 
us lonely. We freeze with fear at the suggestion of an ordered 
universe, a relational situation, especially a God and Father. 

In Romans 1:19-32 Paul traces the filial rebellion. He does not 
call it such. It is just man refusing God and His nature. God 
successfully gives man up to what he is doing. He is first being 
idolatrous. The little fathers of gods promise him much, but they 
give nothing. 

Then he becomes immoral. He gives the purity of his body over 
to illicit acts. He cannot stop. He treads a treadmill of wrong 
action, consequent guilt, and further wrong action. 

He goes on to perverse action in illicit sex. There is no end to 
these. 

If that were not enough he comes into a reprobate mind. This 
means his sensing of good and evil has changed. He cannot now 
discern, nor does he want to do so. So he enters the final ferment 
of unfilial 
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action, hating God, and tasting every kind of evil. 
He is in the pig sty. There are husks before him, but even they 

are more than what he has. All he has, of himself, is less than 
hush. 

This is unfilial loneliness. Nothing of the great relational world 
is his. He has debauched it. He has broken all the beautiful ties. 

It has happened in the world-home. It happens in the small 
family home. It happens with his wife, with her husband, with 
the children. 

Unfilial being, and unfilial action bring terrible loneliness. 
Does, then, the Father leave us there? Does he understand the 

‘awful awryness, the dissociated acts of existence, the 
disorientation from that centre of all relational being— the 
Father? 

Oh, yes, He understands, without doubt. He understands. Being 
Father, He understands. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

The Planned Family 

We have come up with the idea that God planned a family, in 
fact His family. Now is that just an idea, or does the Scripture in 
fact present it? We have seen in Ephesians 1:3-7 that He 
predestined us, in love, to be His sons. Sons with a father, must 
constitute a family. 

We have also seen in Isaiah 43:6-7 that He calls those who are 
His people, His ‘sons and daughters’. Reference to these can also 
be seen in Hosea 1: 10, and II Corinthians 6: 17-18. Of course, the 
prayer (in the Lord’s Prayer) ‘our Father’ is enough to assure us 
that God considers His people as His family, and then other 
references tumble in to reinforce the fact. 

Later, in this book, we will see the nature and purpose of the 
family, as well as its ultimate climax, in time, but at the moment 
we have a few primary facts to consider. 

The most obvious one is that God has His family, because that 
is how He is— Father. It sounds almost ridiculous to say that He 
was not satisfied with one Son. That Son, as His Son, completely 
satisfies Him. Yet His intention is to have a family. Revelation 
7:9-11 describes the family as a ‘multitude such as no man can 
number out of every nation and people 
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and kindred and tribe and tongue’. We have to admit that that is 
quite a family! 

We can say that quantitatively, His Fatherhood is shown 
(‘explicated’ say the theologians) by the number and inclusiveness 
of His children. Qualitatively, His Fatherhood is shown by the 
fact that every child of His will be totally in the image of His Son 
(Romans 8: 29, I John 3: 2-3). This means that all will be mature, 
and have the same .kind of character as His Son. It is a breath-
taking thought. 

From this point on one can indulge in fantastic speculation. 
Such as ‘God has multiplied His Son’s Sonship in the sonship of 
so many’, or ‘Out of His creative being God has filled His universe 
with sons of glory, to inhabit eternity, and to work His continuing 
will’. The mind boggles at the possibilities, but it is best for us to 
settle for what is revealed. 

One element remains to be described. A family is not simply the 
aggregate of the members which constitute it. It is not simply the 
total number of its members. The family has an extra element to 
numbers, as such. It has been called ‘esprit de corps’ or ‘the 
spirit of the family’, or, ‘the ethos of familyhood’. We mean that 
there is ‘familyness’ as against simply a grouping together of 
related people. This flows from God. Hence every family is 
derived from Him. 

What we hope to see is that the family is not an arbitrary thing. 
There is nothing fortuitous, or haphazard about it. It is the 
functional unit which God creates. 

For this reason persons mature much more rapidly within a 
family. Perhaps they never mature outside of it. It may even be 
indispensable to the maturation of any person. Later we will 
follow up this. interesting thought. 
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FAMILY COMES FROM FATHERHOOD 

Out of being wife and husband comes the experience of 
becoming mother and father. Out of motherhood and fatherhood 
comes familyhood. The primary relationship, in the universe, is 
fatherhood. 

This point is so important that we ought to emphasise it. The 
primary relationship in the universe is Fatherhood.3 Jesus once 
said, ‘Call no man on earth your father. You have one Father, 
who is in heaven’. 

He was speaking to the custom of giving to a man the 
prerogatives of God. They would call a special man ‘Father’, 
meaning he alone had the teaching which was ultimate. They 
related to him after this manner. 

Jesus opposed this. ‘You are primarily taught from God. He is 
the true Father, the true Teacher, the true Lord. Don’t give such 
position and authority to any man’. 

He did not, of course, mean that a son was not to accept his 
.father as father. Paul could speak of being the spiritual father of 
many, and he called Timothy his son in the faith. Yet Paul never 
took the place of God as Father. 

Seeing there is one Father, we become sons by relating to Him. 
There is one God and Father who is above all. His is the primary 
authority. 

As in the Divine, so in the earthly. He is ‘our Father who is in 
heaven’. On earth are our fathers ‘who are on earth’. We have to 
give them primary obedience. We have to accept their rule, as 
well as live by their help and direction. 

Out of this understanding and obedience grows true 

                                                 
3 We mean that if Fatherhood is primarily in God’s relational and authority order, then this 
is how It should be in the nuclear family. In fact, in any family, where the father abdicates 
his responsibility, problems must emerge. Likewise where paternal affection is absent 
discipline will become harmful domination. Love, as always, is the key to true family 
relationships 
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familyhood. We will later see the implications of such fatherly 
oversight, and filial obedience. Yet let us repeat the point — 
familyhood grows primarily out of fatherhood. Motherhood is 
necessarily and properly also involved. However the primary 
author of the family is the father. 

We are out of the Family, if We are out of the Father. How do 
we come to know the Father? How do we come to the Father? 

THE REVELATION OF THE FATHER 

We have come to a hump. We have come to the greatest problem 
confronting man. We have come to the most difficult of all tasks- 
either revealing the Father, or coming to Him. 

To come to the Father has such demands that man does not 
wish to come. Such confrontation is totally demanding of a 
changed life, transformed modes of living—new everything. 
Whilst the relational relief would seem to be good, the personal 
demands would appear excruciating. To say this is not to use 
words lightly. 

Man hates God— hates Him in any of His modes of operation. 
The Bible discloses that man is guilty before God when he sins. 
This makes him fear God. Also he feels inferior, even despicable. 
He cannot afford to feel this way, nor does he want to. So his hate 
for God is born, and increases with every guilt, as also every guilt 
triggers off new acts of disobedience and rebellion. 

It is not a very pretty picture. No one — not anyone in the 
world—can be quite objective about this guilt-sin-disobedience-
hatred thing. Man is so involved in it, that research of it as such 
is well nigh impossible. Fatherhood, that is to say Divine 
Fatherhood, is at 
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once all too beautiful, and all too demanding to be grasped. Man 
avoids and evades it. He has learned, in some measure, to live 
with his guilt, his pain, his disjointedness, and awryness. 

To him it seems better than being confronted by God, especially 
by God as Father. 

How then, do you revelate God as Father? The answer is, ‘You 
cannot’. 

JESUS THE REVELATOR. 

If your mind can take a proposition which is slightly 
complicated then give this one time and thought. It is this: Man 
does not want to know the Father. Jesus (the Son) came to 
revelate the Father. First the Father had to work to draw men to 
the Son. The Son had to show the Father’ by being what he was. 
Then the Holy Spirit had to come to really show the Son, so that 
we could see the Father! 

As I said, the proposition is a bit complicated. However, it is the 
key to God’s action in Christ. Let us spend some time tracing it. 

THE FATHER  REVELATES THE SON 

In John 6 Jesus twice says that no man can come to him unless 
the Father draws him (verses 44, 65). There is a similar thought 
in Matthew 11: 27, ‘No one knows the Son except the Father’. 

Let us read the passage of John 6. 44-46: 
‘No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him; and I will 
raise him up on the last day. It is written in the prophets “And they shall all be 
taught of God”. Every one who has heard and learned from the Father comes to 
me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except him who is from God; be has 
seen the Father.’ 

This is a remarkable passage. Ask, ‘How does the 

FATHER! MY FATHER! 

 33

Father teach?’ The answer is, ‘In the Scriptures’. By this we mean 
that man in the’ past, and especially Israel, had been taught by 
God. Much of what was taught was by the prophets. The prophets 
are very important. However they only taught in the stream of 
the life of the ‘people to whom they prophesied. 

Having done this they left behind what we call ‘the prophetic 
deposit’. We mean they gave us all the material we needed to be 
taught by God, to learn about the Son, so that we could come to 
Him. 

It is God, as Father, who has precipitated the prophetic deposit. 
It is the Father who keeps drawing us to the Son. 

Do you remember, at the beginning of our discussion we talked 
about the ‘hiddenness’ of the Fatherhood, man having to come to 
it slowly, either because he had forgotten, or wanted to forget, or 
did not want either to remember or come to know? 

All through history God has been drawing some to the Son, 
teaching them. 

There are actual references to this in the Old Testament. In 
Isaiah 54:13 it says, 

‘All your sons shall be taught by the Lord, And great shall be 
the prosperity of your sons.’ 

In Jeremiah 31:34 it is pointed out that forgiveness will teach 
the nature of God, and men will know Him. In Isaiah 2:3 it is 
written, 

‘And many people shall come, and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 

household of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and 
that we may walk in his paths”.’ 

So the Father was always teaching, and teaching about the Son. 
He sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for the coming of the 
Son. 
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When, at Caesarea Philippi Jesus asked, ‘Whom do you say that 
I am?’ Peter burst out with it in a torrent He gasped out, ‘You are 
the Messiah, the Son of the living God!’ 

Jesus said, ‘No one who is human taught you this. My Father 
who is in heaven revealed it to you’. 

So the Father reveals the Son. It has to be a revelation. 

FATHER! MY FATHER! 

 35

CHAPTER SIX 

The Son Revelates the Father 
Everything pivots about what we share in this chapter. 
Everything pivots around the revelational ministry of the Son. 

He alone reveals the Father; Hence John says ( 1: 18 ).  
‘No man has seen God at any time. 
The Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, 
He has revealed Him.’ John also talks of the creative Word. This one, he tells 
us, was face-to-face with God. This Word, he tells us, became flesh, 
‘And we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only Son of the Father; 
full of grace and truth.’  

THE MODES OF REVELATION 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus is reported as saying, 
‘No one knows the Son, save the Father,  
and no one knows the Father, save the Son, 
And he to whom the Son is pleased to reveal Him.’  

 
This is a very powerful statement. It means that man is cut off 

from the Father, except for the Son’s revelatory ministry. 
Man may not mind being cut off. If, however, his essential 

structure as a person, is that of sonship, or, 
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for sonship, then he must know the Father. It is essential, to be a 
full existent in a total world. Paul says, 

‘For us there is one God, even the Father, 
And one Lord, Jesus Christ.’ (I Corinthians 8: 6).  

He is saying, ‘This is the way things (essentially) 
He means you must relate to God as Father, and Jesus as Lord, 

to be a true person in a true world. If you do not relate in this 
manner, you are less than a true person. 

Jesus then comes to make this real to men. Men, as we saw, are 
blinded by many things—sin, guilt, fear, hatred. 

Others, in trying to deal with these problems have become 
blinded by religion. They have needed religion of one kind or 
another to rationalise their world, and their living. 

When Jesus came we are told, ‘He came to his own home, 
But his own people received him not’ (John 1: 11). That is, he 

came to Israel, and the family of God, but they were in bad shape. 
They did their best, many of them — not to hear the message of 
the Father. It was too much, too soon. It was, as we have said, too 
demanding. 

He said to them: 
‘I have come in my Father’s name, and you did not receive me.’ ‘You know 
neither me nor my Father: If you knew me, you would know my Father also.’ 
‘If God were your Father, you would love me, for I proceeded and came forth 
from God: I came not of my own accord, but He sent me.’ ‘If I glorify myself, 
my glory is nothing: it is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say He is 
your God. But you have not 
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known Him; I know Him. If I said, I do not know Him, I should be 
a liar like you; but I do know Him and I keep His word.’ 

One could multiply such sayings. The Son truly knew the 
Father. 

How then did he communicate Him, that is to say, reveal Him? 

HE REVEALED HIM BY BEING THE SON 

If one could be a fly on the wall of any home, and observe the 
way parents and children went about their life, one would soon 
pick out the motherness of the mother, and the fatherness of the 
father, and the childrenness of the children. 

Jesus walked, exposing his relation to the Father. In John 17 
He talks about the relationship they had ‘before the world began’. 
He wishes to have that in fullness, again. 

However he has a deep and rich relationship with the Father. 
Anyone who wanted to observe could not miss it. 

Any time he did anything, he did not, of himself, do that thing. 
He said, ‘I tell you clearly that the Son can do nothing of his own 
accord, but only what he sees the Father doing; for whatever he 
does, that the Son does likewise’ (John 5: 19). 

On another occasion he said, ‘I do nothing on my own authority 
but speak thus as the Father has taught me’ (John 8: 28). 

On yet another occasion he said, ‘The words that I speak to you 
I do not speak of my own authority: but the Father who dwells in 
me does His works’. 

Nothing could be clearer — the Son reflects the Father in every 
way. Try out an experiment. Open the first three Gospels 
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(Matthew, Mark, and Luke) and every time the name of Jesus is 
mentioned, cross it out and write ‘the Father’. The Father did 
this; the Father did that; the Father said this; the Father 
rebuked; the Father forgave; and so on. 

That was the way he revealed the Father. 
However, it does not mean, necessarily that he got through to 

people. Here and there, yes, but rarely. 
On the night of his betrayal Philip, during conversation said, 

‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will 
 
Jesus’ answer to this statement was, ‘Have I been so long with 

you, and yet you do not know me, Philip? He who has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”?’ 

All the time Jesus had been showing the Father, by his every 
act. However it was to take the Cross and the Resurrection to 
really show the Fatherhood. Even then, may we add, it would still 
need the Holy Spirit to reveal the Cross and the Resurrection! 

THE SON REVEALED THE FATHER  
BY HIS OBEDIENCE TO HIM 

Obedience is a rare commodity on this earth. Real obedience, we 
mean. For example ask yourself the question, ‘Have I ever been 
obedient to anyone?’ 

At first you will laugh and say, ‘Of course!’ Then, after a time 
when you have considered, you will say, ‘No, fancy that! I have 
toed the line most of my life, but obeyed— from the heart? Well, 
that is a different matter’. 

Jesus only, ever, obeyed. Much of this information comes from 
the quotes above. He never moved out of touch with the Father. 
He only walked in His plan. 

How did he know the plan? There are a few answers to that 
question. The Gospels tell us that he walked 
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in accordance with what the prophets had predicted. Also in 
accordance with what the Scriptures had spoken. 

We also read that he spent a long time, praying to the Father. 
Sometimes he would .spend a whole night. Other times he would 
lift his eyes (or heart) to heaven, and have immediate 
communication. He always knew what was the Father’s will. 

Perhaps this wasn’t very difficult. He always had a clear 
conscience. He was never afraid to go to God. 

On one occasion he said, ‘He who sent me is with me: He has 
not left me alone, for I always do that which is pleasing to Him’. 

This means that his every act was obedience. 
Even so we could get a wrong idea of that obedience. To many of 

us obedience is living a morally good life. It is keeping the law, or 
the laws. Well, he did that, but that was almost ‘by-the-way’. 

In fact what he was about was fulfilling the will, or the plan, of 
the Father. The plan, was, of course, the family plan, but it 
involved many things, such as revealing the Father, 
communicating His love, effecting the work of salvation, and so 
on. 

So his obedience was purposive. 
The writer of Hebrews has a lot to say about this obedience, 

such as ‘he learned obedience by the things which he suffered’. 
The writer does not mean that he learned to he obedient, but that 
he learned what action was involved in true obedience. 

An excellent passage on obedience is John 5: 17-47. We will only 
quote an excerpt or two, and paraphrase the sense of some of it. 

He says, in effect, ‘The Father has always been working. As the 
Son, so have I, in parallel, so to speak. For the Father loves the 
Son, and shows him all that 
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He himself is doing: greater works than these will He show him 
that you may marvel, that is when you see the Father’s works. As 
Son I have been given great powers. That is, I can effect all that 
the Father wishes to be effected. However I have to go on 
watching Him, following and repeating His actions’. This is true 
obedience; this is true sonship. 

 

THE SON REVEALED THE FATHER BY THE CROSS AND RESURRECTION 

In a later chapter we will talk about ‘Messianic Sonship’. Here 
we look at what Jesus did, as the Son. That will mean what God 
did, as the Father. 

This must be so if Jesus said that he did nothing on his own 
authority, and only did what the Father told him. It must be even 
more so when he says, ‘The Father who dwells in me, He does the 
works’. 

Paul said something similar. He said ‘God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Himself’, that is God was in all 
Christ’s actions— no less the actions of the Cross and the 
Resurrection. He was in it all as Father. 

In John 5:20 Jesus said, ‘The Father loves the Son and shows 
him all that He himself is doing: and greater works than these 
will He show him, that you may marvel’. 

The key to this resides in ancient cultures where the son grows 
up in the business, trade or profession of the father. The father 
has inherited special techniques and secrets from his forbears 
and he hands them down to the son— especially, if he loves him, 
Because he loves him he tutors him carefully. The son is in his 
business, participating as a younger partner. 

The Father is showing to the Son, the things of His business— 
the creation and the re-creation of His universe. At this point He 
is showing the matter of 

FATHER! MY FATHER! 

 41

salvation. The Son does what he is shown. 
However greater works are yet to come. Obviously the things of 

the Cross and Resurrection. 
Hence, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus talked with his 

Father about these impending events. His conversation can be 
read in the 17th chapter of John’s Gospel. 

The first five verses, paraphrased, go something like this: 
‘Father, this is the hour towards which everything has moved. I 

am to glorify You, but cannot do that until You glorify me. What I 
mean Father is that You have given me authority to show You to 
others, as also to show myself. When those whom You have given 
to me know You and me, then they will have come into the 
experience of eternal life. However they must be shown You 
before’ they can know You. So give me all the glory, that I may 
show it all— Your glory as Father, and as Father-Redeemer.’ 

You may remember that in Isaiah 63:16 the exiled Israelites 
called God Father. They also said of Him, ‘Our Redeemer from 
eternity’. 

What Jesus is about to do on ‘the Cross, like everything else he 
has done, will not be him, working alone, but the Father working, 
in, with, and through him. 

The Father at the Cross! That is a very fascinating thought, if it 
be true. 

True it is; nothing could be more true. 
There are many passages which speak of God as taking the 

initiative in and at the Cross. In this case 
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it must mean God who is Father. In II Corinthians 5:21 it says 
that God made Jesus to be sin—Jesus who was sinless. That 
must have been the Father. In Romans 3:25 it says God set him 
forth to be a propitiation. This thought is repeated in I John 4: 10. 
In Romans 8:32 it says the Father did not spare His Son but 
delivered him up (to death), for us all. The passage of Isaiah 53 
shows God afflicting him; bruising him, and laying on him the 
iniquities of the world. 

A very significant passage is in Hebrews chapter 2. The whole 
section should be quoted: 

‘But we see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than 
the angels, crowned with glory and honour because of the 
suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste 
death for everyone. For it was fitting that he, for whom and by 
whom all things exist, in bringing many sons into glory, should 
make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through suffering. 

The essence of this is that it is the Father who initiates the 
action of the Son, ie., suffering, in order to bring men into glory as 
His sons. Some translations have ‘crowned with glory and honour 
because of the suffering of death’, and others have ‘for the 
suffering of death’. 

This would then mean that the glory of the Son, and the glory of 
the Father are in the action of the Cross. Of course, in any case, 
this is so. 

PATRIPASSIONISM 

Patripassionism was a heresy in the early history of the church. 
It said that the Father came down and was crucified on the Cross. 
This was false. However it guards a certain truth— ‘God was in 
Christ recon- 
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ciling the world unto Himself’. 
The Father was not on the Cross. The Son was on the Cross. 

However the initiation of the Cross was the Father’s. He made 
His Son to be on the Cross, what His Son had to be. It was the 
Father’s glory that He did this. It was the Son’s glory that he was 
obedient to it. 

‘He was obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross.’ He 
needed the glory of the Father to sustain the Cross. 

It was the Father’s glory that He, too, sustained the Cross, that 
He did not withhold His Son. It was His glory that through the 
Cross, He brought many sons into glory, that is, His elect people. 

In this way Jesus showed true Sonship. In showing true 
Sonship he revealed true Fatherhood. 

God had planned this moment of history, of all moments, to 
reveal the fullness of His Fatherhood. 

THEN THERE WAS THE RESURRECTION 

This is a big subject on its own, and we will not go into it in 
detail. 

Romans 1:4 says, ‘He was designated (declared) to be the Son of 
God in power, according to the Spirit of Holiness, by his 
resurrection from the dead’. 

The resurrection shows him as Son. It also seals the powerful 
work of the Cross. Sin and death and evil were about him on that 
Cross. If he had not risen from the dead they would have been 
proven to be more powerful than he was. 

He rose; they were defeated. He rose; man may rise. He rose; 
death has lost its sting, the grave its victory, and sin its power. 
Now the sons can be sons of the Father. 
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They can come to Him, through the Son. That was what Jesus 
meant when he said, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life: No 
man comes to the Father but by me.’ 

He is not merely the way, the truth and the life: he is the way 
to the Father, the truth of (concerning) the Father. He is the life 
of the Father. Hence men do not become sons until they come 
through the Son. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

Holy Spirit: Revelator 

‘Who knows the things of a man, save the spirit of man?’ Paul 
asks that sensible question. There is no special psychology in it. 
He is simply saying, ‘That which is essentially the man knows 
what is going on in the man’. 

Paul goes on, ‘Who knows the things of God save the Spirit of 
God?’ He adds, ‘The Spirit searches all things— yes, the very 
deeps of God’. 

Romans 8:26-27 speaks of the Spirit relating intimately to us so 
that the very thoughts of our hearts are even those of the Spirit of 
God. What tender identification! 

Who Brings Knowledge to Man? 
Men talk about ‘the ring of truth’. It is an accepted statement. 

Men detect quickly, when a man is lying. It is not as easy for the 
man himself to detect whether he is lying. He is certain he is 
telling the truth. 

A thesis was once written on the McCarthy trials in the USA. 
The writer concluded that in all the world there was no man 
without some bias. Many intend to tell the truth: no man can 
really tell the truth. Neither judge, nor witness, nor accused. Non 
can really witness to the truth. 

The ‘ring of truth’ is the deepest thing of human experience. 
Jesus’ disciples were dismayed at his 
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leaving them, and going back to the Father. Jesus comforted 
them, telling of ‘another counsellor’. This one was to be like him: 
some say ‘His alter ego’. does not matter. Jesus claimed to be the 
truth, to tell the truth, and to show the truth. 

He said that the Holy Spirit who was coming was ‘the Spirit of 
truth’. ‘He said, ‘He will lead you into all the truth’. 

To be. led: to the truth is one thing, and a good thing. To be led 
into the truth, is another thing. It is to experience the truth. It is 
to know the truth, and not just know about it. 

The truth of course, can be terrifying. It is the truth of God. It 
includes His Fatherhood, and the Sonship of the Son, and the 
truth concerning man. To know this truth is to hear the ‘ring of 
truth’ and accede to the truth. 

Only the Spirit can move into mind and heart. He can get where 
no ‘persuader’ of human or demonic power can reach. He can 
present the human mind with the truth, true rationality. The 
truth is undeniable, even whilst, maybe, it is hated. 

For this reason the Spirit is called 
‘the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might,  
the Spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord.’ 
(Isaiah 11: 4) 

 
Also he is  

‘The Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him’ (Ephesians 
1:17) 

 
He alone can show the Father. He alone can show the Son. 

Bright words of a seer, powerful words of a preacher, and well-
laced words of a theologian will be powerless in any man, apart 
from the Holy Spirit. They will lie dead. 
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SPIRIT OF CONVICTION: SPIRIT OF REVELATION 

One of the most poignant passages of the New Testament is 
John l5: l 8-27. Jesus speaks of the intense hatred men have for 
him. He says, ‘If the world hates you. know that it hated me 
before it hated you . . . He who hates me hates my Father also. If 
I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they 
would not have sin; but now they have seen and hated both me 
and my Father’. 

He could have left it at that, but he went on and said. in effect, 
‘Even though they have hated me, not really knowing who I am, 
nor whom my Father is, yet when the Spirit of truth comes, he 
will bring the truth to them, and they will know. So will you!’ 

That is, the Holy Spirit will be the one who brings truth. 
This is what Jesus said. He spoke of two works of the Spirit. 

They are both contained in the passage John 16: 7-15. The first 
section speaks of the Spirit (when he would come) convicting the 
world of sin, righteousness and judgement. It is profitable to see 
how and why this would happen. 

The second work was to glorify or revelate Christ as the Son. 
‘He will take the things which are mine and show them to you’, said Jesus He 
meant, ‘You will really know who I am, and what I have done, and what I have 
come for’. 
 
Then he added. ‘All that the Father has is mine: therefore I 

said He will take the things which are mine, and show them to 
you’. 

This is profound, because in Matthew 11: 27 he had said, ‘All 
things are delivered to me of my Father’. In John 3: 35 it is 
written, ‘The Father has loved the Son and has given all things 
into his hand’. 
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We saw, previously, that this meant the Son, even as man, 
was equipped to do whatever the Father required. The Son could 
be as the Father. Is this why Isaiah prophesied:  

‘For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,  
and the government will be upon his shoulder,  
and his name will be called 
 “Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”.’ 
 

Anyway, the Holy Spirit was to show the Son, and the Father. 
Strictly speaking he could not show the Son, fully, and fail to 
show the Father. Hence he shows both Son and Father. 

Both Father and Son send the Holy Spirit in order that he may 
do this. 

In fact the Holy Spirit simultaneously shows both Father and 
Son. 

‘You are sons of God, through faith in Christ Jesus’ (Galatians 3: 26). 
‘In the fullness of time God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, to redeem them that are under the law, that we might receive the sonship. 
And because we are sons, He has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 
crying “Abba! Father!’” (Galatians 4:4 f). 

 
It is the Son who gives us access to the Father (Romans 5: 1-2, 

Ephesians 2: 18, 3: 12). At the same time it is the Spirit who gives 
us access to the Son, and so the Father (John 16: 12-15, cf 
Ephesians 2: 18). 

That this Spirit was the Spirit of the Son is clear from Romans 
8:14-17 and Galatians 4: 4-6. He was to become familiar, also as 
the ‘Spirit of your Father’ (Matthew 10:. 20) even in the most 
desperate situations. 
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CONCLUSION TO REVELATION 

What we are saying is that history is, in the Bible, roughly as 
follows: Man is born to be a Son, but abdicates from sonship. 
Israel is created to be a son, but does not fulfil sonship. Jesus, 
however takes over the place of Israel (and, for that matter, 
Adam) and is truly the Son. Man may now see true Sonship, and 
so true Fatherhood, and come to God. 

When man comes to God he may have sonship. Yet he will not 
come to God because of the facts of his sin and guilt. Jesus, 
coming into the world perfectly displays Sonship, as a man. Now 
there is no doubt about God being Father, especially as He causes 
His Son to die to take away the sin of the world. 

Even so man will not listen to, nor understand the facts. God 
has already planned that the Spirit should come, as the Spirit of 
truth, and bring the truth home to men and women. Then they, 
when they capitulate to the evident truth, will know the Father. 

They will know the Father through the Son. They will receive 
the benefits of his work upon the Cross, 

They will become sons of the Father, the sons whom he brings 
into glory. 

COMING INTO SONSHIP 

Sonship is really the actual impact of the work of the Cross and 
the Resurrection. By that we mean it is the receiving of total 
forgiveness, which comes through the Cross. 

There are many theories on the Cross. Theories do not make 
their impact except upon the intellectual processes of the mind. 
Forgiveness makes its impact totally upon a man, in every fibre 
of his being. 

It can be shown, conclusively, that repentance comes as a gift 
through the Holy Spirit who has already been 
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working upon the heart, He has caused conviction in the heart, 
and so the need for repentance. 

Then he brings the gift of repentance. Also he brings the gift of 
faith. He further proceeds to bring the gift of forgiveness. Then he 
‘becomes the gift of the new believer. With him is the gift of life. 
Also the gift of freedom. 

Scriptures which reinforce these points are: 
‘The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of 
sin and death’ (Romans 8: 14). 
‘The washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit’ (Titus 3: 3-
7). 
‘You were washed, sanctified, justified . . . by the Spirit of our God’ 
(Corinthians 6:11 ). 
‘The law kills, but the Spirit gives life’ (II Corinthians 3: 6). 
‘Where the spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom’  
( II Corinthians 3: 11 ). 

When the Spirit comes, he comes as the Spirit of the Son, and so 
brings, ready-made so to speak, sonship, to the recipient. That 
son cries, naturally ‘Abba!’ that is ‘Father’! 

 
We repeat, the Spirit takes all the work of the Cross, and the 

Resurrection, and applies it to the heart of the believer. 
Unless he does this, nothing happens. When he does this, 

everything happens. Man becomes. a son, Man knows the Father, 
Man, then, is truly a man. He is truly a man. He is truly, himself. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

What is True Sonship— 
Christ’s and Man’s? 

Strangely enough we have not defined sonship. Perhaps we do 
not have to do so. Practically we all understand what sonship is. 
On the other hand we may simply have accepted some 
conventional idea, and left it at that. 

What is sonship, really? It would be hard to define. In fact, in 
regard to terms, we may have come to these terms, conveniently. 
There may be no such thing as sonship, except as a word concept. 

What is sonship? For example what is meant by saying that 
‘Adam was the son of God’? It means he originated’ from God as 
every other person originates from his father. Thus sonship may 
mean little. 

However when we see that God is Father, prior to His creation, 
then what He purposes is very significant. If he makes Adam His 
son, then it approximates to all He has done with and for him in 
creation. The most obvious thing is that of making man in His 
image. 

If ‘image’ and ‘son’ are roughly the same, or totally the same, 
then sonship is fairly well explained. Certainly we can gain 
valuable insights, especially as in Hebrews 1:2-3 the one who was 
to become Jesus at Bethlehem, is described as ‘the outshining of 
His glory, and the express image of His person’. In the same 
breath he is described as Son. 
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THE SON’S ETERNAL SONSHIP 

As we have observed, the one who became Jesus is generally 
described as ‘the Word’, or is referred hack, from his incarnation 
to a pre-time state, without being given a name or title as such. 
However certain passages strongly infer that he was eternally, 
Son. 

When he becomes a man he simply translates that sonship into 
temporal, or ‘this-world’ terms. 

What do we know of that pro-temporal situation? Many 
passages give us information. John 17 tells us that the Father 
loved the Son in that eternal existence. Also He gave him glory. 
When the time came He created by this Son. When the time came 
He sent Him into the world. 

In fact we see that in time there are three great works of the 
Father- creation, redemption, and the final ‘restitution of all 
things’. In these three works the Father is at work, the Son is at 
work, and the Holy Spirit is at work. 

Hence the Father requires obedience and co-operation of the 
Son, in order to fulfil these tasks. They in themselves constitute a 
whole story, in fact the whole story, but we resist the impulse to 
enlarge on them. 

What we are really interested in seeing is sonship as we are to 
understand it, in our world. Later we will look at it in ‘the age to 
come’. 

THE SONSHIP OF THE TRUE SON 

We are now embarking upon a very significant excursion. We are 
told that people tire quickly if introduced to an excess of new 
material, but this is exactly what we are about to do. 

The facts are, for the most part, unknown to us. They were by 
no means unknown to the early church. They concern Psalm 2, a 
psalm which is quoted  
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many times in the New Testament. This will also relate to 
another psalm which is generously quoted in the New Testament. 
This second psalm is Psalm 110. Together these psalms give us 
rich information upon Sonship. 

We call it, for want of a better term, ‘Messianic Sonship’. 
Whilst this is a strange thought, yet, once gasped, it is most 

powerful. Grasp the term — ‘Messianic Sonship’. Without it we 
will never understand true Sonship. 

PSALM 2 AND ITS MESSAGE 

Any reader who is really interested in what we are talking 
about ought to open a Bible. It will bring clearer understanding if 
the Psalm is read. However, to save time the Psalm is printed 
here: 

Psalm 2: 
Why do the nations conspire, 
 and the peoples plot in vain?  
The kings of the earth set themselves, 
 and the rulers take counsel together, 
 against the Lord and his anointed, saying,  
‘Let us burst their bonds asunder, 
 and cast their cords from us’. 
 
He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
 the Lord has them in derision.  
Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 
 and terrify them in his fury, saying,  
‘I have set my king 
 on Zion, my holy hill’. 
 
I will tell of the decree of the Lord:  
He said to me, ‘You are my son, 
 today I have begotten you. 
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Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
and the ends of the earth your possession.  
You shall break them with a rod of iron, 
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel’.  
 
Now therefore, 0 kings, be wise; 
 be warned, 0 rulers of the earth.  
Serve the Lord with fear,  
 with trembling kiss his feet,  
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way;  
for his wrath is quickly kindled.  
 
Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

 
Now look at the situation. What do we see first, but that all the 

nations, with the leaden, are gathered to fulfil their own plan? It 
is really to dispossess God, or rather, break His authority. 

We read that the nations plan against two persons. The first is 
God. The second is, His anointed’, that is the one He has anointed 
for a special office. It is generally known that the word in Hebrew 
is ‘Messiah’, and in Greek, ‘Christ’. So both— God and Messiah— 
are planned against. 

Secondly we see that God has them in contempt, sends fear into 
their hearts, and will put a stop to their operations by placing His 
King, that is His Anointed One, over them, or, on the hill of Zion, 
which is Jerusalem, head of His Kingdom. 

Then God makes a statement. ‘You are my Son, this day I .have 
begotten you’. That is, the Messiah is King and Son at the same 
moment. Obviously he has not been begotten in the sense that he 
was a new born babe at that moment. No, he is a fully fledged 
King, or Son, or King-Son, at that moment. 

Why is he crowned by God, and given reign? God 
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says to him, ‘Ask me, and I will give the (these) nations for your 
inheritance, and the uttermost part of the earth for your 
possession’. Translated into intelligible terms it means, ‘You will 
reign over the entire world!’ It also means, ‘You will reign over 
these very nations and peoples who rebel against us’. 

Sonship is Messiahship, is Kingship. The goal is to possess the 
nations. For whom? For Father-God. Or, if you like, for King-
Father. God. 

For this reason the nations are enjoined to stop rebelling and 
give in, and do homage immediately. If not then Messiah (King, 
Son) will break the nations in pieces like an earthen vessel. He 
will rule them with a rod of iron. His sceptre will be inflexible. 
Submit and be ruled, or rebel and be crushed! 

The message is very clear. True Sonship is doing the will of 
King-Father-God. Its goal is universal. 

Do we find any equivalent in the New Testament? Yes, we do. 

MESSIAH’S SONSHIP 

Before we look at the equivalents of Psalm 2 in the New 
Testament we need to see that other portions of the Old 
Testament talk about a King-Messiah. Psalm 45:6-7 says: 

Your divine throne endures for ever and ever. 
Your royal sceptre is a sceptre of equity;  
you love righteousness and hate wickedness.  
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
with the oil of gladness above your fellows. 

 
Incidentally this psalm is linked with Psalm 2 in the first 

chapter of Hebrews, where the writer is speaking of sonship. 
Psalm 89 tells us, ‘David, my servant; with my holy oil I have 

anointed him, so that my hand shall 
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ever abide with him’. God says, of the Messianic One, I will set 
his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers. 

He shall cry to me, ‘Thou art my Father, my God, and the Rock 
of my salvation’. 

I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the 
earth. There are many other places in which Messianic references 
are made, both in the psalms and the prophets. One of great 
significance is Genesis 49:10 where it said that the sceptre shall 
not depart from Judah until he comes to whom it belongs, and to 
him shall be the obedience of the people. We will have to see 
this point later. What we can assume is that the peoples or the 
nations will be subject to him. 

Again, in Daniel, chapter 7 a similar figure appears. He comes 
to ‘the Ancient of days’, and a Kingdom is given to him, much as 
we see in Psalm 2, for he shall reign over the earth, and for ever. 
Such reigning must include the nations who will be subject to 
him. 

Without going into many more such prophecies, we shall 
proceed to the New Testament, especially in regard to Psalm 2. 

Mary is told that when the Holy Spirit comes upon her, then 
that which shall be born of her shall be called ‘the Son of God’. It 
is not easy to know what she would have thought of that 
statement. ‘Son of God’. Probably the closest she could get to it, 
would be these references we have quoted, along with others that 
relate to them. 

Her son, Jesus, expected her to understand his relation to God, 
as Son to the Father. Mary and Joseph had been to Jerusalem, 
when Jesus was 12 years of age. They had gone a day’s journey 
home, in the direction of Nazareth, when they discovered that 
Jesus 
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was missing. Returning to Jerusalem they searched for him, only, 
after some time, finally finding him in the temple. When Mary 
chided Jesus he said, in surprise, ‘Did you not know that I would 
be in my Father’s house?’ 

He expected her to know that would be the first place to look. 
He expected her to think of him as the Son of the Father. ‘My 
Father’ was a term few, if any Jews would use of God. It denoted 
a special relationship. Again we have no assurance that this was 
related to Psalm 2, but we may surmise it was so. 

However Psalm 2 certainly comes into use at the baptism of 
Jesus. We are told that having been baptised, the heavens 
opened, and the voice of the Father came, saying, ‘Thou art My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased’. Some manuscripts of 
Luke’s Gospel have added to this, ‘today I have begotten thee’ (see 
3:22 RSV margin). 

What is very clear is that the early church understood the 
baptismal saying to relate to Psalm 2. They saw God anointing 
Jesus as His Son, as also the King, the Messiah. Peter later 
described the event. He said, Jesus of Nazareth, whom God 
anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power. Who went about 
doing all manner of good, and healing all who were oppressed of 
the devil, for God was with him. 

To be the Son was to be Messiah, the King. It was to do the 
Father’s will, especially in defeating Satan, and so liberating 
God’s people. 

The anointing was the Holy Spirit. With that anointing came 
power. That power was to carry out full Sonship. This is why, 
later, Paul speaks of the Holy Spirit. He calls him, ‘The Spirit of 
His Son’. 

Following the baptism, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness for the purpose of being tested 
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by Satan. Adam had been tested, and had failed. Jesus was 
tested, and did not fail. 

Satan’s first statement was, ‘If thou be the Son of God’. He was 
seeking to neutralise the affirmation of the Father at the 
baptism. He was trying to get this Son-Servant to go his way. 
Jesus refused, and a discomfited Satan left him. 

Evil powers did not leave him, however. Wherever he went they 
seemed in a sort of dread fascination of his Sonship. On occasions 
we are told ‘demons came out of many, crying, “You are the-Son of 
God”.’ He rebuked them, but the message was clear. He was seen 
as Messiah, pressing back the kingdom of darkness, releasing 
those in its bondage. He was Messiah in action. 

Let us pause for a few moments, and regain our breath. Also let 
us sort out a few ideas. What did the Jews of Jesus’ day 
understand by ‘Son of God’? 

At Caesarea Philippi, Peter, under the revelation of the Father, 
blurted it out. ‘You are the Messiah (Christ) the Son of God’. 

If you consider this calmly you will notice that ‘Messiah’ and 
‘Son of God’ are virtually the same. Notice the word ‘virtually’; 

Later the high priest, at Jesus’ trial said, ‘I adjure thee, by the 
living God. Tell me, art thou the Messiah (Christ), the Son of 
God?’ 

This is the same kind of understanding. 
In John’s Gospel, the first chapter, Andrew, Peter’s brother, 

tells Peter, ‘We have found the Messiah’. Shortly afterwards 
Nathaniel says to Jesus, ‘You are the Son of God! You are the 
King of Israel’! 

Notice how he puts ‘King’ and ‘Son of God’ together. 
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Later, when Jesus is coming to Jerusalem on his last visit he is 
linked with the Messiahship of David. He is called ‘Son of David’, 
and it is said ‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the 
Lord’, and ‘the King of Israel’. 

We can see that Messiah-hood and Sonship are virtually the one 
thing. Sonship and Kingship are also the one thing. This surely 
relates us to Psalm 2. 

There is more to follow, as we shall see. 
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CHAPTER NINE 

Psalm 2 and the Sonship 

( continued ) 

THE TRANSFIGURATION 

The transfiguration is a special event. The first three Gospels 
record it. They speak of Moses and Elijah, appearing with Jesus 
in glory. He was glorious. They were in glory. All three discussed 
his Cross— ‘His exodus which he was to accomplish at 
Jerusalem’. 

The words ‘exodus’ and ‘accomplish’ point to a large task. They 
remind of Israel, their bondage and liberation. Jesus was on an 
important operation. To have Moses and Elijah there—why, that 
baffles the mind! 

Peter, James and John may have been baffled, but they did not 
listen. Perhaps they did not want to hear about a Cross. They 
may have wanted to hear about a shining Kingdom! 

The bright cloud of the Presence of God came down over them, 
and the Father spoke, in the same words as at the baptism. At 
least these words are repeated in Matthew’s account, ‘This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear him!’ 

At’ the transfiguration the Cross was primarily in view. We can 
say then, ‘He was transfigured, that he might be disfigured, that 
we who are disfigured, might become transfigured’. 
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Psalm 2, verse 7 is again used. The Sonship is being continued, 
or, if you like, reaffirmed. The program me of Psalm 2 is in the 
happening. Note, also, that whilst the saying of the Father at the 
baptism is a declaration of Jesus’ Sonship, this saying attests 
that both what the Son has done and is yet to do is the true and 
proper work of His Son-Messiah-King. 

In Acts 4 the apostles are called in to the Jewish Council {the 
Sanhedrin) to be questioned, on account of the risen Jesus, whom 
they preach. Their interview represents a crisis in the young 
church’s history. Will they be intimidated? 

Not a bit! The Church comes together, hears the account of the 
proceedings and begins to pray. Together, all say, 

‘Sovereign Lord... who by the mouth of our father  
David, tiny servant, didst say by the Holy Spirit, 
Why did the Gentiles (nations) rage, 
and the people imagine vain things? 
The kings of the earth set themselves in array,  
and the rulers were gathered together, 
against the Lord, and against his anointed.’ (Psalm 2: 1-2). 

 
They then go on to say that the event of the Cross —the Jewish 

and Gentile rulers gathered against Messiah —was the 
predetermined plan of God as set forth in Psalm 2, for this is the 
psalm they have just quoted, 

Our conclusion must be that the Son of the Psalm is fulfilling 
his Sonship—his Messiah-hood, in the Cross. One old psalm 
(until it was mended) used to say, ‘Tell it out among the heathen 
that the Lord reigneth from the tree! (cf Psalm 96: 10). 

We know, of course, that his triumph was won, at 
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the Cross, over sin and death, evil powers and Satan himself. 
The outworking of that victory is the story of our history, until 

the end-time. 
 

THE RESURRECTION 

Romans 1:4 tells us that Jesus was designated Son of God in 
power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from 
the dead. It might not strike us to think that such a declaration 
as was made at his baptism, and repeated at his transfiguration 
would again be made at his resurrection. Yet we are told his 
Sonship is related to His resurrection. Of course his Sonship 
ministry and victory is not complete until he rises from the dead. 
Then both sin and death are shown to be subject to him. 

In Acts 13:32-33 we read of Paul preaching and teaching to the 
peoples of Asia Minor, 

‘And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the 
fathers, this he has fulfilled to us, their children, by raising Jesus 
as also it is written in the second Psalm. 

“Thou art my Son, today I have begotten thee”.’ 
It is dear then that his vocation and office as King-Messiah-Son 

reaches from his baptism to his resurrection. This is true 
Sonship. This is Messianic occupation This is,’ in essence, the 
defeat of evil powers which oppose God and His Anointed. 

THE ASCENSION 

Hebrews chapter 1 is the passage in which the writer is 
showing: that the Son is superior to angels. Hence he says, 

‘For to what angels did God ever say,  
 “Thou art my Son, 
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 today I have begotten thee”.’ 
This statement follows on another which says Jesus was seated 

at the right hand of God, having effected purification for sins. 
This means that Psalm 2, verse 7 applies to the ascension. Hence 
Sonship is from the baptism to the ascension, and is a total work 
completed by Jesus. He now reigns as King as proclaimed by God. 

The chapter goes on to give a further quote concerning 
Messianic Sonship. It is from II Samuel 7: 14,  

‘I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son’. 
Then there is a quote from Psalm 4:5, which we have already 

seen to be Messianic, ‘Of the Son he says, 
“Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever”.’ 

As fascinating is his use of Psalm 110 which speaks 
of his being seated at God’s right hand, 
 ‘Sit at my right hand, till I make thy enemies a stool for thy feet’. 

This is similar to saying, ‘Ask of me and I will give you the 
nations for your inheritance, and the uttermost part of the earth 
for your possession’. 

In fact, in Hebrews 5:5-6 the writer says, 
‘So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high-priest, but was appointed 
by Him who said to him,  
“Thou art my Son today I have begotten thee”, 
as he also says in another place,  
“Thou art a priest for ever, 
after the order of Melchizedek”,’  

 
and so he links Psalm 110 and Psalm 2 again. 
We conclude that his high-priesthood, and intercession in 

heaven is part of his Sonship. 
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THE VICTORY 

In Hebrews 10:12 and 13 we are told that when Christ had 
offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of God, then to wait until his enemies should be 
made a stool for his feet. This, of course, is Psalm 110. 

In Revelation 2: 26-2? we read, ‘He who conquers and who keeps 
my works until the end, I will give him power over the nations, 
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots 
are broken to pieces, as I myself have received power from 
my Father’. This undoubtedly refers to Psalm 2, and the 
ultimate victory of the King-Son-Messiah. 

Again in Revelation 3: 21, Psalm l10 is used in similar vein. ‘He 
who conquers, I will grant him to sit down with me on my throne, as I 
myself conquered and sat down with my Father on His throne’. 

As if this were not enough, we read of the battle of Christ and 
his army against the powers of evil, and he is described as 
follows, 

‘From his mouth issues a sharp sword with which to smite the nations, and he 
will rule them with a rod of iron . . . on his robe and on his thigh he has a 
name inscribed, King of kings, and Lord of lords.’ 

Again his ultimate victory and his Sonship are related to Psalm 
2. 

There are, of course, many references in the Epistles to his 
being at the right of hand of God, far above principalities and 
powers, and being above every name that is name  
(cf Ephesians 1:19 f, Colossians 3:1 f, Philippians 2: 9-11). These 
would be references to Psalm 110 in particular. Interestingly 
enough, in the Revelation chapter 12, a battle between the good 
and evil angelic powers is described. 
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This speaks of a woman, or the woman (who appears to be the 
people of God), and we are told, 

The dragon stood before the woman who was W bear a child, 
that he might devour her child when she brought it forth: She 
brought forth a male child one who is to rule the nations with 
a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his 
throne. We see, in this victory, the blending of the themes of 
Psalms 110 and 2, and so we have the picture of Messianic 
Sonship completed. 

Our conclusion is this: to be the Son is to do the Father’s will, 
that is to participate in, and complete His plan. 

Nowhere better is this borne out than in two powerful 
Scriptures. They are I Corinthians 15: 24-28, and Philippians 2:9-
11. Here they are: 

Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after 
destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until he 
has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
‘For God has put all things in subjection under his feet.’ But when it says, ‘All 
things are put in subjection under him’, it is plain that he is excepted, who put 
all thing under him. When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself 
will also be subjected to Him who put all things under him, that God may be 
everything to every one  

and 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name which is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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Note also how well these align with Genesis 49:10 and Acts 1: 8. 
The former speaks of all peoples being subject to him. The latter 
quoting Psalm 2: 8, speaks of the ingathering of these people from 
Jew, Samaritan, and Gentile— ‘to the uttermost part’. 

What, then, is our conclusion? It is this: The Son works on in his 
Sonship until every enemy is under his feet. Then he gives the 
Kingdom to the Father, that God may be all in all. He desires 
that every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of the Father. 

This is true Sonship. Any human sonship which is not after this 
order or pattern, will not be true Sonship. Of course any human 
fatherhood which is not after the order of the true Fatherhood 
will not be true Fatherhood. Fatherhood evokes Sonship, and so 
fatherhood will evoke sonship. 

The order which interests us is that of the sons to the Father. 
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CHAPTER TEN 

Messianic Sonship and Sons 

What does it mean to be a son of God? We suppose, something 
like being the Son of God. There will be a difference. The one who 
became Jesus, in his eternal state was the Son of God as man 
could not be, nor would be required to be. 

When, however, he became man, he translated his unique 
Sonship into human terms. Part of this was being a son to his 
parents. Part of it was being the Son in his humanity—the Son to 
the Father. He shows that being this was a very human thing. 

What do we mean, ‘a very human thing’? We mean that a 
human can be a son to the Father, and fulfil his humanity, 
without having to rise beyond his humanity. 

Maybe we think humanity is a low thing. In fact, it is not. 
Someone said that had man not been in the image of God, the 

Son could not have become man, for there would have been no 
essential affinity, and incarnation would have been incongruous. 
Another has said that God made man in His image, so that His 
Son could become man. It matters not, this speculation. 

What does matter is that his Sonship is what a man can know, 
and experience— as a man! As a man? Yes, as a man.  

Then how? 
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BECOMING A SON OF GOD IN TRUTH 

We saw in Chapter Seven how a man comes to be a son. First he 
is forgiven, when he repents, and believes. He comes to the 
Father through the Son, and the Spirit, who give him access to 
God as Father. 

He simply relates to God as Father. Then he knows his sonship. 
That is very simple. 
Paul adds that God does a beautiful thing. He sends the Spirit 

of His Son, into our hearts. The Spirit cries ‘Father!’ and we also 
cry, ‘Father!’ So, alongside our spirit, the Spirit is crying ‘Father!’ 
as we cry ‘Father!’ Then we know we are sons. 

Yet there is also another way of looking at it. 

THE SONS IN THE SON 

We saw, in Exodus 4:22 and Hosea 11: 1, that Israel was 
regarded as a son, or the son of God. Not, of course, in the way in 
which the eternal Son is uniquely Son. Then we saw from 
Deuteronomy 14: 1, and in Jeremiah 3 (cf Deuteronomy 32: 18-20) 
that the sons (and daughters) of God are so as persons, within 
Israel. This means, in effect that the sons (Israelites) are 
contained within the son (Israel). 

We saw, also, that Hosea 11:1 was Israel, as the son, yet in 
Matthew 2: 14-15, the truth of Hosea 11:1 is applied to Jesus. 
This must mean that he is the true Israel, that he is the true Son, 
and that he contains within himself, the sons. 

This being so, it means we have our true sonship, not only by 
coming to the Father, through the Son, but by coming to the 
Father, in the Son! 

At first sight, such a proposition seems ludicrous, until we 
examine the New Testament principle of being ‘in Christ’. Of 
course even that can be approached 
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in many ways. Nevertheless the first chapter of Ephesians says 
that God chose us ‘in him’, and that we are to be sons ‘through 
Christ Jesus’. 

Suddenly a whole wealth of Scriptures pours in on us, as to 
being ‘in Christ’. The Epistle to the Ephesians is a goldmine of 
such. To mention a few of them: 

‘Has blessed us in Christ’, ‘in him we have redemption’, ‘in him . 
. . we have been appointed to live for the praise of his glory’, ‘your 
faith in the Lord Jesus’, ‘made us to sit with Him in Christ Jesus’. 

The classic passage of abiding in Christ is John, chapter 15. Out 
of him we can do nothing. In him we can be fruitful. Then such 
Scriptures as ‘If any man is in Christ, he is a new creation’, and 
‘and you have come to fullness of life in him’. Probably one of the 
clearest statements of being in Christ is Galatians 2: 20, ‘I have 
been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me’. 

We have to be careful lest we think, all the lime, of being in 
Christ as single, almost private, persons. We are all in Christ. In 
him we all constitute his body, which is the church. To this 
church he has given his fullness, and that must mean the various 
elements of his character. In fact it must mean his essential 
person, which is often called in the Epistles his ‘pleroma’ or 
‘fullness’. 

There are, also, other ways of looking at ‘the sons in the Son’. 

‘THE CHILDREN GOD HAS GIVEN ME’ 

In Hebrews 2:11-12 we read, concerning the Son, 
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‘For he who sanctifies (the Son ) and those who are sanctified (the 
‘children’) have all one origin (or ‘one parent’, or, ‘are of one 
stock’). That is why he is not ashamed to call them brethren, 
saying, 

‘I will proclaim thy name to my brethren, 
in the midst of the congregation I will praise thee’.  

 
And again, 
‘Here am I and the children God has given me’. In this passage 

we see we are of the same ‘stock’ as the Son? We belong to him. In 
this sense we are with or in the Son. 

What does it mean to be of the same stock as the Son? It means 
to have God as our Father, and to share in the life of His Family. 
Elsewhere Jesus speaks of those whom the Father has given him, 
although he does not call them sons or children as such. In John 
6:39 Jesus speaks of ‘all that He has given me’, and in John 17:2 
he speaks of giving eternal life to all whom God has given him. 

There is a famous passage which speaks of God’s elect being 
conformed to the image of His Son, so that His Son may be the 
first-born among many (such.) brethren (Romans 8:29 ). Another 
which accords with this says that ‘we know that when we shall 
see him (the Son) we shall be like him (I John 3: 2). 

All of these Scriptures show us that we are at one with the Son-
King-Messiah. If such statements seem just like so many facts 
piled one upon the other, and this with little interpretation, and 
even less practical application, then let us be patient, and wait. 
The application will come, .surely enough, even though its 
acceptance may not prove to be easy. The Son in the h 

If the term ‘in Christ’ is common in the New Testament, then 
‘Christ in you’ is also a regular theme, 
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although it is not always stated quite in those terms. 
Look at Colossians 1:27 ‘Christ in you, the hope of Glory’, 

meaning that if Christ is not in us, then we will not mature to 
glory. Paul says, ‘Do you not realise that Jesus Christ is in you?’ 
(II Corinthians 13:5 ). In this case he makes it as a test of being a 
Christian. 

We will resist the temptation to quote innumerable verses— as 
though the number of them would prove the value of the 
teaching! However let us look at the principle behind it. 

In Ephesians 3:14-19 Paul speaks of the Holy Spirit fortifying 
us within so that Christ can dwell in our hearts, by faith. The 
outcome of this will be advance and growth in love, and coming to 
the marvellous experience of being ‘filled unto all the fullness of 
God’. That is, we will have the pleroma (fullness) of the Father as 
we saw above we have the fullness of the Son, when we are in 
him. 

Practically speaking to be ‘filled unto all the fullness of God’ 
means to have His life wholly filling us. Since this life is really a 
matter of relating to Him as Father-King, it means our lives Will 
have that full relationship (love) which accounts us sons and 
creatures with the Creator-Father, God. That is, surely, to be 
‘filled full’. 

What we have to watch is that we do not think of the Son’s 
dwelling in us as a comfortable, even cosy experience. That is we 
are simply secure, being part of a fine spiritual social community. 
Whatever truth may be in this last statement, to have Christ in 
us is to have the great and powerful Messiah within us, both 
personally, and corporately, as his people. 

The question is, ‘How can Christ be within (person and/or 
church) and the issue or outcome not be dynamic?’ 
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We might well echo, ‘How?’ 
That Christ be in us is essential to true Christian experience 

and living. In his letter to’ the Galatian church Paul writes as. 
one appalled that they have shifted from the central truth of the 
Gospel. We need not go into that situation, but see how Paul 
sought to rectify it. 

He said, ‘I travail in pain, until Christ be formed in you again’. 
He meant, ‘When you depart from the Gospel, you depart from 

the reality of Christ. I have to have the anguish of birth pains 
that he may be in you in power’. 

If any man knew this it was Paul. He explained it to these very 
Galatians. Speaking of his own experience, he said, 

‘It pleased God, who separated .me (for the Gospel) from my 
mother’s womb, to reveal His Son in me.’ 

What an experience! What dynamic! The total Son in Paul! 
This is why Paul says that to have the Spirit dwell in you is to 

have Christ dwell in you, and vice veto (cf Romans 8: 9-11, 
Ephesians 3: 16-17). 

The whole power of the Spirit is required for the whole power of 
Christ to reside in a man. 

‘Reside’—what do we mean by that? Could the Son, through the 
Spirit, reside in a man, and something powerful not result? 

No, indeed. Let us then consider this fact. 
 

THE SONS AS THE SON 

The only way in which we can be sons, is to have the Spirit of 
the Son within us, bringing all of the Son to us. Then his 
Sonship—so to speak—impregnates all our being. We become like 
the Son. 

What does it mean to be like the Son? It means 
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firstly to relate to the Father, and His will. That is saying a lot, 
for few humans obey even their earthly father, let alone the 
Heavenly Father. 

To relate to the Father, in obedience, is to be given great 
authority. The Son has been given all authority, and for portions 
of his plan, he delegates that authority to his brethren. These 
sons are to do what the Son is doing. This is the second thing. 
Firs fly, relating to the Father. Secondly doing His will. 

Part of doing this will is to make conquest over the evil forces 
which oppose the Father, Messiah and the eternal plan. Hence 
Jesus says to the seven churches of Asia, to whom he writes, ‘He 
who conquers will receive a reward’ (see Revelation chapters 2 
and 3). 

The significance of the statement is not seen until we read the 
verse of Revelation 21: 7. It says, ‘He who conquers, I will make 
him to inherit all things, and I will be his God, and he shall be my 
son’. There it is— a son is a conqueror!  

This brings us to the great point to which our book has been 
moving— to be a son is to share in the work of the Father and the 
Son. It is the Father who planned. It is the Son who heads up the 
work. They are the sons who share with Father and Son, in the 
work. 

Would this be the way you have seen the family of God? Or to 
put it in another way, is this how you understand the Kingdom of 
God? 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 

The Messiah, The Family, and The Kingdom 

We now have quite a difficult task. It is to put together a 
number of the things we have said, the themes we have gathered, 
and the practical outworking of all of them. 

We mean to discover what is the true meaning of the eternal 
Fatherhood, the eternal and incarnate Sonship, and the Family— 
God’s Family. Later we will use this information to double back 
and look at the earthly fatherhood, sonship, and family. 

THE FATHER AND THE KINGDOM 

When we think of God as Father, we naturally think of Him in 
terms of ourselves. That is in terms of what we understand 
Fatherhood to be and that is always in human terms. This would 
be natural. We see most things in terms of ourselves. 

If we have had a deficient human fatherhood, we will tend to 
think that way concerning God’s Fatherhood. If we have had good 
human fatherhood then we will think that way of God’s 
Fatherhood. As we have observed elsewhere, both views will be 
deficient. The bad is wrong: the good is not good enough. 

Most of us have a more sentimental than practical view of 
fatherhood. We would like good fatherhood, 
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especially the protection, security and providence given by it. So 
when we look to God as Father, provided we do not have too 
many ‘hang-ups’ on the human level, we will want to see the 
warm personal side of God’s Fatherhood, and this is quite 
reasonable. Since we generally limit human fatherhood to 
elements of security and affection, we tend to limit God’s 
Fatherhood to those same elements. 

We are Surprised, even stunned, when we come to see, in the 
Bible, that the King of the Kingdom is God. To put it another 
way—the King is Father, or the Father is the King. 

This is why we pray, ‘Our Father who art in heaven . . . thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth’. 

These words introduce us into the truth of Fatherhood. It 
relates to the Kingly rule. Some think of the Kingdom of God as a 
thing embracing an area, that is to say locational. It may, of 
course, extend us! That is why they talk about ‘extending the 
Kingdom’. In fact, simply put, the Kingdom is ‘God’s dynamic 
reign’. One cannot extend it. 

In the very simplest terms God’s Kingdom is His rule over all 
His creation. A more particularised view is His moral reign, 
especially over His chosen people. However the Kingdom which 
will ultimately come upon all things, everywhere (cf I Corinthians 
15: 28), is the rule of the Father-King, at the end time, when all 
evil will be defeated forever. During history we see variations of 
this Kingdom theme, but they do not here concern us. 

We should note that just because there are rebels in a Kingdom 
does not make it a non-kingdom. Countless numbers rebel under 
the reign of the Father-King. Ultimately every knee will bow— to 
the glory of the Father! Ultimately the Kingdom will conquer all. 
All 
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will submit to the Kingly reign.  

THE SON-KING AND THE KINGDOM 

We have already seen that the eternal Son was Lord over all 
that which he created, called in the New Testament, ‘all things’. 
We have also seen that he came, as man, to defeat all evil, and in 
his manhood he rescued his ‘all things’. Ultimately ‘all things’ will 
be headed up by him, and in him (cf Ephesians 4:9-10 and 
Ephesians 1: 9-23). 

We have also seen that the Son of Psalm 2 became incarnate as 
the Jesus of the New Testament, and his King-Sonship was 
established by God’s declaration, and his accomplishments, 
working, as he did, the Father’s will. 

Another inescapable fact in the Gospels, Epistles, and the 
Revelation is that Jesus is King of the Kingdom. He said, ‘My 
Father has appointed me a Kingdom’ (Luke 22: 29). 

He told his disciples on one occasion to press on for the 
Kingdom would be theirs. He said, ‘Fear not, little flock, it is the 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom’. Later he said, 
‘As my Father has appointed me a Kingdom, so I appoint you a 
Kingdom’. 

He meant, that the Kingdom of God would be theirs. They had 
waited for this, in accordance with the prophetic Scriptures. They 
had expected it following John’s announcement. They had even 
more expected it with Jesus’ announcement, 

‘The time appointed is fulfilled; 
The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. 
Repent and believe the Gospel’ (Mark 1: 14-15).  

When, then, Jesus began to speak of the Father,, they related 
such Fatherhood to the Kingdom. This was very sane thinking. 
To seek the Kingdom first, 
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eant that they were out for the good of the Kingdom, as well as to 
enter into it. They would be in the service of the Kingdom. 

This was what it meant for Jesus to be the Son-King, the 
Messiah of the Kingdom. 

Everywhere he went, it was the Kingdom going also. He could 
say, ‘If I, by the Spirit of God cast out demons, then has the 
Kingdom of heaven come upon you’. 

Note that— as we have said— you do not ‘extend’ the Kingdom. 
It is the dynamic rule and action of God which comes upon you. It 
is better to say that the Kingdom envelopes all. It possesses all. 
Ultimately its reign is effective over all. 

Jesus, as Son-Messiah-King, showed us what true Sonship is 
within the Kingdom, so that we could also offer true sonship 
within that same rule. 

THE SONS AND THE KINGDOM 

Consider first the Father-King. He is Lord and Judge over all 
the earth. He rules over all things. He has both ‘goodness’ and 
‘severity’. He is Father who is ‘over all’. Yet He is ‘in all’, and 
‘through all’. As we have said, neither locked out, nor locked in. 

His will must be done. Jesus said that not everyone who said to 
him, ‘Lord! Lord!’ would enter the Kingdom, but ‘he who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven’. 

He told us who are the typical members of the Family, or, if you 
like, the true ‘sons of the Kingdom’. He said, ‘Who are my mother 
and my brothers? Who ever does the will of my Father in heaven 
is my mother, and my brother and my sister’ (Matthew 12: 49-50). 

There are those who are called ‘the children (or, 
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sons) of the Kingdom’ (Matthew 8: 11-12). The children of Israel 
thought of themselves as the true Kingdom of God (Exodus 19: 5-
6), but they also looked to the successful and universal coming of 
this Kingdom. They could scarcely claim its success whilst. the 
Romans were ruling over them! 

In fact they thought themselves to be the natural entrants for 
the Kingdom. More correctly they considered they were members, 
by birth, of God’s Kingdom. John the Baptist warned that blood 
descent from Abraham, would, of itself, do nothing for them. He 
reckoned that God could make children of Abraham out of the 
cobblestone, before He could out of their stony hearts! 

The whole matter of being Abraham’s true children is set out in 
Galatians Chapter 3. There we can work out a proposition. It goes 
something like this. (a) All men of faith are the sons of Abraham. 
(b) All men of faith are sons of God, through Christ. (c) All who 
have faith in Christ, are sons of Abraham (see 3: 7, 26, 29). 

For us this is important. In Matthew 8:11-12 the true sons of 
Abraham, are the true sons of the Kingdom. This means, that all 
who are sons of God, through Christ, are both sons of Abraham 
and. sons of the Kingdom! 

No wonder, being a son of God is a most amazing —and 
wonderful matter! 

What we would like to know is this: What is the nature of such 
sons, or as they are often called alternatively, children of the 
Kingdom? 

THE CHILDREN OF THE KINGDOM 

Firstly, let us get something clear in our thinking. Are the 
children of the Kingdom, and the children 
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of the Family, one and the same? The answer is, yes. Are the 
Family and the Kingdom exactly the same? The answer is, no. 
The family is the people of God. The Kingdom is the reign and 
rule of God. 

It can be seen that they are closely related. 
We will see what it means to be children of the Kingdom. Later 

we will see what it is to be children within the Family. 
To become a child of the Kingdom, is to become as a little child. 

In terms of the Sermon on the Mount it is to be ‘poor in spirit’ and 
to ‘mourn’. These are marks of repentance and humility. In terms 
of Jesus talking to Nicodemus (John 2:23 to 3: 16) it is to be born 
from above. Human birth (of John 1: 12-13) does not give you 
entrance into the Kingdom, but water-and-Spirit birth does. 

In terms of the Gospels, water refers to repentance-baptism. 
The Spirit refers to the regenerating (renewing) action of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Later Paul says it is the action of God which brings us into the 
Kingdom. He says, ‘You have been transferred from the powers of 
darkness into the Kingdom of the Son of His love’ (Colossians 1: 
13). 

Having entered, and partly waiting for its final consummation, 
what is the nature of the children? 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said,  
‘The poor in spirit already have the Kingdom. The meek shall inherit the earth’. 
He said, ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God’ 
(Matthew 5: 3-9). 

 
He said that there will be those who are persecuted because of 

their being in and of the Kingdom (Matthew 5: 10). 
He said when we love our enemies and pray for them that 

despitefully use us, then we shall be the sons of the Father. We 
will be perfect (in relationships) as 
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our Father who is in heaven (Matthew 5: 43-48). 
To this Paul added a few things. They were: Those in the 

Kingdom are not preoccupied with futile arguments concerning 
food and drink, for the Kingdom is righteousness, peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit He said that the children of the Kingdom must, 
necessarily suffer, and also that the Kingdom is not empty talk, 
but actual power (Romans 14: 17, I Corinthians 4: 20). 

From these statements we can gather the nature of the children 
of the Kingdom. 

The children are like their Father, and the Elder Brother 
(Jesus) and they obey the will of both. In fact they pray ‘Thy will 
be done’, and they wish the Kingdom to break through into this 
world, in all its power. 

MESSIANIC SONS AND THE KINGDOM 

Now we are getting close to ‘the action’. In Luke chapters 9 and 
10 we see two sets of disciples sent out to preach the Kingdom. 
They were preparing for Jesus, to come where they were going, or 
covering ground where Jesus, because of limited opportunity, 
would not be able to go. 

Look at their preparation. It is quite strict and demanding. 
Look at their actions. They are quite powerful. 
They preach the Kingdom. They heal. In this way the Kingdom, 

at least in its immediate dynamic operation, comes upon the 
hearers. 

How surprised they are! Then how delighted! Yet how powerful 
are the demonic powers! 

Whilst they cast out demons, Jesus sees Satan fall as lightning 
from heaven. Nevertheless his disciples are to see external life as 
the most thrilling thing of 
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all, and not demon exorcism! Exorcism is but a side issue. 
Much more than what happened in Palestine during the period 

of the Gospel accounts is yet to happen. They are to do ‘greater 
works’. 

Such cannot happen until the cross and resurrection have 
sealed the doom of Satan and the triumph of the Kingdom. 

After his resurrection, and during the period of forty days 
between that event and his resurrection, Jesus had one topic as 
he talked with his disciples. 

It was the topic of the Kingdom. As we have pointed out before, 
the Old Testament says of Messiah, ‘And of his Kingdom there 
shall be no end’. It also says, ‘He shall give the Kingdom to the 
saints of the Most High’. 

The saints, to begin with, are the apostles and their fellow-
followers. On the night of his betrayal Jesus had appointed the 
Kingdom to them. So he talked with them. 

Then he said something which must have excited them. He told 
them, ‘Not many days away you will be baptised with (or, in) the 
Holy Spirit’. 

This must have stunned them. But, why? Because, in the Old 
Testament there is not one promise of the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit without also there being, in the same context, 
a promise of the restoration of the Kingdom to Israel. 

 
He gives them time to think. Shortly afterwards they meet him 

again. Their first question is, ‘Will you then, at this time, restore 
the Kingdom to Israel?’ 

He recognises their thoughtfulness. He also knows the Kingdom 
is wider than Israel, although including 
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true Israel. So he tells them, ‘It is not for you to know the times 
and the seasons, which the Father has fixed by His own 
authority. But you shall receive power when the Spirit has come 
upon you: and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and all 
Jude, a, and in Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth’. 

Think on the special points. (1) All things d the Kingdom are 
under the authority of the Father. Let not the children enquire. 
(2) The Kingdom is now coming in power, but not simply to 
Palestine. It will include Palestine, but reach to the end of the 
earth. 

Notice ‘the uttermost parts of the earth’. This is a quote from 
Psalm 2! ‘Ask of me and I shall give you the nations, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for your possession’. 

So Messiah is about to draw in his inheritance! Messiah’s 
people — the children of the Kingdom — are about to move out in 
the interests of the Kingdom. 

They are seeking first the Kingdom of God, and His 
righteousness. Doubtless all other thing will be added unto them. 

 
*  *  *  * 

 
Look at Pentecost with the Spirit outpoured. Exciting days 

these. Men and women drunken with joy, understanding, and 
power! Do not be afraid of joy, and understanding, and power. All 
these had been promised on that last night, before the crucifixion. 

Men and women—children of the Kingdom, forsooth!— are 
equipped to go out with the message of the Kingdom, and bring 
its dynamic action upon men and women. 

And they do. No one doubts that even ‘greater works’ are done. 
They let their light so shine before men, who see these good 
works, and glorify the Father 
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who is in heaven. The Kingdom of God has come upon them! 
Read the events of the first eight chapters— Peter and John, 

the miracles, the healings, the fresh infillings of the Spirit, the 
continuing acts. Even Stephen and his monumental speech, and 
his equally monumental death. See Philip go down to Samaria 
and preach ‘Jesus’! See that, hearing Philip preaching the 
Kingdom of God, they believe and are baptised, and latex, too, the 
Spirit comes upon them. 

The sons spread themselves out as far as Antioch in Syria. Paul 
and Barnabas go from there, and as Paul says later ‘preaching 
the Kingdom of God’ which is ‘repentance towards God and faith 
in Jesus Christ’, and ‘the Gospel of the grace of God’. In fact the 
Book of the Acts closes with Paul preaching the Kingdom to many 
unbelieving Jews, as also, later, the many believing Gentiles. 

This is the nature of the sons of the Kingdom. This is the work 
done by the children of God.  

 
*  *  *  * 

 
What, then, is the goal? Jesus promised he would be with these 

sons of the Kingdom until the consummation of the neon, this 
active age of proclamation (cf Matthew 28: 18-20, Mark 16:15 f). 

Its consummation is when every enemy shall be under the feet 
of the Son, when he shall give the Kingdom to the Father, that 
God may be all in all. It is the time when ‘the kingdom of this 
world shall have become the Kingdom of our Lord and His 
Messiah, and he shall reign forever’. His enemies will have 
become his footstool. In fact every knee will have bowed, and 
every tongue confessed that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
the Father. 
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Until that hour, the children of the Father, the sons of the 
Kingdom press on. The Son anointed by the Spirit, anoints the 
sons also for the same task as he had begun, and which he had 
sealed with his Cross and Resurrection. 

He is Messiah, anointed by the Spirit. The children of the 
Kingdom, the sons of the Father are ‘Messiahites’, those 
participating in Messiah’s Kingdom plan. It is the Father’s will 
being done, the Kingdom, coming on earth, as it is in heaven. 
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CHAPTER TWELVE 

The Father, The Son, and The Family 

There is, of course, a family, the Family. The New Testament 
word is more ‘household’ than family in the sense in which we 
think of the nuclear family. The nuclear family is father, mother, 
and the children. The household is much more than this. It may 
include a number of nuclear families all headed up by the 
patriarch who is living, and guiding the gradations of two or more 
generations. 

The household has, perhaps, great-grandfather, and great-
grandmother, and grandfather, and aunts and uncles. It is a large 
family. It may or may not be under the one roof. It is close to 
being a clan. In fact it is very clan-like. Sometimes it is small. 

In the Scriptures the household is a very secure place. It is not 
so much a building, or even buildings, as it is a relational nest, a 
place of security, a hive of industry, an operation of working. It is 
a community, but a community of relations and relationships. It 
is the place where one commences as a puking babe and grows 
into a mature adult. One is always learning within the family. 

Paul tells us that through the Son, by the Spirit, we have access 
unto the Father. Jew and Gentile, taken through the crucible of 
the Cross are minted afresh into a new humanity. Now one is not 
a Jew or a 
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Gentile. All who have Faith are children of Abraham. All are 
children of God. 

It is a place where people are free. Jesus said,  
‘The Son inhabits the house. There he is free. The servant, or the slave is not 
free. A man who is a slave to sin cannot say he is a son of the Father within the. 
true household. The Son, however, can take a man who is a slave to sin, and 
make him a son of the Father. He can make him free’ (John 8: 31-36). 

THE FREEDOM OF THE YOKE 

There is a beautiful story in Matthew 11: 25-30. You have to 
look at it for a time before it penetrates the mind. You have to 
work out its perspective before it becomes clear. 

The context is that Jesus has just been indignantly upbraiding 
those cities in which he has told the truth of God. He has taught 
powerfully, and healed and done miracles. Even the miracles are 
signs of the Kingdom. Yet few hear the words, and as for healings 
and miracles, they are not understood. Jesus has said that if 
similar things had been done in Sodom and Gomorrah, those 
cities would have repented. 

Not these cities— they are too polite, too coached in religion! 
That Jesus is indignant with them is clear, He is righteously 

angry. 
Then something becomes very clear to him. These sophisticated 

religionists, these Jewish materialists, cannot hear what he is 
saying. 

But simple fisherfolk, and their ilk, actually hear! They actually 
understand. Fancy that! The exciting thought is that this is how 
God wants 
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This is how it really is. So Jesus thanks the Father. The Father 
is always right. ‘Even so Father, for it seemed good in thy sight.’ 
‘It was your gracious will.’ 

As for the Son—well the Father has delivered everything to 
him. He is on earth what the Father is in heaven. 

How would anyone understand the Father, especially when He 
hides the beautiful truths from the so-called wise and 
sophisticated, and reveals them to the simple ones? No one would 
understand that! 

Except, of course, the Son. He understands, and can reveal. 
Jesus then turned to his listeners, and he said something quite 

wonderful. Let us paraphrase his utterance. 
‘Some of you’, He said ‘have a yoke, Everyone has a yoke, I have 

a yoke. The yoke is that of discipline. Some of you have a very 
heavy yoke. My yoke is light. It is that which I accept; indeed I 
love the Father’s discipline. This yoke does not rub, nor hurt. Nor 
it is painful. In it you feel you are doing what is good and fine. If 
you do not have this yoke, you are doing something else. 

‘Look! It is the yoke of Sonship. It is what the Father places on 
one, but it is easy. It is light. It is a delight. You come and I will 
take yours away, and replace it with mine.’ 

Lamentations 3:27 says, ‘It is good for a man to bear the yoke in his youth’. 
 
It means that if a man grows up under discipline he will not, 

later, chafe under discipline. In fact he will be able to exercise it 
with others, should they need it. 

The Pharisees, ostensibly children of the Kingdom, had a 
perverse delight in laying yokes on people. Jesus said they would 
not lift a finger to ease them. They 
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themselves slipped out from under such yokes. 
Today we call this ‘vicious legalism’. Peter mentions the same 

thing. In Acts 15:10 he says, speaking of ritual demands some of 
the Jewish Christians would make upon the new Gentile 
believers, ‘Now therefore, why do you make trial of God by 
putting a yoke upon the neck of the disciples which neither our 
fathers nor we have been able to bear?’ 

Paul cried,  
‘For freedom Christ made us free. Stand fast, therefore in your freedom, and do 
not come again under the yoke of slavery’ (Galatians 5: 1). 

There are many yokes. One is of course the legalistic imposition 
of following the law. It is legalistic because the law, written in the 
heart, far from being a burden, is a delight. It is the true yoke of 
obedience-through-love. 

There is the yoke of guilt. This is very painful, especially to 
sensitive souls, tender consciences. The admixture of guilt, 
defilement, despair, and loneliness, makes a heavy yoke. Often 
the yokes of guilt .and of legalism are the one. As one they are 
very heavy, very cruel. Only the Cross destroys such yokes. A 
man does not stumble under the yoke of grace. 

 
But notice that some of the Kingdom and children of the family 

do bear a yoke. The heaviest yoke to bear is the no-yoke. That is, 
the attempt to escape basic obedience is the heaviest yoke of all! 
It is like a man begging in order to escape work. His begging 
becomes his burden. It takes away his true humanity. Likewise 
disobedience is a painful yoke. 

To put it briefly: Christ on this occasion really said, ‘My yoke is 
the Son-yoke. I obey the Father. I work under His discipline. In 
this sense I am His disciple. You take this yoke of Son-
discipleship and you will know ease. This is my meekness, my 
humility— 
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obedience. You do likewise, and you will live well in the Family, 
and the Kingdom’. 

THE NATURE OF THE FAMILY—OBEDIENCE 

Now we are ready to see what is the nature of the family. If the 
Son bears a yoke, then also must the sons. Let us look at this 
yoke a little more. 

Jesus said that no man could serve two meters, for disloyalty to 
one would soon come. Behind it he was saying, ‘You cannot, as a 
man, serve two. Yet as a man you must serve one, whatever’. 
That is, man is not made to rule all things, but to serve within 
them, that is serve one. One serves either God or Satan. 

When Jesus cried ‘Abba!’ it was in order to serve the Father. In 
fact the only recorded utterance of this Aramaic word, in the 
Gospels, was when he was in the garden, working out the 
confusion of those hours of pain (Mark 14: 36). Whilst he probably 
addressed his Father in this way on all occasions, these occasions 
are reported in Greek, where the word is ‘Pater’. 

Many have felt that in Gethsemane Jesus was drawing back 
from the Cross, repelled by the evil he would have to bear. For 
certain reasons, however, it is best to understand that Jesus 
thought he was actually dying in the garden, and would not reach 
the Cross. He wanted to reach the Cross, not evade it. He did not 
wish to die in’ the garden. 

Whatever the arguments may be concerning this seeming 
conflict of will, the outcome was that he did the Father’s will. 
Hence his ‘Abba!’ is not the protest against the will, but his 
accession to it. 

We have seen that the sons, within the family, cry ‘Abba!’’ 
This means they also are obedient.  
Not only do they cry ‘Abba!’ They cry ‘Jesus! Lord!’ 
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That cry also is involuntary. It is the cry of obedience—to Jesus 
as Lord. 

The Father is Lord of heaven and earth. Jesus is Lord of all. 
The Son and the Father are one. There are not two masters, but 
one, and so one undivided Lordship. The children of the family 
obey the Father as Lord, and the Son as Lord. 

In fact they also obey the Holy Spirit as Lord— he who is the 
Spirit of the Father and the Spirit of the Son (cf II Corinthians 3: 
17-18, Romans 8: 14, Galatians 5: 16, 18, 25). 

The first thing in the family is obedience. 

PURITY 

‘God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all’, John wrote. He talked about 
having fellowship with the Father, and with His Son, and so with all the family. 
He talked about walking in light together (I John 1: l, 2: 11). 

 
Jesus said, ‘When you pray say, “Our Father, holy be your 

name”.’ 
He also said, ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 

God’. 
Peter said, in his first letter, ‘As obedient children do not be 

conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as He 
who has called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct, 
since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy”. And if you 
invoke as Father Him who judges each one impartially according 
to his deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of 
your exile’ (I Peter, 1: 14-17). 

The reason the family should be pure does not relate to any 
severe concept of holiness, or harsh puritanism. It is because 
holiness is of the essential nature of God, and all His children. To 
be holy is to be free. It is 
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to know moral power, and personal strength. In fact it is the way 
things really are. 

GRACE AND LOVE 

In Ephesians 1:5-6 Paul says that ‘God predestined us in love to 
be His sons, through Christ Jesus according to the purpose of His 
will, to the praise of His glorious grace’. 

He means that to be sons, is to be graced. The vastness of that 
grace is shown by the fact that it surmounts the entire evil of 
man, and liberates human moral failures to become the shining 
children of God. 

This is the act of God’s love. That love is immense. To make silk 
purses out of sows’ ears, or saints out of sinners, is what grace 
does. 

The doing of this makes lovers of the children, and causes them 
to act in grace (graciously) to others. Grace and love are 
hallmarks of the family of God. 

Love issues from purity. To put it another way, ‘When a man is 
purified, he loves God’. Of course, because now he can relate to 
God without fear. God’s holiness does not incinerate him. He 
flows into God from this new holiness, and so he loves. 

Paul says, ‘The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure 
hem and a good conscience, and sincere faith’ (I Timothy 1: 5). 
Peter says similarly, ‘Having purified your souls by obedience to 
the truth for a sincere love of the brethren, love one another 
fervently from the heart’ (I Peter 1: 22). 

A pure heart is like medicine. The whole person is healed and 
refreshed. The children of the family love. Holiness and love are 
inseparably the one. 

LOVE AND FORGIVENESS. 

Paul says, ‘You are God’s chosen race, His saints; He loves you, and you 
should be clothed in sincere 
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compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one 
another; forgive each other as soon as quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven 
you; now you must do the same’ (Colossians 3: 12-13). 

There are many such passages. Forgiveness is another hallmark 
of the children of the family. The Father has forgiven, through 
Christ. Now you forgive. If you do not forgive, it is not that the 
Father takes back His original gift but that gift now appears to be 
no-gift. Its delight has gone, because we do not love and therefore 
forgive. 

Forgiveness means we see every man’s guilt on the Cross, and 
we do not pin it back on him. It means we see what he has done 
against us as borne in that Cross. God has forgiven it; who are we 
not to do the same. 

‘He who is forgiven much, loves much’ is a Christian axiom. 
Being forgiven we love. Loving, we forgive. Forgiving, we evoke 
love. That is the family thing. 

John said, ‘We know that we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren’ (I John 3: 14). 

Paul said, ‘As touching brotherly love, you have no need that 
any man teach you, because you, yourselves are taught of God’. 
Of course- the Father teaches the family. Love is part of the order 
of the family. 

AUTHORITIES 

This last point is a seed-thought. it will need to germinate and 
grow quickly, because we want to view it in its fullness in the 
following chapters. The family prayer is ‘Our Father . . . thy will 
be done’. 

Above, under the heading of obedience, we saw that the family 
does the will of God. The true family 
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is not static. It is doing the will of the Father. The family is 
onward-moving. 

Obedience relates to authority. Within the human family are 
father, mother, brothers and sisters. So, also, Within the family of 
God. Each has a task. There is, so to speak, a family ‘pecking 
order’. 

In the true family there is first a genuine and wholesome 
operation of authorities. There is a genuine and wholesome 
obedience to those authorities. In this case no one ‘feels’ the yoke. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

The Families Within The Family 

THE CREATED FAMILY 

Within the Scripture the really essential and functional 
structure is the family unit. Today we call it the nuclear family—
father, mother, and the children. We have noticed that it has a 
spirit of its own. It is the family spirit, or, as we often say, ethos. 

It has been claimed-that in the Old Testament it is the larger 
family of God, the household of Israel which is primary, and that 
the nuclear family is virtually ‘by the way’. 

This is not true. Clear lines of instruction are given for children 
to obey their own parents. The family unit is clearly indicated 
when it is said, ‘For this cause will a man leave his father and 
mother, and cleave unto his wife, and the two will be one flesh’. 

Obviously the man and the woman, the new bridal couple, start 
a new unit— all of their own. Doubtless they have learned from 
the two families from which they have come, and they use these 
insights and training to rear their own children, but they have 
their family unit. 

The tribe or the clan, in the Old Testament, was a loosely-knit 
congregation of family units. The tribe derived its strength from 
its constituent family units, as they also from it. The two were 
not opposed, the 
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one to the other. To the contrary, they were indispensable, one to 
the other. 

There is much loose thinking, today, about community. It is 
thought that early Christians lived together, almost under the 
one roof. This was not so. At Jerusalem, in a time of crisis, they 
ate their meals ‘from house to house’, meaning they fellowshipped 
together, either as families together, or some families visiting 
others. They shared their resources, but this was voluntary. It 
was not an order, or even a design. 

At Antioch the pattern was again, different Here they seemed to 
retain their normal order of living. That is they did not place 
their resources into a common pool. In fact they were able to send 
help and relief to Jerusalem, and the Church there, in its need. 

Instructions in the Old Testament suggest there was no 
infringement on the life of the nuclear family from the tribal 
community. At the same time there is no suggestion in the New 
Testament that the community of God’s people in any way made 
such demands upon nuclear families as to interfere with their 
domestic life or relationships. The families for their part did not 
live .selfishly to themselves. They were also part of the broader 
community, the family of God. As we have said, there was 
mutuality of life with both. 

PATTERNS WITHIN THE FAMILY 

From here and there, within the Scriptures, we can gather 
helpful hints and instructions on family life. We know for 
example that children should honour their parents. A rebellious 
son, in the Israel community, was stoned by the congregation if 
he persisted in his disobedience. 

Parents, for their part, were expected to be honourable. As they 
related to God, in obedience, so they would administer their. 
families. 
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The daughter belonged to the father, until she was given to her 
future husband, as his wife. This meant the father had to be her 
protector and provider. In fact at no point of life did a woman 
belong to no one. She either belonged as a daughter to her father, 
or as a wife to her husband. When the husband died she would 
come under the tutelage of her husband’s brother. 

The Father also, in Paul’s language, was not to frustrate the 
growing children, but to bring them up, positively, in the fear and 
nurture of the Lord. He was to understand their ways, and not 
merely demand to be understood in his ways. 

Paul said, surprisingly enough, on one occasion, that the 
parents ought to lay up for the children, and not the children for 
the parents (II Corinthians 12: 14). 

Jesus, on the other hand, criticised those Pharisees who 
encouraged men to give to the temple what in fact they should 
have used for their parents in their need (Mark 7: 9-13). 

The point of both these sayings is that there is to be mutual 
concern and love between parents and children. 

We could multiply the practical, down-to-earth advice and 
instruction given With the Scriptures. However that is not to be 
our method, as such, in this chapter. We want to go to the 
principles which govern each relationship, and constitute each 
authority, as it functions within the family, both the nuclear 
family and the family of God. 

BASIC RELATIONSHIPS AND AUTHORITIES 

Are the places and functions of members within the family 
simply by-the-way, or are they according to an appointed 
functional order? 
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We mean, ‘Does a father just happen? That is, is he only 
biologically necessary to the continuation of the human race? 
Does the father and mother affair just happen to be so by virtue 
of that biological necessity, or is this part of a genuine order of 
things?’ 

To go further. ‘Is, in fact, human fatherhood the reflection of the 
Divine Fatherhood? Does it derive from that? Likewise, is 
motherhood just-by-the-way, or simply a biological happening? 
Or, is there an order or pattern of motherhood derived from some 
motherhood? And so on . . .?’ 

This is where we have to go back to the substance of our first 
chapters and think through afresh. the whole matter of 
relationships. We are going to work on the proposition that all 
human relationships derive from equivalent elements contained 
within the Godhead and worked out through creation. 

Some readers may think this a little fanciful. Humility forbids 
the writer from being ungraciously dogmatic. Anyone can be 
wrong where an explicit statement is not made, as such, in 
Scripture. 

Nevertheless, even if the proposition is seen as fanciful, it may 
be, in practice, very valuable. By this we mean that if there are 
essential states or offices of being, such as father, mother, 
children, relating to the Divine level, then on the human level 
much help and instruction could be gathered from these examples 
which exist on a higher level. 

In fact it would get rid of the practice of seeing things on the 
Divine level in the light of those on the human level. It would, of 
course, reverse that practice. Then there is the question of 
homology, that is that it is not so much a question of a higher or 
lower level, of being and operation, but of both being of the same 
order. 
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THE FATHER IS THE FATHER, AND SO ON. . . 

‘I bow my knees before the Father, from whom all fatherhood in 
heaven, and on earth is derived.’ As we have seen, it can also be 
translated, ‘of whom (by, or from whom ) all familyhood ( every 
family ) in heaven and earth is named’ (Ephesians 3: 14). 

If we take it to mean that human fatherhood is derived from 
God’s Fatherhood, then this establishes a principle. It means that 
there are relationships within the Godhead, or issuing from it, 
which arc reflected in the human situation. In any case Paul is 
saying that the whole family structure is derived from the Father. 

We can say, then, immediately, that any human father can 
know what true fatherhood is, by looking at the Fatherhood of 
God. He can copy or imitate this, in-so-far as he is able. He need 
never, then be afraid that his fatherhood would not be real. To 
copy or imitate is only to develop the propensity already given in 
and by creation. Otherwise this gift would not be innate. 
Imitative action would be mimicking and not reality. 

The imitative father would have to remember one principle. h is 
this. ‘Only he who is a son of the Father can understand that 
Fatherhood, and hope to reproduce it in any measure.’ That is, 
redemption renews the creational gift of Fatherhood when it 
renews the reality of true Sonship. 

It could also be said, ‘Only he who is a son of the Father, can 
truly be a father of his son’. 

For the moment we need not draw together all the elements we 
can know of God’s Fatherhood. 

The Son has been, eternally, the Son. This Father-Son 
relationship has always been in operation. Hence 
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the Son is not like a son. This would reduce him to the human 
analogy. He is not one son amongst many. He is the Son. We only 
know sonship, as it ought to be, by his Sonship as it really is. 

THE BROTHER IS THE BROTHER 

In the passage of Hebrews 2:5-14 we see that Jesus is not 
ashamed to call us, the children of God, brethren. In fact he is 
pleased to do so. He is then, Brother to men. Ultimately everyone 
of these children will be in his image. They will reflect his 
likeness. They will have bodies of glory similar to his. He will be 
the first-born among many ( such ) brethren ( see I John 3: 1-3, 
Philippians 3: 21, Romans 8: 30). 

His statement, immediately following his resurrection was, ‘Go to my brethren 
and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and to your Father, to my God, 
and to your God”.’ 

This meant, ‘You are brethren, because we have the same 
Father. I in a unique way, you in the way of your having been 
accepted. I am your Brother’. 

We also saw that to call the Father ‘Abba!’ is to call the Son 
‘Jesus! Lord!’ This means the true (older) Brother has his place of 
authority within the family of God. We recognise him as our Lord. 
We obey him. 

Any man, then, who will be a true brother will look to his older 
Brother to know what is brotherness. 

THE BRIDEGROOM AND THE BRIDE  ARE TRUE 

The Bridegroom (Christ), and the Bride (the Church, are not to 
be thought to be like an earthly. bridegroom or bride, but are the 
true Bridegroom and Bride. 

Paul, in speaking of marriage says, ‘This is a great mystery, and 
I take it to mean Christ and the church’. He means the marriage 
of the Bride and the Lamb 
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(Revelation 19: 7-9, 21:9 if, 22: 17) is the true marriage. Human 
marriage, on earth, is compared to it. 

Let all who would understand being bridegrooms and brides, 
husbands and wives, look to the true archetypes,4 or prototypes 
from which the normative ones derive. 

THERE IS A TRUE MOTHER 

Is there an archetypal Motherhood, within the Godhead? The 
answer is ‘No’. Does archetypal Motherhood issue from the 
Godhead? The answer could well be, ‘Yes’. 

Eve was called by Adam, ‘the mother of all living’. Paul calls the 
‘Jerusalem which is above’, ‘the mother of us all’, meaning all the 
children of God. Calvin said that the church is the mother of 
those whose Father is God. Eve, then, is like ‘the mother of us all’ 
since she is ‘the mother of all living’. 

In Genesis 1:26-27 we read that God said ‘Let us make man in 
our image and likeness, and let them have dominion,’ etc. Then, 
we read, ‘God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and female created he them, and said, “Be 
fruitful, and multiply” etc’. 

May we rightfully deduce from this that total image was man, 
and that when Eve was taken from his side the female element 
was then made in its (her) own right as a person? This one was to 
complement the 

                                                 
4 Note on word ‘archetype’. It must not be thought of in the philosophical sense, eg. p 
,,tonic archetypes which suggest that whet we see in our universe are but shadowy 
expressions of the true and real in the world of reality beyond this world which we 
experience. In fact our meaning of archetype is simple. The archetypes are the source from 
which the true types Issue. Ephesian, 3:14-15 suggests that human fatherhood Issues from 
the Divine Fatherhood, and so on. Divine Fatherhood, is the prototype of the human. Surely 
this Is the dynamic expression of the image of God. 
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For man to reflect the fruitfulness of God he needed both male 
and female elements. These, then must reflect some equivalent in 
God, provided, of course, that we do not connate them sexually 
within the Godhead. It appears, from Scripture, that in eternity 
there will no exercise of sexuality, for, as Jesus said, we will be 
like the angels, neither marrying nor giving in marriage. 

This being so— the female element issuing from God, and 
reflecting some equivalent aspect within the Godhead, then 
archetypal woman will not be Eve, who was beguiled by evil, but 
the Church, who is created out of the side of the Second Adam, 
the true Bridegroom. 

We have to confess this is a form of speculation. Yet when we 
see that Christ loved the church, and gave Himself for her 
(Ephesians 5: 25) and obtained her with His own blood (Act 20: 
28), and that she is not only called His Bride, but also His Wife 
(Revelation 21: 9), then she will be the archetype from which 
wives draw their wifeliness. 

It is interesting, for example to note that in I Corinthians 11:7 
the ‘woman is the glory of man’, ie. her husband. In Revelation 
21:9-11 the bride, the wife of the Lamb comes down out of heaven, 
‘having the glory of God . . . radiance like a most rare jewel . . .’ 

THERE IS A TRUE FAMILY 

The family that we know is the unity of the Father, the Son, 
and the Spirit. It is not possible to make the human family 
correspond wholly with that, unless we were to make the Holy 
Spirit ‘feminine’, and we do not wish to do that. Some have, but 
one feels this is too bold a stroke of speculation. We know that the 
Spirit is the Creative Spirit, and the Spirit of life. 

We also know that the Spirit is very tender, being 
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the Spirit of love. He can be grieved, vexed and quenched. Yet He 
is also the strong Spirit So we may not press ‘feminine’ in any 
total sense that we know it. 

What we can be sure of is the paternal-filial relationship of 
Father and Son. It ‘is from that that all relationships stem. Out of 
the ministry of the Father the Son, and the Spirit— the true 
family of God — His elect people emerges, and is made one. 

We need, now, to see how these relationships function, and gain 
what practical value we can from their operations. 
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN 

The Family Structure, Authorities, 
 and Obedience 

THE COMING TOGETHER OF THE FAMILY 

In John 11:47-52 we see that when the raising of Lazarus was 
reported the Sanhedrin (Jewish Council) was greatly disturbed. 
In fact it was alarmed. So it planned to destroy Jesus. Caiaphas, 
the high priest told them, 

‘You know nothing at all: you do not understand that it is 
expedient for you that one man should die for the people, and 
that the whole nation perish not.’ 

John, the gospellor, adds, ‘He did not say this of his own accord 
but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus should 
die for the nation, and not for the nation only, but to gather 
into one the children of God who were scattered abroad’. 

The coming together was to be by the Cross. There would be no 
family apart from the Cross. God is a Shepherd, or the Shepherd 
(cf Ezekiel, chapter 34). Jesus is the Good Shepherd, and brings 
the flock together. He sees them ‘as deep having no shepherd, 
being scattered abroad’. The prophecy of Ezekiel had 

 
‘For thus says the Lord God, “Behold I, I myself, will search for my deep, and d 
seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when some of the sheep 
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have been scattered abroad, so will I seek out my sheep; and I will rescue them 
from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick 
darkness. And I will bring them out of the peoples, and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land, and I will feed them . . . I, 
myself will be the shepherd of my sheep . . . I will seek the lost and bring them 
back . . .”.’ 

Jesus said that the wolf scatters the flock, but on the. night of 
his betrayal he knew his people would be scattered, that is until 
the event was .over, and the resurrection manifested. Then they 
would be gathered together. 

Why do we give this introduction to the gathered family? 
Because, as someone has said, the church was ‘born crucified’. 

Everyone had to go through that crucible before coming together 
was possible. 

Now let us, in fact, see that this was what happened. 

THE FAMILY TOGETHER 

The coming of the Spirit at Pentecost, brought, as we have seen, 
full revelation of God and ‘His mighty works’. It also brought 
conviction of sin, righteousness, and judgement. When folk saw 
their heinous sin, indeed crime, in crucifying the Lord of glory, 
they cried out in terror and’ despair— ‘What shall we do? 

They were given the answer, ‘Repent, and be baptised, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, and you shall receive 
remission of sins’. 

This is the point. Repentance, that is metanoia, is a total 
change of mind, which includes a total change of attitude, and a 
new way of understanding. At last one sees God in His true light, 
and sin in its foul darkness. Also one comes clean, one withholds 
nothing 
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of the past but confesses it, if not in meticulous detail, then in 
broad terms, but realising the actuality of sin and sins. 

We emphasise this, for the family will never be fully ‘together’ 
where doubt remains as to the nature of sins and God’s grace, 
and so live in forgiveness and the power and fact of justification. 

To put is another way, we say that when guilt is removed 
between man and God, then it is removed between man and man, 
and persons now flow together. The basis for family-being is now 
established. 

When you look at the three principal outpourings of the Holy 
Spirit at Jerusalem (Acts 2), Samaria (Acts 8), and Caesarea 
(Acts 10), you see two things. Firstly that the Spirit comes to Jew, 
Samaritan and Gentile, in accordance with what Jesus said about 
‘the uttermost part of the earth’, and secondly, that all flow 
together as the family. 

Antioch in Syria is a most interesting church situation. Here, 
Jews who were scattered by the persecution of Jesus could not 
desist from preaching the Gospel to Gentiles and gathering them 
into their midst. It was, in fact a pilot-scheme for the later 
churches formed by the ministry of Paul and Barnabas who had 
been sent out from this very church. Jew, Samaritan, and Gentile 
would naturally come together as ‘the family’. 

What actually happened when the Spirit came was the deep 
sensitivity to the full work of the Cross and Resurrection. In 
accordance with Romans 10:9 we see that they confessed Jesus as 
Lord, with their mouths, having believed in their hearts that God 
had raised Him firm the dead. The result of this was their 
liberation from sin, its guilt and pollution. They knew themselves 
to he justified. They were filled with 
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the Holy Spirit, who made all these things real to them. They 
were the family, without impediment between them and the 
Father, and them and their brethren. They loved one another, 
fervently, from the heart. 

The family was now together. As we suggested before it was 
‘born crucified’. The ‘old humanity’ had been taken up into the 
Cross. Out of that purifying crucible the ‘new humanity’ had been 
born. 

THE UNITY OF THE FAMILY 

Paul makes it very clear in Ephesians 4:1-6 that there are three 
factors which make the unity of the church a continuing fact. The 
first is called the unity o[ the Spirit. He is the Spirit of 
oneness, as so beautifully shown in the three ‘Pentecosts’ at 
Jerusalem, Samaria, and Caesarea. He brings love, and floods the 
heart of the new believer. 

The second great unity is that of the Father- ‘One God and 
Father of us all, who is above all, and through all, and in all’. We 
have seen that this is the unity of authority, and Fatherhood 
which cares and provides. 

The third great unity is that of the Lordship of Christ—’One 
Lord’. This means that every believer relates to the Father and to 
Jesus as Lord. It is not merely an emotional relationship, but one 
also of obedience, and service. This relationship is through the 
Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the Son and of the Father. 

We have now come to the point where we can assume our 
discussion concerning relationships. 

THE TRUE FATHER 

We have seen that man fears, and even hates the fact of God 
being Father. He may be prepared to relate to a God of 
philosophical religion and one will boost his intellectual ego, or 
even his religious ego, 
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but one who is Father he rejects for many reasons. 
One of these reasons is that he will have to come under the 

authority of the Father. This will shatter his autonomy — his 
self-rule. 

However, when we go into the matter we often find that the 
person who rejects God as Father does so for one or two reasons. 
He may have had a difficult father, and has reacted to him. 
Instead of seeing that true fatherhood is like that of the 
Fatherhood, he thinks that Fatherhood is like that of the 
fatherhood he has known. Hence he rejects it. 

Or, it may be that he has had a good run-of-the-mill human 
fatherhood, and thinks that God’s is like that. Why then reach 
out for it, when one has had the equivalent? 

Doubtless the above reasoning is not good enough. In fact it is 
superficial. Whilst it is true that the quality of fathers differs 
from family to family, there is a deeper reason for people’s refusal 
to know God as Father. 

It is just that they do not wish to have anyone authoritative 
over them—God no less! If it is conceded that a human father is 
supposed to communicate the nature of the heavenly Father, then 
who has ever done it? Yet it must be seen that a son may reject 
his father, or hold him off at arm’s length, simply because this is 
what he wishes to do! 

It is then only one step to reject God after the same manner. We 
could say that man rejects God because he rejects his father, or 
he rejects his father because he rejects God. In one fell swoop he 
rejects all fatherhood, ie. Fatherhood and fatherhood. 

He may rationalise it this way. ‘I reject you as Father, because 
look at the father you have given reel’ Or, ‘I reject you because 
you do not show true Fatherhood 
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in your universe. Look at the treatment you have given people 
who suffer. Wars, rapes, murders, genocides, deformed children, 
suffering—and goodness knows what! How you have goofed!’ 

When one thinks about it, and listens to complaints of young 
people, a remarkable fact emerges. Incredibly fine young people 
have been plagued with incredibly useless parents! It could be, of 
course that the parents may think exactly the opposite, in which 
case both are wrong! 

Let us be sensible. The relationship with God’s Fatherhood 
is the primary one in all the universe. 

This being true, the secondary one is with the Son, who is also 
the Brother. That immediately gives us the clue that the first 
direct relationship we have in the universe is as sons (or, 
daughters) with the Father. 

Similarly it will be so, in the human realms with one’s father. 
No relationship which is not with the Father will be complete 

with one’s father. Also the relationships we will have with the 
Father will determine the relations we will have in the father’s 
family. 

John said, ‘If any man says “I love Cod”, and hates his brother, 
he is a liar’. He means, ‘if I say I love my Father, and do not love 
my Father’s Son, then I do not love the Father’. Likewise in the 
human situation. 

Further, if I am out of relationship with the Father I am out of 
(true) relationship with the family. If I am out of relationship 
with the father, I am out of (true) relationship with the nuclear 
family. This carries very heavy implications. 

To put it another way: if I do not draw my fatherhood., sonship, 
(motherhood, daughterhood), or my brotherhood, from the 
archetypal source then I am in 
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a relational fix. I am incredibly deficient. I am badly awry. I am 
seeking to relate, but I cannot fully relate. 

What then, of my relationships? The story we are about to tell is 
both significant and sad. 

True fatherhood, motherhood, sonship, daughterhood, 
sisterhood, and the like is no disposable or dispensable element. 
Each is essential to true and full human being and living. 

When one is lost, or denied, or rejected, then damage must 
result in the person of the one affected. It is doubtful whether 
anyone can assess the damage. It is not easily discoverable, and 
remedial treatment is extremely difficult. 

You say, ‘Stop talking in heavy principles. Give us some 
examples in the nitty-gritty, and let us see what you really mean’. 

Very well, let us take some practical examples. 
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN 

The Family and Relationships 

A child has a father who is not, in fact, a fully matured person 
but is somewhat ignorant of the true demands of fatherhood. 
Consequently this father opts out, knowingly or unknowingly, of 
many of his duties and responsibilities. The child reacts against 
the father. He may not understand his reactions. He may despise, 
hate, or reject the father. ‘ 

At the same time he may have longings for fatherhood, and may 
have, from time to time, feelings of ambivalence. He seems to 
both hate and love the father. 

Another child—son, or daughter—may long to have good 
fatherhood and resent the mother, who, in fact, is giving more 
fatherhood to the child than is the father. Unconsciously the child 
resents the father for not being a father. 

Other children exist who have very imperfect fathers, and yet 
they love the father. They may, too, resent the mother for being 
dominant and so they overly take the father’s side. Some children 
will relate well to father and mother, even though these are not 
by any means very special as father and mother. 

In fact when we get to what we call ‘the nitty-gritty’, we find a 
large variety of relationships. 

The fact remains that the relationship with the father will 
determine, to a great degree, relationships with 
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others, both in the family, and out of it. 
One problem is that very few can see their own situation. Were 

they able to see it they would nevertheless find it difficult to be 
objective, since relationships, for the most part, lack calm 
rationality. We know that all relationships, in the ultimate, are 
determined by our relationship (or, lack of it) with God. 

An agnostic, or an atheist (indeed most people) would object to 
this assumption which seems to be quite dogmatic. Yet it must be 
true because man is primarily created to relate to God—as we 
have seen — as a son, a servant, and a creature. How he relates, 
or refuses to relate determines the modes of his operations in life. 
How he relates to God determines how he relates to himself and 
to others. 

RESPONSIBLE TO AUTHORITY 

We have come back to our ‘nitty-gritty’ again. In any 
counselling room counsellees will come, time and again, to the 
early years of their lives. They will tell of their family situations. 

They may disclose many things—longings to be loved, hurts and 
hatreds. They may be baffled about their feelings, and so, their 
relationships within their families, but they will remember 
incidents, and even attitudes. They will all agree on one thing—
whatever happened when they were young has deeply 
affected their lives, and contributed towards their problems 
and unease. 

Of course there are positive elements as well as others. They 
can think with joy of very wonderful and helpful events. 

Psychology, in its various branches, is not slow to be vocal on 
these scores. Many psychologists, psychiatrists and therapists 
base their diagnosis and treatments 
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on the knowledge of the power of these early events. 
One of the keys to any human is his sense of responsibility, or, 

to put it another way, his response to authority. 
One question that could be asked of anyone is, ‘Have you ever 

obeyed anyone?’ 
The answer is very significant. Most of course will say, ‘Oh yes’. 

They may say, ‘I am reasonably obedient in most situations’. 
Often after consideration even some of these will say. ‘No! Come 

to think of it, I rarely actually obey anyone. Not from the heart, 
‘anyway. Mind you, I toe the line. I adapt. At heart, however, I 
must confess that I rarely obey’. 

I wonder what you, as reader, think of this? 
How many of us actually obey anyone, that is accept, totally, 

any authority? We mean the authority of a parent, a teacher, a 
lecturer, a boss; in fact, anyone? True  

HIERARCHY OF AUTHORITY 

‘Call no man on earth, “Father”! You have one Father, in 
heaven.’ 

The Father, in heaven, has delegated authority through many 
channels. Primarily and ultimately, it resides in Him. He has 
given authority to such as angels, who are, many of them, princes 
and ruling powers. 

He has also given authority to many on earth, such as kings and 
governors, presidents and premiers. 

There are elders within the community, and the church, who 
are given authority. 

There are fathers and mothers, older brothers and sisters. 
There are members of parliament, police, officers of this and 

that. 
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‘The powers that be are ordained of God. Whoever resists the 
authority resists God.’ 

The principle of human fatherhood and motherhood is that of 
authority. 

‘Have I ever obeyed anyone, beginning at home?’ Each must ask 
this question. 

There is of course an answer to this. The perfect squelch, you 
may say. 

It is this: ‘Call that an authority?’ (Sarcasm dissolves the 
authority!) 

Or, ‘You never knew my father, He was never a father’. 
Or, ‘1 can never forget my mother. She dominated every pan of 

my life. She was so possessive’. 
How can you obey authorities who abuse their authority? 
In fact, is it strictly correct to call such, ‘authorities’? These are 

many of the questions that have to be answered. Also, they have 
to be answered down where it is, as we say, ‘at the grass roots 
level’. 

We have already spoken about the yoke which is easy and light, 
the yoke of Son-discipleship. Few, having considered it, would 
object. To be under the Father as the Son is under Him must be a 
very rich experience, even though very demanding. 

One would not, in the ultimate, mind being under the human 
equivalent. That is to say one would not mind son-discipleship if 
the father were as God. 

How true! Yet, in fact how many have submitted to the son-
discipleship yoke under the true Father? Let him who has the 
right to say what he will do in human situations. In fact, only he 
has that right! 

No, we have to go back further. We have to see 
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that, whilst human authorities are deficient, their deficiency is 
not the primary point. It is, of course, a point. 

We are not, however, allowed to opt out, simply because of the 
deficiency of the authority. If we were, then how many would 
remain under any authority, since all are deficient, to one degree 
or another? 

The principle we need to learn and then brand it on the 
innermost part of the mind is, ‘When I obey any authority, I 
primarily obey the Father. When I disobey, then I primarily 
disobey the Father’. 

This is not to excuse deficient authority. It is not to justify its 
wrong elements. 

That authority will have to account for every deficient and 
wrong exercise of the commission given him—be he angel, king, 
father or elder brother. There will be rewards for true use, and 
judgements for abuse. Each authority must bear his own sins. 

Each rebel also must bear his own sins. He may not use a 
deficient authority as his excuse. 

This principle is seen very clearly in Ezekiel chapter 18. 

RESPONSIBILITY IS PERSONAL 

In Ezekiel 18 a problem is being discussed. Long before, in 
Israel, God had told His people that idolatry was forbidden. God 
was. a jealous God—as every husband or wife is jealous for the 
spouse. He wanted no idolatry. So He told a principle, 

‘I will visit the sins of the fathers upon the children to the third 
and fourth generation, of them that hate me’. 

He meant, ‘I will let idolatry go, from seventy-five to one 
hundred years, where the generations continually hate me, 
and do not keep my commandments. I will 
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then let the other nation or nations— even though they too, be 
idolaters — come in to punish my people’. 

Also, God said, ‘I will show mercy unto thousands of generations 
of them that love me and keep my commandments’. 

Every generation—especially of His people—ought to love Him 
and keep His commandments. Yet to these He will show mercy! 
These generations will have their failures, even in spite of their 
love for God. 

Israel had experienced many generations of idolatry. They had 
also witnessed less years of punishment, even than God had 
promised. 

Now, as Ezekiel shows, they were in dreadful punishment. 
Invasion after invasion had come. They were decimated as a 
nation. Many of the people were in exile. 

‘So’, they said, ‘what is happening now is not our fault. It is our 
fathers who have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are 
set on edge’. 

Said Ezekiel, in effect, ‘You are eating sour grapes yourselves. 
Your own teeth are set on edge. God has forbidden you to use the 
proverb to excuse yourselves. Why! If you were the very first 
generation to love God and keep His commandments He would 
turn back the tide of judgement!’ 

These perverse children of Israel have much in common with 
perverse children, everywhere. They say, ‘I am suffering, but it is 
not really my fault. It is what my parents were that has brought 
me to this’. 

What they are saying is that man is not responsible, entirely, 
for what he has done. Other factors—of heredity and 
environment—have done this. 

Ezekiel 18 puts the lie to this. Everyone ought to read that 
chapter, time and again. It is the chapter which says we are 
responsible for what we do. 
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In  verses 5 to 18 the prophet makes these statements: ‘If a man 
has a bad father, and his father goes on doing evil, lint the son 
refuses to be as his father, then he shall not suffer for his father’s 
evil. If, on the other hand, a father be good, and a son decide he 
will not be as his father— doing good— then he shall suffer for 
the evil that he decides to do’. 

He means, ‘Every man shall bear his own sin’. In fact, that is 
what he says bluntly. 

This is seen in the following Scriptures: ‘Ezekiel 18: 1-29, 
Deuteronomy 24: 16, II Kings 14: 6, II Chronicles 25: 4. These are 
sufficient to show that God is not irrational in His punishments. 
No man bears the sins of his parents, as such, where he loves God 
and keeps His commandments. 

In another sense, we all bear all the sins of the world, since we 
live in a sin-polluted world. We get the effects of sin, everywhere, 
as also sin’s various impacts, but we are not bearing those sins. 
They who do them are bearing them. 

To get back to our point: these who were of the new generation 
were blaming the ‘oldies’. What they were doing was off-loading 
their own guilt. They were using the old technique of ‘no 
responsibility’ or, ‘only part responsibility’. 

This approach constitutes a denial of man being in the image of 
God. Man has total responsibility for all that he does, because he 
has total choice. If his choice were not total, neither, then, would 
his responsibility be. 

A person says, ‘My father was deficient’, or, ‘My mother did not 
treat me properly’. And so on. 

What the person says is true. It is also true that God holds no 
man responsible for the circumstances in which he was born, but 
He holds him responsible 

FATHER! MY FATHER! 

 117

for the uses .to which he puts them. No one is responsible for his 
parents, but he is responsible for his reactions to them, or, 
positively, his responses to them. 

As we have said; no authority in the world is perfect, apart from 
God. Yet we are to accept the authorities and act positively 
towards them. 

So: where they are wrong, we must forgive them. Where they 
have erred, we must understand them. Where we have suffered, 
we must not hit back, nor take revenge. 

All of this sounds weirdly idealistic, like something in a ‘cuckoo 
cloud realm’. Yet it is not. 

In fact no man can afford to retain anger in his mind, hatred in 
his heart, bitterness in his memory. Apart from the damage that 
such elements do to the person, they are against the real order of 
the universe— the nature and love of God. 

ACCEPTANCE OF RESPONSIBILITY 

The whole family situation depends upon the personal 
acceptance of responsibility. The basic assumption of fallen man 
is that God is not truly Father, that He is not beneficent, that He 
does not love His world, nor provide for it. He is severe, 
judgemental, even callous. He is absent from its operations. 

Yet Paul says that the true Father is ‘above all’, that ‘He is in 
all’, and that ‘He is through all’. Neither locked out of nor into His 
creation, He can express His love in all its needs; and He does. 

The assumption of fallen man is that he must make his own 
way. God is virtually his enemy. As for Him being Father— that 
is a laugh! 

God, he thinks, holds all the cards in His hand. Man must work 
his own passage, as best, under the circumstances. Man is not 
wrong, only at worst the 
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victim of fate, and at best, someone who can make it in 
everything but death! 

Yet all man has to do is to accept his failure, face it, confess it, 
and repent of it, 

He must never lay the blame for anything on anyone— 
not God nor man but himself! 

To confess is to face up to all one has ever been. To repent is not 
only to be sorry for it, but to see that God is the God of grace and 
releases a man from all failure. 

This is what chapter 18 of Ezekiel closes on: ‘Therefore I will 
judge you, O house of Israel, everyone according to his own ways, 
says the Lord God. Repent and turn away from all the 
transgressions which you have committed against me, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! 

‘Why will you die, 0 house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of 
anyone, says the Lord God: so turn, and live’. 
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN 

At Last — Full Relationships! 

LOVE—THE LAW OF THE FAMILY 

That is it— love is the law of the family. The father and mother 
love the children. The children love firstly the parents, and then 
the others — brothers and sisters, as the case may be. ‘ 

If, however, there is an impediment between a child and 
parents, it will be between the child and its fellow family-
members. Remember? ‘If a man says “I love God”, and hates his 
brother (whom he sees) then he is a liar!’ 

How can I say I love my father when I do not love my father’s 
son, or my father’s daughter? The child is part of the father. 
Hence John says, ‘He who loves the parent loves the child’. (I 
John 5: 1). 

If, then, there is a ‘hang-up’ between child and parent, if the 
child blames the father for his failures, and the shape of his 
destiny (or, ‘fate’), then there can be no real relationship. 

There can only be disaffection, a break, and anguish for the 
child. Anguish also for the parent. 

As we say; if one is not a good son, he is not a good brother. Also 
he is not a good husband; nor is he a good father. 

The primal relationship—that with the Father—affects, for 
good or evil, every other relationship. If 
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that relationship is healed then all relationships will be healed. 
How can that relationship be healed? 
Through the Cross; only through the Cross.  

THE DEPTH AND RELATIONSHIP ANGUISH AND TRAUMA 

It is so easy to talk about relationship shocks, reactions and 
lasting resentments, but probably no one can hope to depth the 
subterranean areas of human experience, and estimate the 
damage, and so assess the problem. 

When we look at the creational expectancy of any child born 
into the world, it would be as follows: Each child would expect to 
be conceived as wanted, as the love-product of the total union of 
the wife and husband. Nothing of lust as such should be at 
conception; nothing of love-compensation in either of the 
partners. 

The child should be carried in a pregnancy which is secure- the 
father at peace, and the mother serene. If other children in the 
family, then no tremor of jealousy passing into the mother. 

 
The womb the gentle love-nest of the child-to-come.  
The child born with the mother’s glad sacrifice of pain.  
The father welcoming his child; being near. 
The home, and the world, being the nest of joy, 
serenity.  
Tranquillity and love being the gentle introduction 
to this world. 
Whenever did that happen, in man’s history?  
What incredible idealism!  

 
And why did it not happen? Was man not made in the image of 

God. And is not God, Father? Is He not love? 
Should not man be the love-creature of his Creator; 
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the love-son of his Father; the love-servant of his eternal King? 
Hence the pressures that bear on a child born into a sin-

polluted world. The tremors that come through in the womb, the 
crude manner (often) of birth. The rude shock as the babe moves 
out into another world, than that of the womb. 

Perhaps a jealous mother, or father, or brother or sister. 
Perhaps fear, Maybe the parents too immature to tend a child. 

Too mixed-up to know how to let love flow out. 
What child, then, would ever succeed? What a seeming 

impossibility. 
Yet, wait. It is not an impossibility. 
 

*  *  *  * 
 
The creational order of man is love. True, the fallen order is 

against that love.. The great headstone in relationship is the 
Father. When He is there love may flow, and flow beautifully. 

No human can ever dream how beautiful it could be. Sometimes 
it is like that. Most often it is not like that. Most often it is a 
marred experience. Sometimes it is scarred. 

The anguish of disappointed expectancy is dulling. Hurt, 
resentment, bitterness— how quickly these grow and increase. 

The reaction against the parents, or even just one parent. The 
shock concerning creation and its crudities. The sense that God 
must be— like His humans and creation—cruel. Bitterness 
growing. The flood of cynicism. 

The adjustment, the adaptation. If not obedience 
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then the ‘toeing the line’. The dreary conformity beneath which 
resentment breeds. 

Forms of compensation that grow. Creation of short term 
purposes. Compensatory relationships for the love missed. 

And all of this, every bit of this, wrong. Terribly, terribly wrong.  
 

*  *  *  * 
 
‘We’re only human.’ ‘There is a limit to love.’ ‘You can expect so 

much, but then that’s it.’ 
Yes, that’s it. That is the love which fallen human persons give. 
It is really, in the ultimate, not real love. At best it is a sop to 

the conscience. 
Says Paul, ‘Love beaks all things; believes all things hopes all 

things, endures all things’. 
What a statement! Nothing can go beyond love. Love can go 

beyond all things. 
To ‘bear all things’ is to take them into oneself and there 

destroy them—’Love covers the multitude of sins’. 
To ‘believe all things’ is to believe that in another God so works 

that that one can be changed, and is being changed. 
Love ‘hopes all things’, means it sees the successful end from 

the unpromising beginning. It knows the present process will 
surely climax in perfection. 

For love to ‘endure all things’, is to take the knocks, blows, 
misunderstandings, persecutions, hates, and never react, never 
be hurt or bitter. 

What love! Yes, what love, but then only God’s love is that kind 
of love. In fact God’s love is Himself. That kind of love in us is 
God Himself, working His miracle. 
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Yet every child, creationally is in that image. The ‘image of love. 
The theological realist says, ‘Man is fallen: what can you expect 

of him?’ 
True, you can expect nothing, and so nothing will happen. God, 

however, expects all. To hate, He says is to murder. To love is to 
be the true child d God. 

No one: no one in the wide world has an excuse. Love—God’s 
love—is totally resilient. It can meet every blow, withstand every 
shock. Beaten, it does not bruise. 

As we said, it is not human love. It is God’s love. Yet it is the 
love which works through humans who surrender to the Father 
and obey His will. 

 
Without doubt this is a mystery. Why does one child, even in 

the same family, love, and another hate? Why does one react, and 
the other respond? Why does one reject the evil of the father and 
decide for the good? Why does another accept the evil and decide 
to follow it? 

No one can answer these questions. A crude over-simplification 
of the ‘noble doctrine d predestination puts the onus upon God, 
and leaves it there, squarely. At the best this is a fearful 
philosophy. 

What we do know is the Cross. We know that at the Cross every 
mangled, tangled, bruised and hurt relationship was healed. He 
bore our griefs and carried our sorrows. There never was sorrow 
like unto his sorrow. He bore the innate anguish of sin, its horror, 
terror, defilement and burden. 

He entered into the milleniums of accumulated anguish, and 
the most terrible cry of all was rent 
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from him. ‘My God! My God! Why hast thou forsaken me?’ 
See the apologists rush to deny he was forsaken. Of course he 

was forsaken that he might accept the forsakenness of all, and 
make it his own, destroying it in the holy love which was his. 

He said to the Father, at the beginning, ‘Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do’. 

After his terrible cry he said, ‘It is finished!’ 
At the end, he said, gently, trustingly, ‘Father, into thy hands I 

commit my spirit’. 
Beautiful! Beautiful! 
 
There is therefore, now, no condemnation to them that are in 

Christ. There is therefore, now no need for hurts of the past, 
wounds in the memories, scars on the mind, checks in the spirit, 
fear over the person. 

The Cross is the balsam which has healed the wounds. 
The peace of the Cross is the balm which soothes the wounded 

ones. 
The release is full. The relief is pure. The mind is free. The 

spirit knows love. 
The heart cries, on the one hand ‘Abba! Dear, dear Father!’ 
On the other hand it cries, ‘Jesus! Lord!’ How glad it is for what 

he has done. How grateful to him. And as it relates to the Father, 
why it relates to all! Through the Father we come to the entire 
family m the people of God. At that time our own family, the 
nuclear family, is cleansed. Each is loved. 

Even the family of Adam, those as yet out of Christ, 
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and out of love, away from the Father, we love. Hence we do good 
unto all men, especially those of the household of faith. 

CONCLUSION 

What is our practical, down-to-the-nitty-gritty conclusion? 
It is this. Every person who comes into this world is caught in 

the entail of Adam’s sin. Everyone, knows some fraction, or other, 
in relationships. None loves fully. This lack of love we can 
rationalise away, blaming parents, family, genes or 
circumstances. We can even find weaknesses within ourselves, 
but for all of it, in some way or another we must take 
responsibility. 

True, we cannot expect a child, even creationally intended to be 
in the love-image of God, to be mature in love. 

It is also true that it is only in time that our love ‘can abound 
yet more and more, in all knowledge and discernment’. 

It is also true that others can make these little ones to stumble. 
This is all part of a sin-polluted world. 

Yet at core the image of God is immensely powerful. The tiniest 
child has great resources of willpower, or, as some say, ‘won’t-
power’! 

Be all these things as they may, there is horror when the 
created child meets the cruelty and selfishness of the world. It is 
shocked to find out the human situation. 

There is only one shock greater that it can experience. It is the 
shock when it finds out how cruel, selfish and self-seeking it also 
can be, and is. 

The perpetual off-loading of guilt on to God, our 
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fellow-men, or the circumstances and surroundings of life is not 
good enough. Nor is it necessary. It discovers that what is in the 
world about is also within it, itself. 

The Cross has cut across all this. It says, ‘No matter where the 
fault lies, No matter how deep the problem, or how heavy the 
anguish, he, the Son has solved it’. ‘ 

It also says, ‘This Cross is God’s plan and action. Now the Son is 
the way to the Father’. 

The Cross is also the way to forgive others —forever. This 
forgiveness is imperative. Also it liberates men and women to 
love. Through them the love of God begins to move. This ocean is 
ultimately to cover the whole of creation. It is that ‘glory of the 
Lord which covers the earth, as the waters cover the sea’. 

Let every reader kneel before that Cross. Let every man be 
forgiven. Then let him forgive all. Let all the anguish die out of 
the human heart, and let His peace and serenity reign. 

Let tranquillity fill the places of anguish. 
Let God be Father, and the Son be Son, and father be father, 

and mother mother, and brother brother, and sister sister, and 
everyone everyone, and God be everything to everyone. 
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN 

More About Relationships 

We cannot yet leave the subject. We have to discover more 
about the matter of relationships. In Ephesians 3:14 Paul says 
that all fatherhood and familyhood flow from the Father. They 
derive from Him. We saw that if the relationship here, on earth, 
is not good, then it is scarcely likely to be good with the heavenly 
Father! ‘If any man says, “I love God” and hates his brother, he is 
a liar.’ 

If he cannot love what he sees, and what is in fact the reflection 
of his father, then he certainly will not love that which casts the 
reflection. 

Most of this springs out of a wrong view of God, and of man. 
God is authority. Says Paul, ‘There is one God and Father of us 
all, who is above all and through all and in all’. ‘Above’ means 
in the place of authority. ‘Through all and in all’ means in the 
place of warm intimate, and helpful relationship. 

Yet look at it closely: No ‘above’ then no ‘through and in all’. We 
mean authority is required for true relationships: True 
relationships flow from authority. 

THE THING ABOUT AUTHORITY 

We have already seen that at the beginning man rejected the 
authority of God. Thereby he lost true understanding of the 
universe. When Jesus came to show ‘the Father—’The Above All’ 
—they became 



FATHER! MY FATHER! 

 128

angry. He seemed about to impose authority on them, again. So 
they got mad. 

We nearly all get mad at authority. Or, underneath we exercise 
passive resistance. 

None of us likes authority. Generally those who do not like it, 
often want to exercise it. Yet authority, really understood, is a 
very wonderful thing. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT 

The word springs from the word ‘author’. An author is one who 
creates something, or authors it. That is, he causes something to 
flow ‘forth. This is what authority does. It causes something to 
flow forth. God caused something to flow forth—creation! Such 
causing naturally gives a right or authority. 

The authority is to watch over, protect, correct what one has 
authored. Take for example this book. Others may have 
suggestions for its betterment, but only one may correct or re-
arrange it; the author. ‘The world is the Lord’s and the fullness 
thereof’, sang the psalmist. God is above all, ie. in the place of 
authority. Can the thing made rebel against its Maker? Well, yes, 
but it ought not to do so. God has rightful authority because he is 
Creator. 

Authority, then, is creative. It is dynamic. It is not there to 
maintain a dull status quo but to perfect that which is under it. 
In the realm of persons the authority is there to protect, correct, 
instruct, assist, provide for, and bring to maturation. As with 
God, so with fathers and their families. As with schools, so with 
their heads and teachers. As with governments, so their leaders 
and the people. And so on. 

Authority, rightly understood and rightly exercised is very 
wonderful. It puts itself out for those it serves. Authoritarianism 
is authority for its own sake, and 
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not for its goals and responsibilities. It is not, of course, 
wonderful. 

WE GET MAD AT AUTHORITY 

You bet we do. We get mad when it does not provide true 
correction, protection, instruction, discipline, providence and 
maturation. We get mad because we see these elements as our 
right. This is often followed, if not preceded, by anger because we 
do not wish to submit to authority, anyway. Even more anger 
comes when we are not motivated to good goals, or prevented in 
Teaching the ones which we decide in our rebellion are good for 
us. 

We get mad at God. We find wrong things in His universe. We 
find wrong people, wrong circumstances. Soon we accuse God. 
Maybe it is a let-out for our own consciences, but that it not what 
matters. We want to do our own thing, and authority gets in the 
way. Get it out of the way! 

ACCEPTING AUTHORITY 

This is what the Prodigal Son was glad to do. The moment he 
was glad he could relate to his father. Not so the elder son. He 
had looked on his father as a grim person. ‘AH my life I have 
served you.’ A life of servitude! Where was the Father? Where 
was his warm sonship? Where was the relationship? Like his 
brother he had had a deficient view of the Father, and it goes 
with us all. We do not accept authority. In our guilt we compile 
dossiers of negative information about those in authority. We talk 
of ‘them’ and call them ‘the junta’, or some such thing. We justify 
our rebellion by criticisms of authority. Of course, as we 
have said, no authority is perfect anyway, so our grounds for such 
criticism seem good. Yet, neither are we perfect! 
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If we can get a good view of authority, then we will begin to 
discover what love is. God, as ‘above all’ is the One who exercises 
love towards us. He creates us. He redeems us. He leads us 
towards good goals. He brings us to maturation. That is, He 
brings us to glory! If this is not love then what is love? 

LET US REPENT OF WRONG ATTITUDES AND  
ACCEPT THE RIGHT ONES 

Of course earthly authorities are deficient; in fact everyone of 
them, including us as fathers, mothers, elder brothers, teachers, 
pastors, and statesmen. We have all failed from time to time, and 
not always deliberately. Also we have been raised under deficient 
authorities. That is just the history of the world. So why then get 
mad? Getting mad is a conceit 

We need to forgive. We have seen that. We must forgive those 
who did not exercise authority perfectly. We must remember all 
men are sinful. The marvel is that they do anything right. Like 
us, they keep failing. 

We must forgive them. We will not do that until we receive, 
totally, the total forgiveness of God. Then we must forgive totally. 
Forgiving others is the automatic and reflexive spin-off of having 
been forgiven. If we do not forgive—and that immediately—that 
beautiful forgiveness d God goes stale on us. What a pity! 

If we forgive immediately, then it gets to be a habit with us. Of 
come, if we think God only forgives when we earn it by groaning 
contrition then we will equally demand groaning contrition of 
others. If we see God as forgiving for all time, by grace, then we 
will also be gracious in forgiving. 

Also there is one very important thing: we also need to be 
forgiven! We mean that whereas our fathers may have failed, so 
also did we. We saw two chapters back 
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that our negative reactions are also sins. Not until we consciously 
recognise this fact will we be free of them. 

However, the most positive thing is the amazing love of God in 
forgiving us. Hence in our relationships we will forgive and be 
forgiven. Then we will relate well to authorities. The accumulated 
guilts will be gone. We will be free, then, to obey. 

WORKING OUT FROM THE FAMILY 

If we can see that our anger against our own fathers works out 
in anger against the Father— who is above all — then we will see 
that accepting our earthly father will mean we have accepted the 
heavenly Father. 

Likewise the earthly wife who accepts the Lordship of the 
heavenly Bridegroom (over his church, his bride) must also accept 
the earthly bridegroom. A daughter who relates well to her 
father, relates well to her husband and her children. 

The son who accepts the father whether he be a good father or 
not, will help the family, and later will relate well to his own wife 
and children. This is the order of things, first acceptance of 
authority, then good relationships, and so, good exercise of 
authority. 

DOING SOMETHING ABOUT IT, NOW 

Why talk in this way and do nothing? Why not go back, now, 
and forgive and be forgiven? Why not relate fully, now, to all 
persons, within the family, and outside. it? Why not primarily 
relate to the Father, as above us, and then in us and with us? 
Why not come under the Lordship of His Son? Why not be under 
the control of the Holy Spirit? 

All of this is remedial. All of this is getting us to the place where 
we can begin to live. Here we can reasonably pray, when we see 
wrong, ‘Father, forgive them for they know not what they do’. 
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LAUNCHING INTO THE RELATIONSHIPS OF LOVE 

In our last chapter we saw that the word of the Cross freed the 
members of the family to come together in love. In this chapter 
we have seen that the old ‘hang-ups’ are very real. They must be 
dealt with by forgiveness. Then relationships can become rich. 

The way of relationships is obedience. Little more needs to be 
said. ‘This is the love of God that we keep his commandments’ (I 
John 5: 3). The greatest of these is to love God and fellowman and 
one’s sell. 

If all were obedience, then love would flow simply. Authority 
would not be looked upon as harsh or oppressive. We are told to 
‘prefer one another in love’ (Romans 12: 10), and to ‘esteem others 
better than ourselves’ (Philippians 2: 1-4). Paul in this latter 
context has the great example— Christ. He did not think it a 
thing to be grasped at to retain his heavenly prerogatives. He 
became man, and a servant to man. So did he serve in a love 
never before seen. So likewise do we serve, giving ourselves for 
others, and giving ourselves to them. 

The sharing of relationships in love is nothing if not wonderful. 
From time to time it may even need the love which is discipline, 
and the love which rebukes, but that will be part of the *whole of 
love. 

One day it is all going to be love. We had better get in some 
practice now. We do not want to be awkward in love in that day. 
Only practice makes perfect. 
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CHAPTER EIGHTEEN 

The Future of the Family, and the  
Family of the Future—I 

INTRODUCTION TO A THEME 

Without doubt the future which we call eternity is what this 
time-space operation is all about. If it 

were not, then it would be absurd. It is the hope of that great 
future which spurs us. on. For this very reason those outside the 
Christian Gospel seek to create a substitute for the future, eg. 
Marxism with its promise of a virtual ‘Kingdom of God’ (without. 
God of course) on earth. 

There is a number of themes which will interweave this 
chapter, and help us to tie off a lot of loose ends. These are such 
themes as the Kingdom of God, sons of the Kingdom, the 
inheritance of the sons, the inheritance of the Kingdom, the 
people of God, the sons of the covenant, and so on. Also we will 
need to look at the fact of the ultimate family, its home, and the 
life and work of the people of the future. Necessarily it must not 
be so much in the future that it does not link with the present. 
Nor must it be so much in the present that it does not link with 
the future. 

It is not going to be an easy task to gather these materials in 
such a way that they do not overlap. In fact they so interweave 
that it will require concentration and effort, not only to formulate 
but to read 
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and absorb them. Let us try to do it.  

THE GLORY THAT WILL BE 

Probably our best way of approaching this is to see that 
everything ultimately will be glory. That is to say, everything will 
be glorified. Isaiah 11:9 says, ‘The earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea’. Habakkuk 
2:14 says, ‘For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea’. Ephesians 1:17 
speaks of God as ‘the Father of glory’, and this follows on the 
passage where Paul has said that both Jew and Gentile who 
constitute God’s elect people will be ‘to the praise of His glory’. 
This accords with Isaiah 43:6-7 which says, 

 
‘I will say to the north, Give up, 
 and to the south, Do not withhold;  
Bring my sons from afar, and my daughters 
 from the end of the earth,  
Everyone who is called by my name, 
 Whom I created for my glory,  
Whom I formed and made.’ 

 
When we put these Scriptures together a pattern begins to 

form. It is this: God is the Father of glory. His children are his 
glory. Since He made them in His image, they originally reflected 
His glory. However having fallen, and then having been 
redeemed, they now show the glory of His grace, as also His full 
glory. The glory that will cover the universe will largely be 
redeemed mankind, the children of God. 

There is another significant aspect. Romans 8:18-30 gives us a 
picture of the whole creation being renewed. This accords with 
the ‘new heavens and the new earth’ of Revelation 21: 1-7, and 
the pictures of it given in Isaiah chapters 65 and 66. Also in II 
Peter 3:l0 ff 
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we are given an account of the process by which the renewal 
takes place. It is a renewal by fire. For this we should compare 
Matthew 3:11-12 and Isaiah 4: 4, cf Isaiah 11:4 and II 
Thessalonians 2: 8. Creation will be renewed into glory. This too 
will be part of the glory of the Lord as it is reflected in and by the 
regenerated world (Matthew 19: 28). 

When we see that personally each child of God will be glorified 
so that be is in the very image of God’s Son (Romans 8: 28-30, I 
John 3: 1-3), then we can see that the ultimate glory will be the 
family, the people of God, the Kingdom of God in its fullness. 
Notice again that whatever visual elements may manifest thin, 
the glory is, at depth, a moral, or a spiritual glory. Redeemed 
mankind will have, each member of it, a body of glory 
(Philippians 3: 21, d I Corinthians 15: 35-54). 

Now we can begin to see how it will work out in detail. 

THE SONS OF THE KINGDOM 

In Matthew 8:12 the children of Israel are called ‘the sons of the 
Kingdom’. Sadly enough, Jesus points out that many who are 
sons by blood descent from Jacob, are not, in fact, true sons of the 
Kingdom, for many ‘will be thrown into outer darkness: there 
men will weep and gnash their teeth’. Already John the Baptist 
had pointed out that blood descent from Abraham did not 
automatically make true sons of Abraham (Matthew 3: 7-10). 
Jesus had reinforced this idea (John 8: 39-44), whilst Paul points 
out in Galatians 3 that only men of faith are truly children of 
Abraham. 

The true sons of the Kingdom are those who are of the true 
‘Israel of God’ (Galatians 6: 16). Such came 
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to John and Jesus when they announced the Kingdom and Were 
baptised of them, with a view to the Kingdom. Nicodemus was 
told that entrance into the Kingdom only came through new 
birth, by the Holy Spirit. Paul says it is an act of God to transfer 
us from the powers of darkness into the Kingdom of the Son of his 
love {Colossians l: 13-14). Paul tells his converts who are in the 
Kingdom that they yet have W go through much tribulation 
before they are ultimately secure in that Kingdom (Acts 14: 21-
22). Meanwhile they suffer for the Kingdom (II Thessalonians 1: 
5). 

THE ULTIMATE KINGDOM 

What, then, of the ultimate Kingdom? Who will be in it? What 
will it be like? Some of those questions are answered in the 
Gospels. John and Jesus had promised the immediate coming of 
the Kingdom. When the disciples seemed a little wearied 
concerning it, Jesus said to them, ‘Fear not, little flock, for it is 
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom’ (Luke 12: 
32). On the night he was betrayed he said, ‘As my Father has 
appointed to me a Kingdom, so I appoint to you a Kingdom’ (Luke 
22: 28-29). 

This Kingdom is the reign and rule into which, in glory, the 
people of God shall enter. It will be a reign of righteousness. To 
the children of God it is called an inheritance. Hence the children 
have to be careful lest they, like the faithless (Jewish) sons of the 
Kingdom, be cast out. Paul says many times, ‘They that do such 
things shall not inherit the Kingdom of God’ (cf I Corinthians 6:9 
f, Galatians 5: 21, 6: 7, Ephesians 5: 5, etc.). 

Now to bring it to where we are. When we pray, ‘Our Father . . . 
in heaven . . . thy Kingdom Come’, then what do we mean? What 
do we expect? We expect 
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to also see One who is Father as King. Do we expect to be, as it 
were, princes? Probably not, yet that is what we will be. That is 
the incredible fact. 

In Revelation 5:10 it is written, of the saints, ‘Thou . . . has 
made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall 
reign on earth’. In Revelation 22:5 it says of the eternal glory, 
‘And night shall be no more: they need no light of lamp or sun, for 
the Lord God will be their light, and they shall reign 

ever and ever’. These statements show us that the ‘sons of the 
Kingdom’ shall become princely within the Kingdom. They reign, 
in eternity. This relates to Revelation 21:7 where it is said,’ He 
who conquers. I shall grant him to inherit all things, and he shall 
be my son, and I shall be his God’. It seems incredible that we 
should reign. 

Yet this is how it must be, since in Daniel 7:22 it is written, ‘... 
the Ancient of Days came, and judgement was given for the saints 
of the Most High, and the time came when the saints received the 
Kingdom’. In verse 27 it is added, 

 
‘And the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under 
the whole heaven  
shall be given to the people of the saints of the 
 Most High: 
 their kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom,  
and all dominions shall serve and obey them.’ 

 
We see then, that the family of the future will be the Kingdom-

family, and will reign in glory. Much more, of course, needs to be 
said about this. We need to see from I Corinthians 15:24-28 that 
Christ puts down other kingdoms in order to complete the 
triumph of the Kingdom. This triumph is announced by the angel 
in Revelation 11:15 and shown by the bowing 
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of every knee to Christ in Philippians 2:9-11. Concerning this 
completed Kingdom we hear the words of the King (the Lord 
Christ himself). 

‘Come you blessed of my Father, enter the Kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.’ 

(Matthew 25: 34) What also needs to be seen is the indication in 
Hebrews 2:5-8 that God had intended man, anyway, to have 
dominion over ‘the age to come’, and this is of course the age of 
the Kingdom of the Father. 

THE SONS AND THE FAMILY 

In Matthew 8:11 the children of God are called ‘the sons of the 
Kingdom’. In Acts 3:25 the people of God are called ‘sons of the 
prophets’ and ‘sons of the covenant’. It is worth remembering that 
in Malachi 2:10 ‘covenant’ and ‘Father’ are closely linked. 
Likewise in Jeremiah 31:31-34 covenant and the people of God 
are also linked. 

The promise ‘I will be their God and they shall be my people’ is 
often found on God’s lips, through His prophets. Hence in Ezekiel 
37:24-28 there is a prophecy which is fulfilled in Revelation 21: 1-
7. God actually comes amongst His people and dwells with them. 
We can come little closer than such statements when we think of 
God as Father or Covenant—Father, and of us being His beloved 
people, seeing He will ‘wipe away every tear from their eyes’. This 
is surely a gentle and tender picture of the loving Father. 

As for the phrase ‘sons of the prophets’, this is really derived 
from Psalm 105:12-15 where all the Israelites were said to be 
God’s prophets (his ‘anointed ones’). This also links with Acts 2:17 
when all of this age of Messiah will prophesy (cf Acts 1: 8, 
Revelation 19: 10). We see then that the ultimate family will be 
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composed of those who are sons of God, sons of the covenant, sons 
of the prophets, and sons of the Kingdom. This will surely be 
some family!  

THE GLORY OF THE FATHER 

We have seen that what the Son accomplishes displays in action 
the glory of the Father. In John’s Gospel everything that Jesus 
does is the Father doing it, and so at the end of the age 
everything that he has’ done is the glory of the Father. Likewise 
all that the sons do and are is really the glory of the Father. 
Hence when the whole family is present then the glory of the 
Father will shine forth.. Quantitatively His glory will be seen in 
the ‘multitude which no man can number out of every nation and 
people and kindred tribe and tongue’, all of whom worship Him 
day and night in His temple (Revelation 7: 9-14). Qualitatively 
His glory will be seen in each son, for each will be totally in the 
image of His own Son. 

This image must not be thought of as being only visual 
radiance, but rather the radiance of true character, fully 
matured, and containing those rich resources of love, holiness, 
righteousness, goodness and truth — the true ‘issues of life’ now 
flowing from every member of the corporate family. What a 
magnificent sight, and what magnificent action! 

Many times in Scripture it has been made clear that no man 
has ever seen God. In Exodus 33, God told Moses that no one 
could see him and live. The human frame in its present state 
could not sustain a full knowledge of God. In I Timothy 6:15-16 it 
speaks of Him as ‘the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality and dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no man has ever seen or can see’. 
Yet we are told that we shah see Him ‘face to face’ (Revelation 22: 
4). 
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It is true that even here some say we will see the Son but not 
the Father. This may be, yet Revelation 14:1 speaks of the name 
of the Father being on their foreheads (as well as that of the Son), 
and it seems from the Revelation 22 context that this is the 
Father they see, since His name is written on their foreheads. 
Also in I Corinthians 13:8-12 Paul is saying that we shah see 
even as we are seen. Now we know in part, but then fully. Now 
we see in a mirror, dimly, but then, ‘face to face’. Fearfully 
wonderful as its sounds, we shall know as we have been known, 
see as we have been seen. How thrilling when the glory of the 
Father shah be so brilliantly reflected in the sons, and the entire 
family. Then, indeed his Fatherhood shall shine forth in 
wonderful beauty. Then we shall tremble with that wonder. 

THE GLORY OF THE SONS 

Under this heading we have to see a number of things. I John 
3:1-3 tells us that we shall see him, we shall be like him. It seems 
to refer to the Son. Unbelievable as this is, each son of God will 
be like the Son! As we have seen, all the sons are in the Son 
(Hosea 11: 1, Matthew 2: 14, Galatians 3: 26-29). They receive 
their fullness from his eternal fullness. What then shah this glory 
be? 

In Romans 8:18-25 Paul tells us that at present the sons are not 
wholly fulfilled, and certainly not fully free. He speaks of ‘the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God’. This glorious liberty relates to 
‘the sonship, that is the redemption of the body’. He means that 
the sons shall one day have ‘a body of glory’. This will be ‘like his 
body of glory’, ie. the glorified humanity of Christ. 

Seen on earth after the resurrection this resurrection body was 
truly that of a man— ‘does a spirit have 
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flesh and bones?’5—yet had properties that human bodies are not 
known to have, such as appearing in a locked room, and so on. 
Yet that body could use its five senses, and even eat fish and 
honey. This body glorified, will be ours. Incredible thought. It will 
not be subject to corruption— ‘It is raised incorruptible; it will 
have put on immortality’. This is the freedom; the freedom to be 
truly human, truly glorified humanity, without the trammels and 
temptations which limit the present body. 

                                                 
5 See Luke 24: 3843, Matthew 28: 9, John 20: 19-23, 21: 9-14. 
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CHAPTER NINETEEN 

The Future of the Family: the  
Family of the Future —II 

THE GLORY OF THE FAMILY 

Glory which is merely visual is not of great account. Christ’s 
glory was his actions displaying and showing the Father. Man’s 
glory is that he shows and displays God by his actions (Matthew 
5: 16). Hence in Revelation 7:15 we are told that, having their 
robes made white in the blood of the Lamb, ‘they serve him day 
and night in his temple’. This accords with Hebrews 9: 14, where 
having had their consciences cleansed from dead works they 
‘serve the living God’. Also in Romans 12: 1; having offered 
their bodies to God as a living sacrifice, this is their ‘spiritual 
service’. From these Scriptures which have the common verb 
‘serve’* we gather that eternity will be the ‘time’ when man with 
his new capacities will be able to really serve God. 

As the Levites in the temple worshipped and served God in the 
one breath, so it will be in eternity. Our Lord told many parables 
of authority which would be given in eternity. We cannot even 
surmise the kind of work and worship which will be there, but we 
know 

                                                 
* ‘The word ‘serve’ (Greek Iatreuo) is  the word common to Revelation 7: 15, Hebrews 9: 
14, and Romans 12: 1. It conveys the idea of both worship end service. 
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this time of probation is fitting us for such a glory of worship and 
ministry. The term ‘eternity’ really means, ‘the ages upon the 
ages’, and already in our mind’s eyes we can see the ages rolling 
in succession as operation succeeds operation, all in love and 
goodness, righteousness and holiness, and, of course, truth. 
Hence the glory of the sons will be an actional glory. What they 
will do will then show what they really are. 

THE FREEDOM OF GLORY 

Already we have seen something of the freedom which will 
belong to the sons. In Romans 8:18 we saw that the new and 
glorified body will allow freedom of operation. It will not have to 
face the conflict d temptation and sin. It will not have to fear age 
and natural deterioration. It will be free to be used in the living, 
dynamic worship of the living God. We have seen that life will be 
purposeful, and utterly complete in all relational fellowship, both 
with God, the celestial creatures, and fellow, glorified man. That 
will certainly be great freedom. 

It is the promise of Christ in John 8:31-36 which is so 
interesting. He said, ‘If the Son shall make you free, you shall be 
free indeed’. He based this promise on an explanation. ‘Truly, 
truly, I say to you, that everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. The slave does not continue in the house for ever: the son 
continues for ever’. By this last statement he means that a 
slave in the house is as nothing. The Son ranges free—for ever. 
So the sons will range free, in the house, for ever. What a 
freedom! This means that all that is in eternity will be the 
inheritance of the children, on the one hand, and their full 
environment in which they will operate, on the other. 

This is why Paul keeps on insisting that they remain 
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in their present freedom on this earth, and use it correctly (cf 
Galatians 5: 1, 13-14). He wants them to practise their freedom 
for that great day. Even in this freedom, they groan, waiting for 
the day of ultimate freedom, that is the sonship which is ‘the 
glorious liberty of the children of God’. In that day they will range 
beautifully free in the household of God. Meanwhile they must 
live totally in the Spirit, for ‘where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty’ (II Corinthians 3: 17). 

In Galatians 4 Paul talks first of all of the infancy of the 
children of God, under law. They had to be under rotors, until the 
day of matured sonship was announced. That was the day of their 
release, by the Gross. Until then they were shut up to faith, 
awaiting the liberation. Using a rich allegory Paul points out that 
the children of the law parallel the case of Ishmael who was born 
of the law-woman, Hagar, which woman is really Mount Sinai, 
where the law was given. In a beautiful statement he says that 
we are really free children, of the spiritual Sarah (who was ‘the 
mother of many nations’), and he likens her to ‘the Jerusalem 
above’, that is the heavenly Jerusalem. He says, ‘The  
Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother’. He 
concludes, ‘So brethren, we are not children of the slave, but of 
the free woman’. 

 
This last statement is incredibly exhilarating. It means our true 

new origins are from the heavenly city. When we see descriptions 
of this city in Revelation 21, and read other descriptions in the 
psalms, we are struck by the fact that in it is no bondage. There 
are no tears, no pain, no suffering, no death! How free then we 
shall be. Yes, and free not only to revel in a new freedom, but to 
use it, and to be free for service. The New Jerusalem has ‘the 
radiance of God’. How 
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superb. We tingle to think of the glorious freedom, the freedom of 
glory which will be ours. 

THE HOME OF THE REDEEMED, 

‘Let not your hearts be troubled’. said Jesus, ‘you believe in God, 
believe also in me’. He then said, ‘In my Father’s house there are 
many rooms. If it were not so I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. Having prepared a place I will come 
again and take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may 
also be’. 

These are wonderful words. They tell us that that home of 
which we spoke before, where everyone moves freely, and none is 
a slave, is in fact the house or home of the Father. The Son 
desires us to be with him. He is preparing a suitable place for 
each of us. Is it too much to read into it that each will be suited 
according to what he is? Anyway the Son desires we all be with 
him in the Father’s home. 

In eastern family community living, even the one house will 
have arrangements for the smaller nuclear family units. All 
combine to make the household, and this is larger than the 
constituent nuclear units. It is composed of them. The family so 
multitudinous that no man can number it will be an integrated 
whole. Hence the ‘many rooms’, ie. places where the personalities 
of each can be free, but where individualism as such will have no 
place. Nor will all be as homogenised components of a mediocre 
whole. The diversity of personalities will surely be contributory to 
the whole of the glory which will be the reflection of His glory. 
What will give this home its true nature will be the presence of 
God. The Father will make it the home, whilst the Son will give it 
its spirit of sonship, and the Holy Spirit its spirit of unity, love 
and fellowship. 
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That is the picture we have in Revelation 21:1-5. The joy and 
the tranquillity are only matched by the service which the 
children render the Father, as we see in the adoration they give 
to the Father (Revelation 7: 14-15, 22: 5, 5: 10). Not only has the 
son prepared this for them ( John 14: 3 ), but also the Father has 
prepared it for them (Matthew 25: 34). None will be a stranger 
there, none a pilgrim. All will be integral members of the 
household of God (Ephesians 2: 18-22), and the Father will dwell 
in their midst. 

THE CLIMAX OF THE COVENANT 
There is nothing in Scripture which does not receive its ultimate 
fulfilment, and for the most part this tying-off of the ends, and 
the unification of all things is described in the book of the 
Revelation. In this the gracious forgiveness of God goes out to His 
people, and the end of the finally impenitent is described. 
Nothing is left dangling. 

On this principle, covenant receives its fulfilment. We have 
already seen that the true children of God are the children of the 
covenant. We have also seen that Fatherhood relates primarily to 
covenant6, and that all history prior to the promise to Abraham 
can be called pre-history, in the sense that true history begins 
with covenant, and particularly the grace covenant with 
Abraham. This was a universal covenant. ‘In thy seed shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed.’ 

We also saw that the concept of the people of God is related to 
covenant. Ezekiel chapter 37 needs to 

                                                 
6 Covenant: Note that Malachi 2:10 relates covenant and God’s Fatherhood. However, in 
passages such as Jeremiah 2: 26-27, 3: 4-22. as also Exodus 4: 22, Deuteronomy 14; 1, 
Hosea 11: 1, Isaiah 63: 16, 64: 8, etc., we see that the people of God, his covenant people, 
are fathered by him. In the New Testament this Covenant-Father concept is greatly enlarged. 
Covenant as such in relationship is not emphasised whilst Fatherhood is richly developed. 
Even so, Galatians 3:6 to 4:7 does hold the two concepts in some kind of relationship. 
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be read in detail. It speaks of the renewal of the people of God, by 
the Spirit, This we take to mean Pentecost since the phenomena 
described in Ezekiel 37:1-10 and Acts 2:1-4 are similar, and they 
also relate to Joel 2. Following the renewal of the people of God 
comes their unification under the Kingship and Shepherdhood of 
Messiah, David. This leads to the fulfilment of the people of God, 
and God dwelling with them, a passage which is the basis of the 
new heavens and earth, and the new city, the heavenly 
Jerusalem. The passage relates to Ezekiel 37: 24-28. One of the 
key statements is, ‘I will make a covenant of peace with them: it 
will be an everlasting covenant with them: and I will bless them 
and multiply them, and I will set my sanctuary in the midst of 
them for evermore’ (Ezekiel 37: 26). 

This covenant surely is the covenant spoken of in Jeremiah 
31:31-34 and confirmed when Jesus said, ‘This is my blood of the 
new covenant which is shed for you and for many for the 
remission of sins’. (Matthew 26: 28). This then brings us to the 
fact that the people of God, being the people of the covenant, come 
to their fulfilment when the covenant is completed. In one sense 
that covenant is completed at the Cross. In another it has yet to 
have its full outworking. The nations of the earth are to be 
blessed by it. 

In Luke 1:68-79 Zechariah, through the Holy Spirit, speaks of 
the liberation this Abrahamic Covenant is about to bring under 
Messiah. ‘... the oath which he swore to our forefather Abraham, 
to grant us, that we being delivered from the hands of our 
enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and 
righteousness before him all the days of our life’. That is covenant 
blessing; that is covenant freedom. 

However, when Messiah commands his disciples to 
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take this message to the nations, he commands that they ‘make 
disciples of all nations, baptising them into the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit’. By this he means 
nations are to become disciples. This is what Paul is talking 
about when he says by the Gospel he will bring ‘the obedience of 
faith of the nations’. This is a breathtaking vista. This is a high 
view. This is wide scope of redemption. Does it then succeed? 

The answer is, ‘Yes’.  
In Revelation 21:22 to 22:2 there are statements which show 

the universal (though not universalistic) nature of the Gospel, 
covenant, the coming of the nations, and the fulfilment of the 
people of God. ‘By its light shall the nations walk, and the kings 
of the earth shall bring their glory into it, and its gates shall 
never be shut by day— and there shall be no night there; they 
shall bring into it the glory and honour of the nations . . . on 
either side of the river, the tree of life . . . and the leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of the nations’. 

 
This means then that the nations who were to be blessed 

through the covenant, at last receive that blessing, which is 
eternal, and the people of God is completed and the Covenant-
Father who is also Creator-Redeemer (Isaiah 63: 16, 64: 8), at last 
takes up His dwelling amongst His people. 
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CHAPTER TWENTY 

The ‘Now’ Action of the ‘Then’ Family 

Finally we have to consider the action of the family which takes 
place now, in the light of what the family and its members will 
ultimately be. This too is very clearly set out in Scripture. A 
simple way of saying it is that the hope for the future is the power 
for the present. When we see a wonderful goal we will want to 
press forward to it. If we have no goal, the present will be 
tasteless and without purpose. Paul says it simply enough, ‘Who 
hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not sec .we 
wait for it with patience’. We may rightly add, ‘and work towards 
it’. 

A clear example of this is I John 3:1-3 in which John says that 
when we see him we shah be like him. He adds, ‘And everyone 
who has this hope within himself purifies himself even as he is 
pure’. He means, ‘If we are going to be like him, in holiness, then 
let us see to it that we live now as we will be then’. We may have 
much going against us to fulfil this, yet that is no reason for not 
trying to accomplish it. 

PRESENT INCENTIVES TO HOLINESS 

In Hebrews 12:14-17 the writer urges us to live in reconciliation 
with all men, and to strive after holiness, without which no man 
shah see the Lord. We do not mean our ultimate salvation 
depends on our 
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holiness, but that our ultimate holiness depends on our salvation. 
Nevertheless this salvation must be worked out where we are. 
Philippians 2:12-13 says it must be worked out with ‘fear and 
trembling’, ie. godly fear and reverence, so that it is never treated 
lightly. This fear is not a legal fear. 

In I Timothy 1:5 Paul speaks of love which issues from a pure 
heart, and sincere faith, and a good. conscience. Love being the 
mainspring of all our actions 

(II Corinthians 5: 14, John 14: 15) we are therefore obedient. 
Hence we seek to live holy lives. Peter reinforces this motivation 
of hope when he says that the heavens and the earth will melt 
with a fervent heat before the new (purified) heavens and earth 
will appear, in which dwells only righteousness. He adds, ‘Since 
all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of persons 
ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and 
hastening the day of God . . . according to his promise we wait for 
a new heaven and a new earth in which righteousness dwells’. 

Slightly different is the promise of II Corinthians 6:14-18 where 
separation from impurity is demanded. Here God promises them 
if they do this then, ‘I will be a father to you, and you shall be my 
sons and daughters’. Paul adds, ‘Since we have these promises, 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body 
and spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God’ (II 
Corinthians ?: 1 ). 

Along with this Paul teaches us that love issues in holiness. In 
Philippians l: 9-11 he prays ‘... that your love may abound more 
and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may 
approve what is excellent and may be pure sad blameless for 
the day of Christ’. Similarly in I Thessalonians 3:11-13 he says, 
‘... may the Lord make you increase and 
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abound in love to one another and to all men . . . so the he may 
establish your hearts unblameable in holiness . . . at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints’. 

We can see then that what we will be as His family, as the 
children of the Holy Father, must determine to a great degree 
what we are now. Hence Peter says, ‘If you call on him as Father . 
. . then conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your 
exile’. Of course the great joy that will be ours, in that day, when 
we bear His, ‘Well done!’ will be more than compensation for the 
daily obedience we now exercise. Even more, if possible, is the joy 
which comes, now, from that daily obedience itself. To be obedient 
ought not to be thought of as a difficult task or heavy burden, but 
as a rich and beautiful privilege. 

PRESENT INCENTIVES TO CAREFULNESS 

John says, ‘Look to it that you lose not your full reward’ (II John 
8). I Corinthians 3 speaks of our works being tested by fife, and of 
the worthless dross being consumed whilst the good (eternal) 
material remains. Paul works so that he may attain to 
resurrection out of the dead (Philippians 3: 11), but means that 
his resurrection will be an ample one, not ‘by the skin of the 
teeth’. Peter speaks of having ‘an abundant entrance into the 
Kingdom’ (II Peter 1: 11), and all of these statements really 
mean, ‘If I sow to the Spirit, then I will reap a harvest. If not, 
then I will be the loser’. 

II Corinthians 5:10 speaks of a judgement of works, not of 
course related to salvation, but to losses and rewards. Whatever 
these may be— and we know little about them—it is clear that 
the fear of the Lord motivates us to obedience, and the rewards of 
the 
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Father stimulate us to positive work. We are constantly told 
that if we do evil in a continuous deliberate way then !we shall 
not enter the Kingdom. We will not inherit the good things of 
God. This does not mean we are saved by works, but rather he 
who is saved, works! 

In all of this we need to be very positive. We should see love as 
the really warm motivator of all our actions. We love holiness, 
and we hate evil, and we are enriched by obedience, and we seek 
rich growth and maturation. We see it as the desired goal rather 
than the earthly baubles of rewards! Hence we keep the goals of 
the future in our sights and work powerfully in the present. What 
then, are some of these goals? 

GOALS WHICH SPUR US ON  

Justification 
Any liberated Christian knows .that his freedom is an immense 

spur to love and obedience. Hence justification is one of the 
greatest powers for present holiness. He who does not experience 
condemnation is so much the free-er to be obedient in love. Hence, 
when in Galatians 5:5 Paul says, ‘We wait, by faith, and through 
the Spirit for the hope d justification’, he does not mean, ‘I, as ye, 
am not justified’, but, ‘being justified by faith I am waiting for the 
day when faith, as such, will not have to be exercised for me to be 
assured l am justified. I will just live in that constant knowledge’. 
Note, then, that he has this liberation and lives in the good of it, 
because one day he will not have to know it only by faith. The 
wonderful days of justification, now, will he replaced by the better 
day of it, then.  

Family Love 

In Ephesians l: 13 Paul speaks about being sealed 
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by the Spirit of promise. He means the promise of that which is to 
come, in fact the inheritance which the saints will know ‘in that 
day’. In 4: 30, 5:2 he presses the point .that they are sealed for 
that day by 

the Spirit of God. Therefore they ought to live in the present in 
the way which befits the time to come. ‘Let all bitterness and 
wrath and anger and clamour and slander be put away from you 
with all malice, and be kind to one another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you’. Only in this 
way will they not ‘grieve the Spirit of God in whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption’. Positively they are to be 
‘imitators of God as beloved children, and walk in love as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God’. 

We can see then that the hope of the ultimate family life is so 
strong that it influences how we live now. On the more positive 
side, we see that present love, is, in any case, its reward. It is 
very rich to love. If we are excited about what family life will be 
in that day, then we will also be aware that it is very rich right 
now, and right here. 

The Inheritance 
We have already seen the wonderful promise that he who 

overcomes, God will grant to him to inherit all things. Abraham 
believed he would inherit the world (Romans 4: 13). Jesus said 
the meek would inherit the earth (Matthew 5: 5). In Revelation 
chapters 2 and 3, seven great promises of special rewards are 
given to those who overcome.7 Paul says in Romans 8:37 that we 
are more than overcomers through him who loved us. 

To inherit the Kingdom, to inherit glory, to be 

                                                 
7 see Revelation 2: 7, 11, 17, 26, 3: 5, 12, 153 
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possessors of all that belongs to the Father and the Son seems 
unbelievable. What all this is we do not fully know, but we know 
enough to realise that it is fabulous. If then we keep looking at 
the things of this world, whether they be things of material 
wealth and possessions, or of the achievement of one kind of fame 
or another, even ‘spiritual’ fame, then we will lose our full 
reward. We will have exchanged it for a pathetic idolatry that can 
motivate us only for the here-and-now. In Hebrews 11: 8-10 the 
example of Abraham, the father of the faithful is given. ‘For he 
looked forward to the city which has foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God’. This, of course, was the Holy City, the Mother 
of us all, the Jerusalem above, the Covenant City, the’ Capital of 
the Kingdom, the seat of the Most High, and the Home of the. 
Holy Father and His holy Family. 

Hence the writer continues, speaking of the unwearying saints, 
‘These all died in faith not having received what was promised, 
but having greeted it from afar, and having acknowledged that 
they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who 
speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland . . . 
they desire the better city, that is a heavenly one. Therefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for 
them a city’. 

In this chapter it is said of Moses that he despised the riches 
and advantages of Egypt because he ‘had his eyes fixed on the 
reward’. In this vein God had talked to Abraham, ‘Fear not, 
Abraham, I am your shield; your reward shall be great’. In fact 
God was to be his reward. The inheritance we shall receive is God 
Himself, for there is nothing which is His which is not in Him. 
When He gives, He gives of Himself. 

As we have said, we shall receive this together. We 
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shall be the family together, before the Father, and we shall know 
Him; even as we are known. That will be our reward, and the 
heart of our inheritance. 

CONCLUSION 

We are now in a position to summarise our findings, and to 
sketch, panoramically, the ground we have traversed. We can do 
this because he who reads from Genesis to the Revelation sees 
the plan of God unfolding before him. What does not always 
appear in Genesis in full form, is there by the Revelation, ie. the 
completion of the New Testament. Now he has the joy of reading 
back from the Revelation to Genesis. He sees that which God has 
revealed, as also he senses that which God will reveal. 

We commenced by saying, ‘God is Father’, and it is doubtful 
whether we could really understand very much of this statement. 
When, however, we saw the rejection by man of the originating 
Fatherhood of God, and the formation of the Son in Israel, we 
could begin to understand that Israelites in some way were sons 
of God. Yet only with the coming of the Son do we understand 
sonship, since man’s rebellion had obscured these fines, and cut 
off humanity from being able to understand. 

True, the Sonship of the Father was mainly rejected because it 
was an affront to mankind. It confronted man with his rebellion 
and outlined his existential awryness, dislocation and wrongness. 
Yet, at the same time it gave him beautiful hope— hope that man 
could return to fullness, and begin the great experience of 
Fatherhood, Sonship and Family. In the unique revelation of 
Fatherhood and Sonship by Christ we saw true hope for man. By 
salvation, and by the Spirit he too, could now be a son. 
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Yet what is a son? Do we have to look back to the imperfect 
categories of man to see fatherhood, sonship and family? Not a 
bit! The truth derives from God, coming through the Son and the 
Spirit He is the Son of Psalm 2, the Messiah of the Kingdom, the 
EIder Brother of humanity. He is Lord of the universe, and the 
Vindicator of the Father. 

Our sonship is in his Sonship. We are blessed with the presence 
of the Spirit of the Father and the Son, When he dwells in us we 
live and relate as sons and brethren. We love. We obey. The plan 
of the Father is fulfilled by the Son, and then by the sons in the 
Son. Only in this context do we understand the principle of 
authority and obedience. We understand the authority of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Spirit into whom we are immersed 
by baptism. As we obey so we relate, and as we relate, so we obey. 

The pretaste of heaven which we have now is very rich. We 
sense the incompleteness of this age, still under the doom of 
judgement, yet for us there ‘is no judgement. Even when there is 
no judgement we ache for our home to come, the Heavenly City, 
the New Jerusalem, the Mother of us all, We long for the Father, 
and the Family, and the New Home which will soon be ours. 

So we press on, with our eyes upon the reward, the inheritance, 
the abundant entrance into the Kingdom. We are set like homing 
pigeons for that goal which is rightfully ours. Created to be 
children of God and recreated as sons of God, we are brethren 
who are taught their brotherly love by God himself, since be is 
Father. So we wait for that day. 

Our waiting is no static waiting. It is not even sitting on the 
fence, looking up into .the sky. It is being down in the fields 
labouring. We tremble lest we drift from 
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the centre. We fear lest we damage holiness with impurity, and 
faith and unbelief. At the same time we are assured. We seek, 
nevertheless, to be kept from presumption. 

It is what is to come which draws us on. Hope is our present 
dynamic. It is the hope which was born of the Cross, and which 
leads us to the Throne. As we say, ‘We shall see him, face to face’. 
Of course we will cry, ‘Father! My Father!’ 
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APPENDIX 

The Other Family 

We could of course call this the counterfeit family. It is the 
family of Satan. When we say something like that, folk raise their 
eyebrows. They say, ‘Do you really believe there is such a one as 
Sam’? Satan would be very happy, on the whole, for us to say, ‘No. 
There is no Devil’. 

In II Corinthians 4:4 we are told that Satan has blinded the 
eyes of them that do not believe, lest the light of the glory of God, 
the richness of the Gospel should shine unto them. If he wishes 
us to believe he exists then it is only on the level of him being an 
angel of light (II Corinthians 11: 14). Without doubt, at the 
beginning he was an angel of light. A study of Isaiah 14 and 
Ezekiel 28 gives some indication as to the principles of his aims 
and operations. Apparently he was both a beautiful and capable 
creature, and it is no wonder if he still were to show himself that 
way. 

It is not our purpose, here, to dwell on the evil of Satan, as such, 
or to discuss the whole matter of his plans, and the modes in 
which he works, but simply to see him in relation to our subject. 
If we can say, with joy, ‘Behold what manner of love the Father 
has bestowed upon us that we may be called the sons of God’, 
then we have to say, ‘Behold what manner of 
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evil Satan has bestowed upon us that we my be called the 
children of the Devil!’ The love God bestowed was the Cross. The 
evil Satan has bestowed is the deception in the Garden of the 
primal couple, and the bringing of them into his bondage. 

There are some sad verses about Satan and mankind, in the 
Scriptures. In I John $: 19 we read, ‘The whole world ,lies in the 
Evil One’. In Ephesians 2:1-3 we are told that all are forced to 
follow the prince of the power of the air, and his pattern is called 
‘the course of this age’. It is a dreadful bondage. 

Other passages tell us he goes about as a roaring lion, seeking 
whom he may devour. The passage of II Corinthians, chapter 11 
tells us that his workers come as apostles of light, seeking to 
deceive. In Luke 11 we read he has a kingdom. In fact as we 
peruse the Scriptures we discover that he has done devastating 
work, down through the centuries. Often we are not told what he 
has done. Certainly centuries pass without any mention of him, 
especially in the Old Testament. But he is there: oh, yes, he is 
there all right, doing his tragic and devastating work. 

He is there at creation, waiting to destroy the rich work of God 
in man. He cannot bear to have man as child of God. He is 
seeking to imitate the Heavenly Father by being Father Lucifer. 
Having led Adam into evil, he then sets out to claim his children. 
Hence in I John 3:10 John tells us how to detect the children of 
Satan and the children of God. God’s children do righteousness 
and Satan’s do not. God’s children love one another, and Satan’s 
hate the children of God. In John 15:18 if, Jesus says there is a 
kind of ‘love’ and ‘unity’ to be found in Satan’s children. They are 
combined in their hatred of God’s children. 

It is at this point that John says Cain was a child 
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of Satan. He says, ‘He was of that evil one, and slew his brother’. 
Jesus, on one occasion said ‘lie (Satan) was a liar and a murderer 
from the beginning’ (John 8: 44). 

His children are called, ‘the children of disobedience’ (Ephesians 
2: 1-3), and it is. said the Prince of the power of the air (Satan) 
energizes within them. He gives them the power and direction for 
their evil. What then, arc we to make of all this? 

SATAN’S UNCONTROLLABLE JEALOUSY 

We all know the dreadful nature of jealousy. From time to time 
we are seized by it. We suddenly cannot tolerate being less than 
another, having less than another, or seeing one of our loves 
possessed by another. Satan had boasted that he would be like 
the Most High God (Isaiah 14: 12-14), and he had similarly 
tempted Adam. The venom of his jealousy had come to Adam. 
‘God knows in the day you eat thereof, you shall be as God, 
knowing good and evil.’ Adam was already like God, but he 
suddenly yearned to be free of God. We can say, free of the 
Father. He wanted to be independent. Not a bad thing either, 
seeing he only wanted to know good and evil, as did 

That is where the trouble began. Satan had begun to build his 
family, and to get the beloved children of God under his control. 
They are called, as we have seen, ‘the sons of disobedience’. Tune 
and again we have looked at the sad story of Romans 1: 19-32, 
seeing the devastation of the human spirit, as it sinks into evil, 
and ultimately comes to the place of hating God and man, and of 
course, in another way, itself. In Titus 3:3 Paul says, ‘we were 
hateful and hating’. Anything of God enrages us. To see the 
beauty of His 
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image reflected in man such as Abel is to want to destroy that 
image (cf Genesis 9: 6). This is the story behind violence. To see 
anything beautiful in nature, reflecting the nature of God, is to 
make us want to obliterate it. 

Hence man’s exploitation of his universe. 

THE BONDAGE OF THE CHILDREN 

Jesus said, ‘The thief comes to steal and destroy’ (John 10: 10). 
He added the contrast, ‘I have come that they might have life and 
have it abundantly’. Satan has no joy for his children. He leads 
them into tragic experiences. He is not truly a father, but if God 
is Father, then he must be a father. If all Fatherhood and 
Familyhood derive from that which Fatherhood (Ephesians 3:14 
f) then he must prove that they do not. He will be father—
whatever. He longs to have this fellowship and worship. He is 
madly keen .to have worship, and in II Thessalonians 2:3 ff we 
see that he seeks to show himself as God, in the temple of God, 
and thus to be worshipped. This is unbelievable, but that is his 
goal. 

In Revelation chapter 12 we see him as drawing away, in 
rebellion, one third of the hosts of heavens, the angelic beings 
which serve both God and man. He now has them as part of his 
powerful operations to prise man entirely away from God so that 
he can supplant God. His madness is such that he has forgotten 
he is a creature, made by God, and cannot possibly succeed above 
the Creator, and for that matter satisfy the deepest creational 
needs of the human heart —that one true Fatherly Love. In his 
madness he believes he can succeed. 

HIS TRAGIC CHILDREN 

In Ephesians 2:1-3 we are shown that his children 
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must do what he wishes them to do. The indications are that his 
children fret under him. If created man can fret under the 
bondage of the Creator-Father, how much more under the evil 
father. The fact is that his control is so secretive, and so covered 
that they do not know themselves to be under him, and often 
would indignantly reject the statement that they were in fact, 
Satan’s children. In John 8:31-47 a conversation goes on between 
Jesus and the Jews, many of whom are Pharisees. They claim 
firstly that they are sons of Abraham, for this virtually means 
they are sons of God. Jesus points out that if they were truly 
Abraham’s sons then they would do the very works that Abraham 
did. Instead they seek to kill him who is the Son of God. They 
then claim that they are sons of God. ‘We have one Father, even 
God’, they say. Jesus refutes this. He says that if they were God’s 
children they would recognise him as the Son of the Father. He 
then says categorically, ‘You are of your father the devil, and 
your will is to do your father’s desire’. He then goes on to 
speak of the murderous and lying nature of that ‘father’. It is the 
direct opposite of that of the true Father. 

We can see, then, the tragic state of man. 
Born to be a creature of God, a child of the Father, and created 

to do the will and desire of the Father, man is tragically awry in 
his universe. He cannot even only do his own will. He must do 
that of this ghastly ‘father’, Satan. There is no fatherliness in this 
one. He comes to steal and kill and destroy. He is at once a 
seducer, a deceiver, then a thief, a wolf, and a ravaging lion. 
What fatherliness comes from that? 

What is even more tragic is that the Jews really believe they are 
of God the Father. No wonder it is said, in the Revelation, time 
and again, that Satan 
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goes out to deceive the world, and in one case it says he has 
actually done this. If he almost reaches the place where men 
worship him as God, then how powerful is his deception. Men 
have lost the power to discern. 

However what concerns us is the need in the human heart for 
fatherhood. If John the Baptist comes to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to the 
fathers, in order to prepare the way for the coming King, then it 
is seen that such relationships are essential for true human 
living. When Satan can come in and destroy human families, and 
the human family, there are the proportions of a major tragedy. 

THE DEFEAT OF SATAN 

It is not our place here to speak of the strategy of God in Christ 
to defeat Satan. Passages such as I John 3: 8, Hebrews 2: 14-15, 
John 12: 31, 14: 30, 31, 16: 11, and Colossians 2:14-15 indicate 
the manner of the battle, and the defeat of the Evil One. 
However, the positive thrust of Jesus to reveal the Father 
constitutes his major defeat, for the Father is shown not only as 
holy and righteous, but primarily as the Father who loves and 
redeems His children. 

What we have to note is that the battle is still on, and Satan 
will be silenced only in the very last days. It is a continual battle 
for the minds and hearts of men. On the one hand, Satan seeks to 
prevent men seeing the glory of the Father in the face of Jesus 
Christ, and on the other to keep his slave-children suffering 
because they are human. Now, also, he seeks to wean away the 
children of God, seeking to get them to blame Him for the terrible 
things which happen within the creation. In this he does not have 
an easy task, for having tasted of the goodness of the family, 
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‘they do not wish to come back again under bondage. 
They love the Father who creates them, forgives them all their 

sins, and reveals His love by His continual care and providence. 
The warmth of the true family is such as to keep them in hope for 
the final gathering of the family, when the full business of 
eternity will begin. Meanwhile-they grow stronger as they 
overcome the Evil One, and move out on wonderful rescue 
operations so as to free their enslaved brethren. 
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