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I know, 0 Lord, that the way of man 
is not in himself 
 that ‘it is not in man who walks to 
direct his own footsteps. 
Jeremiah 10: 23. 
 
 
 

Make me to know Thy ways, 0 Lord; 
teach me Thy paths.  
Lead me in Thy truth, and teach me, 
for Thou art the God of my salvation; 
 for Thee I wait all the day long.  
Psalm 25:4–5. 
 
 
 
I will instruct you and teach you 
 the way you should go;  
I will counsel you with my eye 
upon you. 
Psalm 32: 8. 
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FOREWORD 

A GUIDE TO TRUE GUIDANCE 

For readers who want to get the nub of the matter, who like their 
perspective without much trouble, and who want, if possible, to avoid 
a 1ongish journey to reach their goal, these should turn immediately 
to page 66, and read ‘A GUIDE TO GUIDANCE’. There, quite 
succinctly, the whole matter of this book is given in condensed form. 
In very few pages the substance of guidance can be grasped. 

 
For those who wish to develop each element and detail we 

recommend the entire book. Strange as it may seem, there are few 
books written on guidance. This could be for many reasons. It could 
be that some believe guidance does not need to be discussed or 
techniques developed. One should know guidance quite simply. As 
the compiler of this book I completely agree. I have even dared to say 
that guidance is primarily just a hunch, but then that hunch is 
indispensable. Others may feel the book is not necessary because it is 
a meagre subject. This would seem to be borne out by the fact that in 
many books of the Christian life it is given only a chapter at most, 
and a paragraph minimally. 

 
Writing this book, and having previously felt I knew the bulk–of 

what could be known about the subject, I was surprised to find how 
its theme runs through all Scripture. I have also discovered in talking 
to people that they have not thought of God as guiding, as perpetually 
revealing Himself, and of His concern for us that we should know 
what He has for us. This opens the wider subject of how people think 
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about God, even Christians. Many still have a view of Him as 
remote, detached and not warmly related to us. 

Others have simply not seen the need for guidance. They think 
that God has given us discernment and intelligence and we ought 
easily to know what to do, and where to go. Yet others cannot accept 
the idea that God would personally guide. They can easily believe 
that the Scriptures would guide us if we read them. What they find 
difficult to accept is that God’s guidance is personal, intimate, and 
that it springs from a personal love for each one of us. 

Perhaps the greatest mistake of all is to think we can know the 
way and then pursue it in our own powers, discovery and skill. This 
view forgets that ‘the way of man is not in himself,’ and that, ‘It is 
not in man to direct his own footsteps.’ Many fail to see, also, that 
evil powers are seeking to attract man along many paths, all of which 
will lead him to destruction. That statement may sound quite gloomy 
and overly severe but then it is true. When one sage said, ‘The whole 
of man is to fear God and keep His commandments,’ he was not 
merely a dull legalist. He had a brilliant view of both man and law, 
because of his basic revelation of God. God alone can lead a man into 
his wholeness. 

Finally, the goal of guidance is thrilling. It is what man is all 
about – when it is rightly seen. For this reason, as the writer, I urge 
you to read this book. It is not merely a theme which has been – for 
the most part – neglected. It is a wide truth and a. deep one. It links 
us up with the eternal purposes of God. It touches the widest 
perspective of man’s existence. It brings us into fellowship with the 
Great and Good Shepherd who so graciously leads His people to true 
glory. 

 
Geoffrey Bingham, 
Coromandel, SA 
June, 1981. 
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WITHOUT GUIDE 

Pity the lonely man, the solitary, 
The stumbling pilgrim knowing not whither 
The steps of him lead him. 
Pity the man who persists 
In believing his way is in him, 
And he needs no guide. 

 
He is the foolish man, unwittingly, 
Or wittingly perhaps; the man 
Who insists the way he takes is way  
And best way at that. No way 
Can be true way; no way man takes  
As his own way. His decision 
Must be marked against a wide canvas, 
 A time and an eternity. 

 
Consider the complexity, 
The multiple exigencies, 
The constant plurality 
Of the cosmic happenings. 
Consider the multifarious thoughts 
And the bland imaginings 
And ask, ‘How then, the Way?’ 
 
Law gives the light 
That breaks upon the path  
Of man Showing the way.  
Wisdom reveals  
What man alone may never know  
With mind unhumbled 
And spirit proud. Law lights  
Where all is darkness. 
Law is God’s light. 
 
Law angers the rebel mind, 
Implanting the rebel thought 
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Of fancied autonomy. 
Man in fury 
Persists in mindless rage 
Insisting the independence, 
And sets his goals 
In pathless pilgrimage. 
 
One was the Way, 
Pitying the pathless, 
Lighting the Light 
That — distant and distraught — 
The homeless spirit 
Might orient to God, 
Homing the heart 
To the celestial goal. 
 
Who was the Way? 
He who wandered in the dark, 
Surveying the pathlessness, 
The jungle–grown wasteland  
Of the wayless humanity. 
He traversed the final Iostness 
Of the alienated land. 
 
There too, he cried 
In the panic of suffering spirit; 
Cried for the dread forsakenness 
That haunts the itinerating mind, 
Far from its home. 
In the dereliction 
He uncovered the darkness, 
Shedding the brilliant light 
On the new Way 
 
Cut from the jungle 
Of overcovering evil, 
Paving it compassion, 
The passion of his Cross. 
New light floods from the tomb; 
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The arching Spirit 
Alights like the primal Bird  
On the new humanity. 
And the guidance has begun. 
The old Word is new 
In the pristine power. 
 
Here on the new Way 
We walk to the Home. 
There the Father and the Son  
Wait for the coming pilgrims, 
The returning humanity  
Which had lost its Way. 
The inner delight 
Swells at the sight 
Of the Waiting Love. 
 
Here in the now, 
Inscribed on this true Radar 
Is the Way not of man, 
Nor in man of himself. 
Dependency is his true joy, 
And his hand in the Father’s hand 
Is warm and secure. 

 
G. Bingham, June, 1981. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

NOT IN MAN, BUT IN GOD, 
 IS GUIDANCE 

The Way of Man 

No one needs to have the word ‘guidance’ explained to him. A 
person is going somewhere. If he does not know the way he wishes to 
find guidance either by sign posts, another giving him direction, or 
being led by a person. In navigation and aviation there are both charts 
and instruments. Guidance of a plane or ship is a delicate but 
valuable matter. 

Where is man going? How does he go? Is he in fact going 
anywhere? If so how shall he obtain guidance? Who or what will 
guide him? These are questions which pass through our minds from 
time to time. 

Jeremiah states a basic principle. ‘The way of man is not in 
himself. It is not in man to direct his own footsteps’ (Jer 10: 23). If 
this is true then it means that man is innately unable to guide himself 
to the true goal of man, whatever that may be. The thought is at once 
comforting and frustrating. It is comforting for it assumes man is not 
expected to know his way, and doubtless God will show it to him. It 
is frustrating for man, and certainly fallen man who wishes simply to 
go where he desires. He does not wish to be dependent. 

If we ask, Biblically, ‘What is the goal of man?’ then we find the 
answer set out in two ways, (i) The way of man for this world, ie. 
how to live and what to work towards, and (ii) The goal for man in 
the future, and in eternity, the answer to which seems to be the 
glorification of all his being, and participation 
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in the new heaven and the new earth – whatever they may mean. 
Of course in pursuit of these general goals there must be many 

short–term goals. It seems that man’s life is set out in a series of 
movements, each oriented to its own goal. In that sense man is 
purposeless when he has no goals. However his purposes may also be 
trite, banal, and mediocre. They may be short–term and not long–
term, temporal only and not eternal. Man’s goals give indication of 
what he is. 

God Does Guide 

There would be no point in pursuing this topic if God did not 
guide man, and if He left man to find his own way. If He set no goals 
for man, nor intended to bring man to those goals then man would be 
helpless and arbitrary in his experiences of time and space. There are 
promises, however, that God will guide, statements that He does 
guide. The following references should make this clear: – 

 
Psalm 25: 9–10, ‘He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the 
humble his way. All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and 
faithfulness, for those who keep His covenant and His testimonies.’ 
Proverbs 3:6, ‘In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make 
straight your paths.’ 
Proverbs 5:21, ‘For a man’s ways are before the eyes of the Lord, and 
He watches all his paths.’ 
Proverbs 16: 9, ‘A man’s mind plans his way, but the Lord directs his 
steps.’ 
Psalm 67: 4, ‘...Thou dost... guide the nations upon the earth.’ 
Isaiah 58: 11, ‘The Lord will guide you continually...’ 
Psalm 32:8, ‘I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I 
will counsel you with My eye upon you. ‘ 
Psalm 73:24, ‘Thou dost guide me with Thy counsel, 
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and afterward Thou wilt receive me to glory.’ 
 
These references are sufficient to show that God will guide both 

men and nations, and that this guidance is personal. We need, 
however, to see there are certain conditions under which that 
guidance works efficiently. For example, Proverbs 11: 5 says, ‘The 
righteousness of the blameless keeps his way straight, but the wicked 
falls by his own wickedness.’ That is man needs to live his life under 
special principles of behaviour in order to know the will and purpose 
of God. 

In order to see the context in which guidance is known we need 
to see the matter from the beginning, that is we need to know man as 
he was created, and the manner in which he knew and obeyed the will 
of God. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

CREATED MAN & THE WILL OF GOD 

Without going too deeply into the doctrine of creation we can see 
that man was made in the image of God (Gen 1:26–27, 5:2, 9:1f, I 
Cor 11:7). This must have meant that he had affinity with God, not 
only in his likeness but in his relationships. In Genesis 1: 28f and 
2:15 we see man, so to speak, is put to work. Such work is not 
onerous. It must have been a delight. Only the curse following man’s 
fall gave work another connotation. When we say that God 
commanded man to work we mean that He wanted him to do His 
will. To do the will of God is really to walk in the guidance of God. 
However the desire to do that will normally springs from a number 
things, such as love to God, gratitude for being created and the nature 
of creation, and a drive to be full as a human being by doing what 
God requires, especially when that will sets out what the purpose of 
man is upon the earth in which he lives. 

The serene and worthwhile relationships which existed between 
man and God (and man and man) would themselves be motivation 
and stimulation to work together in the divine will. Man would know 
what God wanted and man would want to do just that. In order to 
understand this we must understand that both God and man have the 
power of will. God works everything after the counsel of His own 
will (Ephes 1: 11), and man in the image of God would have the 
power of choice. It would be up to him to make right choices if he 
were to remain in tune with God. We have seen from Jeremiah 10:23 
that the way of a man 
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is not in himself, and that it is not in man to direct his own footsteps. 

The Fact and Outcome of the Fall of Man 

Man by creation was a creature, a son and a servant of God, 
correlating with God as Creator, Father and King. This would mean 
his obedience would be in these three contexts. He would need 
guidance and direction in them all. In one sense the three would be 
the one. This is because God is one, and man is one (being). We can 
see that motivation for obedience lies in man’s essential being. He is 
at peace when he is what he essentially is. When he goes beyond 
what he is he strains his capacity, and seeks to outstrip his proper 
functions. 

When, then, man decided to ‘go it alone’, ie. to be as God and so 
become independent and autonomous, he naturally enough had to 
reject not only God as God, but the creation as it is essentially. He 
had to re–rationalise his theology, cosmology and anthropology. The 
re–orientating of these elements did not make them to be what he 
decided they were. Hence man must be out of kilter (as fallen man) 
with all things. Man thus has two pressures upon him, (i) His natural 
propensity for creatureliness, for being a son and a servant, and (ii) 
His new (false) desire to operate in a perverse way. He is a creature 
in conflict and will oscillate from time to time, now towards one 
pole, and now towards another. In this case his direction of life will 
be a problem. 

The Confused Person 

Paul seems to indicate in Romans 2:14–15 that in some sense the 
conscience informs man whether or not he is doing (or has done) 
wrong. Obviously the conscience must tally (however confused and 
conditioned 
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it may be by man’s training) with some moral reality. Paul says in 
this passage that it will one day be wholly rehabilitated and in that 
state will judge man as to what he has done, and so convict him. 
Meanwhile the conscience is not wholly dependable, but at least it 
keeps certain issues alive. In Romans 9:1 he suggests that through the 
Holy Spirit the conscience can now be dependable. 

Fallen man is confused because of the Fall, and the reasons given 
above. This can be seen in Romans 1: 18–32. Man then has to seek to 
rationalise everything on his own. He has to determine to keep to his 
rationalisations. One problem is that so many folk rationalise in 
various ways the same materials available to them for intellection, ie. 
God, man, and the creation. Hence the variety of directions in which 
persons go in living their lives, and particularly in morals, ethics, 
religion, philosophies, ways of life, and so oil. 

Man certainly needs a guide. He needs direction. The way of 
himself is not in himself, but this idea is humiliating to man, and 
quite unacceptable. He enjoys using his own will. The existentialist 
sees no reason to accept anything other than his immediate powers to 
make choice. He sees no point in using the wisdom of the past or 
present. He alone makes his decisions to act. The nihilist sees no 
point in making any decisions. Nothing has basic reality. The 
anarchist sees anarchy as the true dynamic, and that this requires no 
formal reasoning. 

Sinful man basically sees his own profit in life as the goal he sets. 
His thinking revolves around this. The Book of Ecclesiastes is a 
fascinating book when it comes to some of these matters we are now 
discussing. It well repays reading along these lines. Since man rejects 
God as his Guide and Director, he must work it out himself. He is 
often sure he can do this. The writer of Proverbs says, ‘The way of 
the wicked is as darkness; they do not know over what they stumble.’ 
‘The way of a fool is right in his own eyes’. ‘The  
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way of the wicked seduces him’. ‘There is a way which seems right 
to a man, the end whereof are the ways of death’. These quotes 
constitute enough material to see that man is quite astray when he 
will not walk God’s way. 

What then has God done to give man knowledge of the right 
way/s in which to walk? 
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CHAPTER THREE 

GOD’S GUIDELINES FOR MAN 

God, Man, and Law 

We need now to look in particular at the commands God has 
given to man. Genesis 1:28–30 reads as follows, ‘And God blessed 
them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
face of the earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given you every 
plant yielding seed which is upon the face of all the earth, and every 
tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every 
beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given 
every green plant for food.” And it was so.’ 

We can see that what man has to do is clearly outlined, and it 
constitutes a clear mandate. In other words, man is required to share 
positively in God’s plan for the earth, its humanity, creatures and 
elements. 

This is not all. There is also moral law. If we seek we can 
discover that love is the primary principle of living. We would expect 
this because God is love and man is made in His image. The ten 
commandments are not set out explicitly until they are given in that 
form to Israel under the covenant of God with Moses. Even so, the 
commandment on the Sabbath roots itself in God’s six days of 
creation and His Sabbath rest. Likewise Jesus roots marriage and 
divorce in Genesis 2: 18–25. It is reasonable to see all these 
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commandments as the functional principles of living in the functional 
universe which God pronounces ‘very good’. Indeed it may be shown 
that implicitly they have always been extant. 

It can be seen that God expects moral sense in the incidents 
which refer to Cain and Abel (and Cain’s punishment), in the evil 
pervading the world prior to the Flood, in the recurring evil after the 
Flood, and in happenings such as the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, as also the actions relating to Sarah, the king Abimelech 
and the Pharaoh of Egypt. Morality is clearly understood. Genesis 
26:5 speaks of Abraham obeying the voice of God, and keeping ‘My 
charge, my commandments, my statutes and my laws’. As we have 
seen, Paul expects to find knowledge of the law on the hearts of all 
persons. .. 

The World is Functional, and Works by Principles 

Basically science expects to find the world operating 
functionally, and to discover the principles by which it so works. The 
‘It is very good ,’ that God pronounces on His creation leads us to 
agree with the writer of Proverbs (16:4) that God ‘has made 
everything for its purpose’. Also to agree with Ecclesiastes 3:11 that 
‘God has made everything beautiful (appropriate, functional) in its 
own time,’ and even to say that there is a time for everything to 
function properly (Eccles 3:1–9). He also suggests in 11:7 to 12:14 
that man ought to understand the Creator (ie. the way creation works) 
when young, and by working along its functional principles will not 
come to a tremulous and unhappy old age. He sums it up, ‘The end of 
the .matter: all has been heard; for this is the whole (duty) of man, ie. 
“Fear God and keep His commandments. “‘ 

We take it then that the moral law is the way God has set for man 
to live in His universe. This law constitutes the functional principles 
by which it operates. 
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This being so all should be well. Man should know how to walk 
in his own universe. The trouble is that man in his imagined 
autonomy of living does not, cannot, and will not see it this way. He 
has no heart for obedience to God. 

Other Thrusts That Are in the Universe 

We have seen that man by nature of creation has an essential 
thrust to operate creationally, but that his desire for autonomy is a 
counteractant to this thrust. In Acts 17:24–28 Paul outlines the truth 
that God has so structured His creation that man has a thrust to find 
Him. He makes this thrust geographical, temporal and ethnic in 
nature. 

On the other hand, the Bible shows us that man does not live in a 
moral neutral zone. Evil powers have man in their grip. In Galatians 
4:8–9 Paul speaks of man being under ‘the elemental spirits of the 
world’. Colossians 2:20–23 shows how influential these powers are, 
and in fact how legalistic. Paul, Peter and John see man living under 
the domination of Satan, and forced to go his way. In other words, 
man thinks he is free and autonomous, but Paul says man is forced to 
follow the way of the ‘prince of the power of the air, who now 
energises within the children of disobedience’. John says, similarly, 
that ‘The whole world lies in the Evil One.’ (See Ephesians 2: 1–3, I 
John 5:19.) 

All of this has given rise to the Two–Way theory or statement. 
Jesus spoke of the Narrow Way leading to eternal life, and the Broad 
Way leading to destruction. The writer of Proverbs keeps mentioning 
the two different ways, ie. the way of the wicked and the way of the 
righteous, the way which seems right but is not, and the way which is 
really right. Psalm 119 (amongst other psalms) refers to the way of 
the righteous and the way of the wicked, always insisting that the 
law, and the Word of God light man in the 
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true path. 
Other portions of Scripture emphasise the deceit of sin and evil 

powers. Such deceit teaches man to evade the true way and walk in 
false ways. Man is blinded to the truth. In fact there are two peoples 
within the world, the people of God and the people of Satan, and 
these walk radically different paths. Thus sinners can be said to have 
‘gone out of the way.’ It is said, ‘The way of peace they have not 
known.’ 

Even so the innate nature of man must always be warring with 
his foolish self–rationalisations of his universe, and God for His part 
is always warring against evil, never letting it take control. Thus even 
sinful man cannot be content within his own principles of guidance 
so–called. He is always uneasy in sin. Something within him will tell 
him the way he takes’ is not wholly true, and often, walking in that 
way he is profoundly disturbed and discontented. Even so his pride 
would have him walk it, or another path, rather than the true way of 
God. 

“The Way of Man” 

When we come to enquire about the meaning of ‘the way’ – a 
term used prolifically in the Scriptures we find the answer is simple. 
‘The way’ means, ‘The way one walks and the direction in which one 
walks.’ To walk simply is one’s mode of life and its direction. Thus 
walk means character, one’s life–style, one’s preferences, habits and 
goals. 

To this point then we have seen that the nature of man’s being as 
created – both personally and corporately as a race – innately 
determines how man should walk. It determines his principles, 
standards and relationships. The fall has altered this basic approach. 
However, God has aligned the human conscience with these 
principles of law, and man must fight what is innate in order to go his 
own way, and to walk astray in the universe. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

 

GOD ALWAYS SHOWING THE WAY 

It is axiomatic in theology that God is always revealing Himself. 
Man must continually know God, and must increase in the 
knowledge of Him, for such knowledge determines the modes of 
human life. Prior to the fall we could say that such knowledge was 
both normal and natural. Since the fall man has been fighting this 
confronting knowledge. He has developed devices and techniques by 
which he counters this confrontation. In this he is aided by evil. Evil 
has continually to counter the self–revelation of God. 

The media by which God has revealed Himself in history are 
creation, conscience related to moral law, the Word of God, prophetic 
and inscripturated, the glory of God, angelic visitants, covenant–
promises, the people of God, especially Israel and the church, the 
Holy Spirit, the incarnate Son, and dreams and visions. 1 These 
media are all dynamic and they are all to do with God’s revelation of 
the way in which man ought to walk. Were man to align himself with 
them he would have the guidance he needs. We are not setting out to 
deal with these media in detail, or each medium. The point we wish 
to make is that guidance is not withheld from man. God is prepared 
to guide. 

We will, however, deal with those media which relate strongly to 
guidance. First, however, we will discuss the matter of guidance 
itself. 

                                                 
1 For further study in these media see The Knowledge of God by G. C. Bingham (NCPI, 

1977), and How Then Shall We Tell? by G. C. Bingham (NCPI 1981). 
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What, Then, is Guidance? 

Guidance is man walking the way God has set out for him. It is 
walking in the will of God, and walking towards the goal God has set 
for mankind in general, and each in particular. We have already 
indicated that the goal is the glorification of man by God which in 
turn reveals the full glory of God. 

When we say that guidance is walking in the will of God we 
presuppose that God has a will for man, and for each man. We 
assume He wishes us to relate to Him, and to walk in that will. 
Already we have seen that our beings as sons, creatures and servants, 
as also our beings as lords of creation, must to a great degree 
determine the modes and directions of our walking. We have seen 
that. ,God has given us vocational guidance. We are to be fruitful, 
multiply and replenish the earth, subdue it, and have dominion over 
it. Our rebellion has blinded us to this guidance, although 
intrinsically we have a bent towards such work and action. 

Realising this we will now look at those media which help us 
discover the guidance we should need, ie. the will of God and the 
way of walking. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

 

BIBLICAL MEDIA OF GUIDANCE—I 

THE WORD OF GOD 

When we say, ‘the Word of God ,’ we generally mean the 
Scriptures, and this is of course true. The Bible however is the 
inscripturated Word. God speaks prior to inscripturation and posterior 
to it. He is always speaking. He speaks in creation, and through 
various agents. However, Scripture is His revealed Word, and His 
revealing Word. 

The character of the Word is that it is unchangeable, settled in 
heaven (Psa 119:89), and is revelatory (Psa 119:105,130). It was this 
Word which Christ insisted on keeping. He went ‘as it is written’ and 
‘in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled.’ Christ pointed out that 
these Scriptures concerned himself (Luke 24:26–27), while the 
apostles claimed they spoke nothing but what was in them. II 
Timothy 3: 16f is a precise description of the value of the Scriptures, 
especially in teaching what man needs to know. The same Scriptures 
have their own innate power as is seen in Jeremiah 23:29, Hebrews 
4:12–13, and Isaiah 55:10–11. 

For our purposes we wish to discover what the Scriptures contain 
which help us in the matter of guidance. The following relate to this:– 
Law, covenant, prophecy, the Kingdom of God, Messiah, the Gospel, 
the Holy Spirit, and the various means of grace. We will now 
examine some of these elements. 
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THE WAY OF LAW 

1. Law in the O.T. 

In Psalms 1, 19, and 119 (amongst others) we see the value of the law 
leading us in the way of God. A glance at a concordance on the word 
‘way’ is quite startling. It teaches us that the people of Israel were 
very much concerned with the way they walked and that God should 
show them the path. Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Isaiah 
are filled with this idea. 

What we often fail to realise is the time in which the Scriptures 
began to be written, and especially for whom they were written and 
why. It is strange that in a book such as Genesis only eleven chapters 
should be given to all the events prior to the covenant promise with 
Abraham. The truth is that those chapters are not intended to be mere 
informative history but the ‘build–up’ to the covenant, ie. the 
explanatory and preparatory background to it. 

The first five books of the Bible are called ‘the law’, and often 
Joshua is included in this division. This is because ‘the law came by 
Moses’, ie. the law is enormously important. For the Jews it was 
clearly the Way of God. There is no doubt about that. This law 
governed most things in their lives. This included worship of God, 
service to Him, community morals and standards, ways of living 
even to hygiene and sanitation. It covered the sacrificial principles, 
and health of mind and conscience (heart). 

The truth is that Israelites knew where they stood. How they 
should live was spelled out in great detail. Even if they did not keep 
the law they knew the true Way of life. Nor was this law merely legal 
in its nature and purpose. Psalm 1:1–3, 19:7–11, 119 (in toto) tell us 
the dynamism that is inherent in the law. Since this applies to God’s 
law generally, ie. whether found in the OT or the NT, we should read 
these Psalms continually and discover the nature of law. 
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Before we proceed to the NT to see the stated elements which guide 
us we ought to remember that law was always in the context of 
covenant. This is important because motivation for obedience lay in 
the grace of covenant. God had liberated them from Egypt. 
Responding love and gratitude was motivation for obedience. Of 
course the joy of obedience, ie. the freedom which is innate in 
obedience increased love and gratitude and so further motivated 
obedience. A few quotes from Psalm 119 will illustrate the rich 
principle of following law–guidance: – 

 
‘Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law 

of the Lord! Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, who seek 
Him with their whole heart’  (vs. 1–2). 

‘Thy testimonies are my delight, they are my counsellors’ (v. 24). 
‘Lead me in the path of Thy commandments, for I delight in it’ (v. 35). 
‘I revere Thy commandments, which I love, and I will meditate on Thy 
statutes’   (v.48). 
‘The earth, O Lord, is full of Thy steadfast love; teach me Thy statutes!’ 
v.64). 
‘Through Thy precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false 
way’ (v. 104). 
‘Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path’ (v. 105). 
‘Great peace have those who love Thy law; nothing can make them 
stumble’. (v. 165). 

 
Later we will see that there is no dichotomy between law and the 

prophets, or for that matter, between law and grace. 

2. Law in the NT 

(a) The Moral Law. 

There are more precepts in the N .T. than the O .T . In no sense is 
there less law. Jesus insisted he would not in any way abrogate the 
law. He came 

God is a Goodly Guide 17

to fulfil it both by his obedience, and by extolling it. Of course he 
came to free men from the condemnation of law, but not from law. 
He came to show that grace overcomes the condemnation of law but 
it does not cancel law. In fact law had never been a way of 
justification for the Jew, or Paul would have had to admit it could 
justify. The moral law, in the covenant, was accompanied by the 
sacrificial laws which dispensed the grace of forgiveness and 
cleansing. 

It is true that the ceremonial and ritual laws of Israel under the 
New Covenant no longer had any relevance. The epistles to the 
Galatians and the Hebrews amply illustrate this. However, the core of 
Mosaic law remains, ie. the ten commandments and their 
concomitants. Jesus said that the whole of the law was summed up in 
love to God and love for one’s neighbour. If one kept these one 
would enter into eternal life. James later points out that to offend in 
one command is to offend in them all (James 2: 10). 

The writers of the epistles are clear. The law stands. The ten 
commandments are summed up in love to God and to one’s 
neighbour. This is the ‘perfect law of liberty’,  ‘the royal law’ (James 
1: 25, 2:8ff, cf. Rom 13:8–10, Gal 5:13–14). In Galatians 6:2 and I 
Corinthians 9:21 we read of ‘the law of Christ’. This is undoubtedly 
the law of love. Christ gave the command to love (John 13:34, 
15:12). It is really, still, the same law of which Paul and James speak: 
the same in principle. 

It is worth observing that this law of love was spelled out clearly 
in the Pentateuch as love to one’s neighbour. It involved befriending 
the stranger, liberating the slave when the appointed time arose, and 
giving comfort to the orphans and widows. Doubtless this was 
understood by the early church so that the ministration of the 
distribution was one of the primary spontaneous acts of the new 
church. 

(b) The Commands of Christ. 

In Acts 1:2 we are told Christ gave commandments 
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to his disciples through the Holy Spirit. In Matthew 28:20 he tells 
them to teach the nations, and especially the things he has 
commanded them, ie. the apostles. The command to preach the 
Gospel in all the world is clearly wholesome guidance for all the 
church, not only the disciples. Also N .T . scholars search the epistles 
for what they call the dominical commands, ie. the commands which 
Christ gave. On some occasions Paul says, ‘in this I speak, not the 
Lord’, and he means that Jesus has not pronounced on this particular 
detail or command. That does not mean Paul’s word is not a basic 
command: it is. In fact Paul sees it as much a command as any of the 
Lord’s and would ascribe it, anyway, to the mind of the Lord. 
Sometimes we discover certain precepts of Christ such as in Acts 
20:35; ‘In all things I have shown you that by so toiling one must 
help the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, how he 
said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive”‘ (cf. Gal 2: 10). 

We may conclude then, that law is that gift of 
God whereby we know what to do, and so how to walk in life. 

We are not bewildered by not knowing what is good and what is evil. 
By the law is the knowledge of sin, and the knowledge of truth. The 
moral law is itself the principles of functional living. In this sense we 
can speak of ‘the grace of law’. 1 

Finally it is interesting to read the following quotes from the 
book of the Revelation (12:17; 14:12; 22:14): – 

 
‘Then the dragon was angry with the woman, and went off to make war 
on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of 
God and bear testimony to Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea. ‘ 

                                                 
1 See Oh, No, Lord.' Not Law, Lord.’? by G.C. Bingham (NCPI 1979), for a fuller treatment 

of the subject. 
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‘Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the 
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.’ 

 
‘Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right 
to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.’ 
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CHAPTER SIX 

BIBLICAL MEDIA OF GUIDANCE—II 

THE WAY OF PROPHECY 

Amos 3:7 says, ‘Surely the Lord God does nothing, without 
revealing His secret to His servants the prophets.’ This must mean 
that God has guided the human race through prophecy. Both Luke 
1:70 and Acts 3:21 speak of ‘His prophets which have been since the 
world began (or, from of old)’ That this is true we know from Luke 
11:50–51, ie. that the first slain prophet was Abel, and he is found at 
the beginning of man’s history. There is no need for us to go into 
detail on this score. There have always been prophets. Doubtless, as 
in I Samuel 3: 1, there have been times when ‘the word of the Lord 
was rare .... there was no frequent vision.’ The writer of Proverbs 
adds, ‘Where there is no prophecy the people cast off restraint’ (29: 
18, cf. Num 12:6–7). Without prophecy there is no true knowledge of 
what the Lord is about with His people. 

Whilst God continually sent prophets to His people, as is said so 
often in Jeremiah and other places, yet when there was no prophet 
there was always the prophet deposit, ie. the content of what the 
prophets had always spoken, namely obedience to God. We may even 
call this accumulated prophecy, the treasure of the truth. Far from 
opposing the law they upheld it, although they were critical of 
hypocritical or merely legalistic observance of the law. 

We have seen that Christ took the word of the prophets to be the 
word of God, and therefore to be 
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honoured. On the one hand he did nothing but what the prophets 
guided him to do, and on the other was their fulfilment. The early 
church always measured the validity of their own thought and action 
by the prophets. As Jesus had done this so did they. They said they 
spoke nothing but what the prophets had uttered (Acts 26: 22–23). 

The prophets had guided the people of God to the coming of 
Christ. He was the prophet par excellence the one of whom Moses 
had spoken in Deuteronomy 18 (cf. Acts 3:19–26). However, 
prophecy is still a means by which we have guidance. In the Acts 
prophecy was a means of knowing the will of the Lord, and prophets 
were undoubtedly present. They added nothing to the truth already 
known, but they were of great assistance to the church in knowing the 
mind of the Lord. See Acts 2:17–18, 11’:’27–30, 13:1–4. There is 
also every reason to believe that the charisma of prophecy which 
often operated in worship was one of the means of knowing the will 
of the Lord, eg. what is called ‘a revelation’, as perhaps, in the case 
of Paul in Galatians 2:2 (cf. I Cor 14:26–30). 

The deposit, then, still remains for us to examine both for ethical 
and moral conduct (e. g. minor prophets who taught social justice), as 
also the as yet unfulfilled portions of prophecy encourage us to walk 
soberly, knowing the Lord is working, and that also He is coming. In 
no sense are we to despise prophesyings, thus quenching the Spirit (I 
Thess 5:19,20). 

Finally we see that we have all prophecy which is future to guide 
us as the people of God, and encourage us as persons. Prophecy 
shows us that God is in control of all things. All He will do He has 
spoken to us by the prophets. 

THE WAY OF COVENANT 

Some readers may feel that in such a personal 
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subject as guidance we are throwing our net too wide. They may feel, 
‘When all is guidance then nothing in particular or detail is 
guidance.’ Yet we must understand the true context of guidance, 
namely the covenant, the people of God, and the Kingdom of God. 
We have already seen that the first eleven chapters are really a build–
up to covenant. From that point onwards God’s works are in the 
context of covenant. The Abrahamic covenant is both particular 
(Abraham and his family) and general (the people of the earth). Also 
with covenant we see the God of grace. 

For those of Israel covenant and law were inseparable, but then 
law had a rich connotation in the light of covenant and the grace of 
God. Also the fact that they were the people of God brought them to 
see God as Father, even if that Fatherhood were primarily covenantal. 
That they were not alone was a paramount truth and encouragement. 
Almost physical guidance was given in going through the wilderness. 
They are spoken of many times as being led through the wilderness. 
The glory of God as seen in the pillar of fire by night and smoke by 
day was unmistakable guidance. Also the law was moral guidance. 
The priests were there to teach, the prophets to exhort. The worship 
kept them in constant touch with God. This fellowship with God is 
the very essence of guidance for it is a state of knowing, constantly, 
the mind of God. 

In the N .T . the Covenant becomes even more intimate. God is 
no longer simply Covenant–Father. He is Father. First the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and then – Father.’ Later we will see 
that Jesus always knew the mind of God because he walked with Him 
as Son to the Father, and the Father showed him all things. 

The signature phrase to covenant always is, ‘I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people.’ Sometimes is added, ‘And I will dwell 
with them .’ It is the present Father Who shows His mind, through 
His Word, His Spirit, and His prophets. 

God is a Goodly Guide 23

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

The classic prayer to God as King is that known as ‘the Lord’s 
prayer’. It says, ‘Thy will be done!’ 

In other words the members of the Kingdom are always seeking 
to do the will of God. To do it they must know it. The will of the 
Father is known in the Kingdom. 

In the N .T . the proclamation of the Gospel is the proclamation 
of. the Kingdom. Men must come and submit, and do the will of God. 
The Sermon on the Mount shows the members of the Kingdom 
trusting their Father for their needs, loving others as He commands, 
and praying to Him, personally. It is in the context of prayer, as we 
will see more and more, that the mind of the Father is known. In 
principle then the Kingdom of God is the outworking of the will of 
God in history, and in that context we come most easily to know that 
will. 

JESUS THE LORD 

The Father is King of the Kingdom. This means primarily that He 
is the King of all the earth. Christ is the King under the King (John 
3:35, Matt 11:27, Col 1:13, cf. Ephes 5:5). For men he is Lord. That 
is the fruit of his victory on the Cross and through the Resurrection 
(Rom 10:9, Acts 2:36, 10:38, II Cor 4:5; Rom 14:8–9, I Cor 8:6, Rev 
19:16, etc.). 

Jesus, then, is Lord over all the universe, above every principality 
and power and every name that is named, not only in this aeon (age) 
but also the aeon which is–to come. He is Lord over all humanity, 
and in particular the church, his body. He is thus the Lord of the 
believer. They are his friends (John 15: 14) and his brothers (John 
20:17, Rom 8:29–30, Heb 2: 11f). 

In this relationship those who are Christ’s follow his bidding. 
They do his will. I Corinthians 15: 24–28 
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 shows his current programme in which his people are participating, 
sharing it with him. He has already given commands to proclaim the 
Gospel, and these commands are still there to guide us as to our 
vocation. Christ speaks to his church in the forty days following his 
resurrection, and commands them. He speaks to Paul on the road to 
Damascus and other times later. He speaks through the Spirit to Paul 
and Silas (Acts 16:7). In Revelation chapters 2 and 3 he again speaks 
to the churches – through the Spirit. As we do his will so he is with 
us (Mark 16:16f, Matt 28:20). As he is with us, so we do his will. He 
is currently Lord of all history (Rev 5:lff). One day every knee will 
bow to his Lordship. 

We note of course that the Kingdom of God and Christ’s 
Lordship are the one. It is when he has completed his mandate and 
subdued all things that he turns and gives them, ie. the Kingdom, to 
the Father that ‘God may be everything to everyone.’ Meanwhile we 
seek his will. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

GUIDANCE & THE WILL OF GOD 

One of the principles on which we started our study was the fact 
that God had planned history. This includes the purposes He had for 
Israel, and through them, for the salvation of His elect. Doubtless 
man has consciously or unconsciously sought to thwart the will of 
God, but disobedience is one of the elements God has incorporated 
into His plan for ‘He turns the wrath of man to His praise.’ 

God has always worked all things after the counsel of His own 
will. None can thwart that, particularly as God has infinite patience. 
Because all things are less than God and subject to His will even 
though they appear to be rebelling, God’s will will be worked out. It 
is for obedient man to discover and follow God’s will. How then does 
he discover the will of God? The answer must be that it is not 
difficult for obedient man to discover the will of God. 

Finding the Will of God 

Jesus once said, ‘If any man’s will is to do His will, he shall 
know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on 
my own authority’ (John 7:17). He also said, often, ‘He that has an 
ear to hear, let him hear.’ These two really amount to the one thing. If 
any man wills to do the Father’s will he will know what he needs to 
know. He will not know beyond what he needs to know, nor less than 
is required. 
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Again in Deuteronomy 29:29 Moses said, ‘The secret things 
belong to the Lord our God; but the things that are revealed belong to 
us and to our children for ever, theft we may do all the words of this 
law.’ It is clear then that we are only given knowledge of God, and 
knowledge from God, in order to do what is revealed to us. This is 
borne out clearly in Luke 8:1–21 where the teaching is very clear, 
namely, ‘He only truly hears who does what is revealed to him. 
Otherwise he gains nothing, and loses what he thinks he has.’ 

The secret then (if it may be called a secret) is to have a heart 
that is willing to hear, that is, to obey. To that person will be revealed 
all that he needs to know in respect to the will of God. The idea of 
calculating ‘pros’ and ‘cons’ is completely absent. This needs to be 
remembered because that is generally how many folk seek to know 
guidance. In fact God’s formula may be reduced to the following 
aphorism, ‘As you go you know, and as you know, you go.’ This is 
borne out by the saying of God, ‘And your ears shall hear a word 
behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it ,” when you turn to 
the right, or when you turn to the left’ (Isa 30:21). This statement is 
preceded by the saying, ‘Though the Lord give you the bread of 
adversity and the water of affliction, yet your Teacher will not hide 
Himself any more, but your eyes will see your Teacher.’ 

That brings us back to the statement in Psalm 32: 8, ‘I will 
instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you 
with my eye upon you.’ It is interesting then to see how many times 
God promises such guidance to those who are obedient. Hence Isaiah 
2:3 says, ‘And many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that 
He may teach us His ways and that we may walk in His paths.” For 
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem.’ We see then that the will of God is learned, yet not by 
study or intelligence but 
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by surrender to God. Notice that it is still the word and the law by 
which the will is known. 

Returning, or Being Returned to the Way 

Doubtless created man, unfallen, knew the will of God. When 
sinning he knew he was going against the will of God. The sinner is 
‘out of the way’, and ‘the way of peace he has not known.’ If he will 
do the will of God he must first repent. An excellent example of this 
is Israel, especially Israel in exile, being punished for having gone 
out of God’s Way. A study of Isaiah shows the principle of return to 
the will of God and the true Way. 

Isaiah 2:3 calls for a return to God, saying, ‘He will show us His 
way.’ Isaiah 3:12 tells how the people have been misled, ‘My people 
– children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O My 
people, your leaders mislead you, and confuse the course of your 
paths.’ Isaiah says (8:11), ‘For the Lord spoke thus to me with His 
strong hand upon me, and warned me not to walk in the way of this 
people.’ These are the ones (Isa 30:11) who say, ‘Leave the path, turn 
aside from the path, let us hear no more of the Holy One of Israel.’ It 
is to such that God calls for repentance (Isa 55:7), ‘Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him 
return unto the Lord that He may have mercy upon him, and to our 
God, for He will abundantly pardon. ‘ The result will be ( 55: 12), 
‘You shall go out with joy, and be led forth in peace.’ This is the 
same as 30:21, ‘You shall hear a voice behind you saying, “This is 
the way, walk ye in it.”‘ 

Similarly the repentant will be greatly helped. Isaiah 35 speaks of 
the Messianic leading, ‘And a highway shall be there, and it shall be 
called the Holy Way.’ The unclean may not walk in this but, ‘...the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion’. 
He promises, ‘The blind I will 
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bring, by a way that they know not. I will lead them in paths that they 
have not known. I will make the crooked straight, and the hidden 
things plain. These things I will do and never forsake my own’ (Isa 
42: 16). In 43:19 He says, again, ‘I will make a way in the 
wilderness’, because this is the One Who ‘makes a way in the sea, 
and a path in the mighty waters’ (43:16). This is all for those who 
like sheep had gone astray. They had turned everyone to his own 
way, but the Lord has laid the iniquity of them all upon him, the 
suffering Servant (Isa 53:6). 

What will God then do for such, those who have repented? He 
commands, ‘Build up, build up, prepare the way, remove every 
obstruction from My people’s way’ ( Isa 57: 14, cf. 62: 10). In Isaiah 
58 God’s people seem at first as though they delight in His ways (vs. 
2–5). God unveils their hypocrisy but calls them to better things, in 
fact the true fast. He promises them that if they act truly in 
obedience, compassion for the poor, rebuilding that which has been 
broken down, then, ‘ .... the Lord will guide you continually, and 
satisfy your desire with good things’. 

In fact the highest privilege God can give to Israel is to prepare 
His way.’ Isaiah 40:3–4 describes this, ‘A voice cries: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; and uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a plain. ‘ 

Not only, then, may we repent and turn to God, and know His 
will and have the privilege and joy of obeying it, but we are those 
who will exalt the very Way of the Lord: 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

THE PARADIGM  
FOR RECEIVING GUIDANCE 

Adam could have been that paradigm but refused his natural 
parameters. Likewise Israel could have been the true example, but he 
also rebelled. Yet man is not spurned because of his disobedience. On 
repentance he may return and know the Way of the Lord and the joy 
of walking in it.    .. 

Christ is our true Paradigm. A study of his life will show why he 
always knew the will of God. He said, ‘It is my food to do the will of 
Him Who sent me, and to accomplish His work.’ This bears study. It 
also opens to us the reason why many of us do not know the guidance 
of God. It is because we first wish to know what God would have us 
do, and then have the opportunity to accept or reject it. Now it is a 
fixed principle that we can only truly know the will of God when first 
we are prepared to do it, whatever it may 

The Son said, ‘The Son does nothing but what the Father shows 
him.’ He added, ‘The Father loves the Son and shows him all that He 
Himself is doing.’ These two things put together form the essence of 
the opening petitions of the Lord’s Prayer, ‘Our Father... Thy will be 
done.’ It would be humiliating to God to ask Him concerning His 
will, and then, considering it, turn it down! 

There may, of course, be a sense in which we know the will of 
God, and yet refuse it. It seems to be the curious fact that many who 
are seeking to know the will of God in fact already know it.’ Their 
so–called seeking to know it is a smoke–screen they have 
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flung up around their disobedience to that will! It seems strange 
indeed that one should wish to know the will of God and He not 
reveal it. Of course God never reveals His will before the appropriate 
time, but having revealed it we are then bound to obey. It is when we 
will not that we become confused and commence asking, ‘What, 
then, is the will of God for me?’ 

Jesus never did this. So far as we know he was only once 
confused as to that will. That was in Gethsemane. Some see him 
withdrawing through horror from the prospect of the Cross 
immediately before him. He sought another possible way to do the 
will of the Father other than to die on the Cross. Others see this as 
very doubtful, so committed the Son had been to that matter (cf. 
Mark 8:31, 9:31, 10:32). They see the key to his seeming hesitation 
in Hebrews 5:7–8, ‘In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers 
and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to Him who was able to 
save him from death, and he was heard for his godly fear. Although 
he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered’. 

The explanation then would be that the Son wished to go to the 
Cross, however much he might have to suffer. However he was 
actually dying in the garden, for Matthew 26:38 records him as 
saying, ‘My soul is very sorrowful, even unto death’. In fact he was 
dying and knew it. He then prayed for release from this, for strength 
to aid him so that he would not die in the garden, but rather, on the 
Cross. His prayer was answered for an angel came and strengthened 
him, ostensibly against dying. Even so, even when it was possible 
that he might die, he said, ‘...nevertheless not my will but Thine be 
done.’ This is the highest example in all history that we have of 
obedience. 

 
The life of Christ is certainly the true paradigm of man receiving 

the guidance of God. He related to 
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God as truly man. He was dependent upon him for life, for the acts he 
did, and the words he said. Time and again he said he did nothing of 
himself. The Father told him what to do, and he did it. So close was 
their union that they were as one, so much so that the Father 
committed all things into his hands (John 3:35, Matt 11:27). 

The question then arises, ‘How was it that the Son was always so 
close to the Father?’ It is in the answer to that question that we find 
our principles to true guidance. They may be stated as follows:– 

 
1. The Son would do nothing but the Father’s will. Thus the Father 

found  the ideal situation to declare His will.  
2. The Son had the motivating love of the Son for the Father. He 

understood the purpose and meaning of the will and so was glad, 
in that relationship, to carry out the will. He said, ‘I live by the 
Father.’ Were we to live by the Father and the Son guidance 
would be a simple matter. 

3. He cultivated the presence of the Father. We mean that he prayed. 
A study of his prayer life in Luke’s Gospel reveals interesting 
things. He was praying at his baptism at the time when the Spirit 
came upon him 

4. He prayed before making great decisions, eg. the choice of his 
disciples. 

5. He sometimes prayed when a certain type of healing was before 
him. 

6. He regularly spent all night in prayer, doubt less to keep in the 
presence and Person of the Father, thus keeping familiar with His 
will.  

7. Finally, it goes without saying that he never went against the 
Father’s will. 
 
What we have not stated so far, and which is a point we will later 

enlarge, is that the Son was always led by the Holy Spirit. This goes 
not only for the 
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temptation in the wilderness to which the Spirit led the Son, but for 
all his life, ministry, death and resurrection. It certainly is the key to 
all the elements mentioned above. 

The Son’s Joy in Doing the Father’s Will 

The secret of this must be that the Son trusted the Father. In 
Hebrews this point is often brought out. In 5:5–6 the Father appoints 
the Son to the task. In 5:8–9 he learns obedience through the things 
that he suffers. In 2:10 the Father makes him perfect through 
suffering and so the pioneer of salvation. 

In 10:7 it is quoted of the Son, ‘Then I said, “Lo, I have come to 
do Thy will, O God ,” as it is written of me in the roll of the book.’ 
This must mean that the Son did not merely endure the will of the 
Father but delighted in doing it. In 12:2 it is explained, ‘Who, for the 
joy that was set before him endured the Cross, despising the 
shame...’. 

The practical conclusion is, then, that those who delight in the 
will of God will certainly know His will, ie. be guided by Him. 
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CHAPTER NINE 

THE HOLY SPIRIT THE GUIDE 

The Guidance of the Persons of the Godhead 

Without doubt the Father is the Guide to man. We have seen His 
promise, ‘I will guide you in the way that you should go’. Jesus said 
that no one could come to him except the Father draw him. He added 
that the Scripture had said, ‘They shall all be taught of God.’ 
Likewise the Son was the Guide, for he said, ‘No man comes to the 
Father but by me.’ He had said, ‘I am the way,’ meaning, ‘I am the 
way to the Father. ‘ 

That is why he said, time and again, ‘Follow me.’ His disciples 
were followers and the truth they taught came to be known, in the 
Acts, as ‘The Way.’ See Acts 18:25, 26, 19:9, 23, 22:4, 24:14, and 
24: 22. It was both the Way to God, and the Way in which the people 
of God were to continually walk. Matthew 23:1–12 shows that to be 
able to walk in the way a man needs God as Father, Christ as Master, 
and Godhead as Teacher. 

Thus man lives in the way and is taught in the way. 

The Holy Spirit is Guide 

The Spirit who is present in all the acts of God such as creation, 
providence, salvation, and ultimate glorification is the one who has 
always been Guide. His presence at creation brings life. In Genesis 
6:3 he is shown as dwelling with man, and seeking to aid 
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him, even when he is sinful. He is certainly present in the lives of the 
patriarchs and very much so in the history of Israel. The leaders such 
as Moses, Joshua, and the Judges, as later the prophets and some of 
the kings are people who are anointed by the Spirit. These, in their 
various ways, lead the people of Israel. 

In Isaiah 63:9–14 the Holy Spirit is pictured as Guide, as the one 
who leads Israel through the desert to the promised land. In verse 14 
it concludes, ‘...the Spirit of the Lord gave them rest. So Thou didst 
lead Thy people to make for’ Thyself a glorious name.’  

Without doubt the guiding of Israel through leaders was by the 
wisdom of the Spirit. The prophets were true guides as to the will and 
action of God, as also His purposes. They in fact lead the people to 
see the truth we extracted above from Isaiah’s prophecy. 

When we come to the New Testament we see the Holy Spirit still 
guiding the people of God. He is present in the birth narratives of 
John and Jesus, and anoints Jesus as Messiah. From the point of 
anointing, as we have seen, the Son is led by the Spirit. Doubtless he 
is the Spirit by whom Jesus cries, ‘Father!’ This is shown clearly in 
Luke 10:21, ‘In that hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I 
thank Thee, Father....” 

It was on the night of his betrayal as he was preparing to go to 
the Father (doubtless also by the Spirit, cf. Rom 8:11 and Ephes 
1:20), that Jesus spoke of the Spirit. He spoke of him as Teacher. He 
said he was another Comforter such as he, Jesus, also was. He said, 
‘When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth’. 
He then went on to show that this guiding would be, (a) to the Son, 
and so (b) to the Father. That is he is the Spirit of the Way. 
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The Spirit Guides His People 

‘As many as are led by the Spirit, they are the sons of God’ (Rom 
8:14). This principle was the same for Jesus as it is for the children of 
God. Such children are brought into regeneration by the Spirit (John 
3:3–6, Titus 3:3–5). They are also brought into adoption, ie. sonship, 
by the Spirit (Gal 4:4–6). The Gospel is brought to them by the Spirit, 
by which they are freed (Rom 8:1–2, II Cot 3:6,.17), and their 
purification, sanctification and justification is by the Spirit (I Cor 6: 
11). That is they are led into the Way by the Spirit  

They are then led in the Way by the Spirit (Rom 8: 1.4–17, Gal 5: 
16, 18, 25). This is the same as walking in love (Ephes 5:1–2, Rom 
5:5), for he is the Spirit of love, and necessarily it is the same as 
walking in light (Ephes 5:2–18). In other words, the Holy Spirit is the 
true Guide and the person by whom guidance is made known. 

Importantly Paul says in Ephesians 5: 17, ‘Be not ignorant but 
wise, knowing the will of the Lord’. Immediately after this he says, 
‘Be filled with the Spirit’. Thus knowing the will of the Lord and 
being filled with the Spirit go together. Some proof of this is in 
Romans 8:18–30 where hope is exercised by the aid of the Spirit. In 
verses 26 and 27 Paul says, 

 
‘Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how 
to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs 
too deep for words. And he who searches the hearts of men knows what 
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.’  
 

This shows how intimately the Spirit relates to us, and guidance as to 
what to pray lies in his powers. 

Not only does the Spirit guide people in the Way, but He guides 
the church as it endeavours to bring people to the Way. The story of 
the book of Acts is the Acts of the Holy Spirit. Whilst it is true that 
these acts are done by the apostles and others in the 
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early church, it is also true that they are done only in the power of the 
Spirit. That is undeniable. However, what we are concerned with is 
that the Spirit is there to cause them to proclaim the Gospel in 
Jerusalem and all Judea, Samaria, and to the uttermost part/s, ie. the 
nations (Gentiles). 

No one can read Acts with open eyes who does not see that the 
Spirit is the one who leads at Pentecost, bringing people to belief. He 
is with Philip as he goes to Samaria and beyond, Peter as he goes to 
Caesarea, Paul in Damascus, and then Paul and Barnabas to Asia 
Minor. Later he guides Paul, Silas and Timothy to Europe. That is 
why Paul later says he has fully preached the Gospel from Jerusalem 
to round about Illyricium, ‘by the power of the Holy Spirit’ (Rom 
15:19f). We also see that the Spirit is still leading Paul at the last 
(Acts 21:11, cf. v.4). 

So then in every way the Spirit is the one by whom the people of 
God are led corporately, and each person is led personally. 
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CHAPTER TEN 

COMING TO GUIDANCE: 
FINDING THE WILL OF GOD 

At the close of our study we will give a concise summary of our 
main points. In our subject there is so much material that we tend to 
be confused when looking for clear and simple principles, so let us 
state the basic principle again. He who wishes to be led by God must 
be prepared to do His will. That is all. As we said, ‘As we go we 
know, and as we know we go.’ 

However there are complicating problems. We cannot nominate 
all these, but they are summed up in our attitude to God. For various 
reasons we may be angry with God, afraid of Him. We may see Him 
as remote, severe, and detached from us. If this is the case then we 
will always fear His will and plan. We will see marks of severity in 
it, and any agreement on our part will be forced and even, sometimes, 
legalistic. We will ‘obey’ (ie. toe the line) because we are afraid of 
Him. 

It means then that–we must genuinely come to see the loving 
Father through the loving Son, by the guidance and revelation of the 
Spirit of love–’ Otherwise we will not genuinely seek the will of 
God. It would be a salutary exercise to take a concordance and look 
at the phrase ‘will of God’ in all its contexts. We could even skip the 
O .T. to begin with and look at the N .T . When we do something 
begins to emerge. 

In Matthew’s Gospel doing the will of the Father is the task of 
the children of God. In John’s Gospel it is Jesus who is doing the will 
of the Father. In 7: 17 we know the will if we will do the will. In 9:31 
anyone who does God’s will is listened to by God. In 
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Acts 13:22 David is described as a man ‘who will do all My will.’ In 
22:14 Paul is described as a man whom God has appointed ‘to know 
His will’. In I Corinthians 1:1 Paul is said to be called by the will of 
God. This point is repeated in most of his epistles. 

It is when we come to the epistles that we see how important, 
personally, is knowing and doing the will of God. Everything is done 
according to the counsel of the will of God. We have to understand 
that will. We have to be equipped to do it. We need to have the 
knowledge of that will, and to be assured, fully, in the will of God. 
That will is (for) our sanctification. We are to live by that will, and to 
suffer in it, and according to it. We have been sanctified by the will. 
We ask according to it. We live by it, and if we do it then we abide 
for ever. 

All of these points are important, since guidance is linked with it. 
Important is Romans 12:1–2 which says, ‘I appeal to you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is the will of 
God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.’ This surely means 
that until all our faculties are surrendered to God in love, then we will 
not be transformed, will not offer acceptable service and so will not 
be in the position to prove the nature and action of His will. We see 
that knowing the will is put into the context of prayer, worship, and 
service. Of course that is where it is both discovered and operative. 

When we remember that Jesus spent much time in prayer with 
His Father, then we realise our own need in that respect. We also 
need to worship the Father and desire to serve Him, as indeed did 
Jesus. He knew the guidance of God in the midst of his fellowship 
with God, and his love for Him. It is interesting then to remember 
that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of prayer, worship, fellowship, and 
love (Ephes 6:18, 
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Phil 3:3, John 4:20f, Phil 1:19, II Cor 13:14, Rom 5:5, 15: 30). He is 
also the Spirit by whom we know the will of God. 

Living in the Spirit Constitutes True Guidance 

This being so – as we have indicated above guidance would then 
come to us purely and simply as we live and walk in the Spirit. This 
‘is why we are told to walk by the Spirit (Rom 8:14, Gal 5:16, 18, 
25). We pray by him (Rom 8:26–27, Ephes 6:18), and worship by 
him (Phil 3:3). He is the Spirit of the Son (Gal 4:5–6), but also the 
Spirit of the Father (Matt 10: 20), hence we are joined to both Father 
and Son by him. 

This means we must ‘go on being filled with the Spirit’ (Ephes 5: 
18), and be ‘aglow with the Spirit’ (Rom 12:11), and know that God 
‘goes on supplying the Spirit’ (Gal 3:3–5) so that we live ‘by that 
which the Spirit supplies’ (Phil 1:19). That is, the golden rule for 
knowing true guidance is to live in the Spirit and go on being filled 
by him. 

Negatively, this means we must not grieve him (Ephes 4:26 – 
5:2), nor quench him (I Thess 5:19–20). It also means we will go on 
doing the will of God (I Thess 5:16–18) by praise, worship, 
thanksgiving and obedience. This is ‘doing the will of God from the 
heart’ (Ephes 6: 6, Rom 6: 17). 

We may say then, that to know the will of God and to do it is 
actually to walk in the guidance of God. Doubtless we are aware that 
this will cause suffering (I Peter 4: 19), but then suffering is a gift of 
God (Phil 1:29) and ultimately results in our glorification (Rom 
8:17ff, II Cor 4:16f). Perhaps, then, the idea of the suffering which 
we must meet and share may often condition our desire for guidance. 
We may have the feeling that guidance will inevitably bring 
suffering, and so we veer away from true guidance. What we need to 
realise afresh is that suffering is a gift, 
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and that suffering is also a source of true joy. See Matthew 5:10–11, 
Acts 5:41, 13:50–52, cf. Colossians 1:24, Ephesians 3:13, Revelation 
7:14. It is here that we see walking in the Spirit will involve suffering 
because the Spirit himself is the Spirit of suffering (Rom 8:17–30, cf. 
I Peter 4:14, KJV). 

We may conclude that the simplest way to know the guidance of 
God and to live in the same is to walk in the Spirit, being constantly 
filled by him. This will always require obedience to his Lordship (II 
Cot 3: 18, Rom 8:14), and this will at the same time be obedience to 
the Lordship of Christ and the Lordship of the Father. The Spirit will 
aid us in all the means of grace, and we shall live close to the Father 
and the Son, so knowing their mind and doing their will. 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 

THE DAILY CONTEXT & LIFE OF GUIDANCE 

The People of God 

We need to do a little backtracking at this point. Namely to 
develop more of the context in which we live. We referred to this in 
chapter six when we spoke of covenant and the Kingdom of God as 
our context of life. Living in them we know the will of God, and have 
our relationships with Him. Now we need to go further in discussing 
this context of living. This we can do under the heading of the people 
of God. 

In the O .T. the people of God were initially those called ‘the 
sons of God’, and these seem to have commenced with Seth, or, 
perhaps, Abel. When the ‘sons of God’ married ‘the daughters of 
men’ there was trouble, violence and corruption, which required the 
judgement of the Flood. Gradually the truth emerges that the people 
of God are the covenant–people and Exodus 19:’5–6 describes them 
as ‘the priest nation among all the nations’, or ‘a kingdom of priests’, 
ie. a priestly kingdom. 

We then trace the fortunes of this people and see them as often 
failing God, often falling into idolatry, and even being punished by 
being sent into exile. However they are still the people of God, and 
especially the ‘holy remnant’, the true and faithful ones. 

In the N .T. they are known as ‘the sons of the Kingdom’, ‘the 
sons of the prophets’, and ‘the sons of the covenant’ (Matt 8:12, Acts 
3:25). 

At Pentecost something radical happens. The old 
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congregation of Israel becomes the new people of God. All who came 
to Christ at Pentecost were Jews, and Jews only. Hence they provided 
the continuity required with the old people of God. Also there was 
discontinuity in that the Sanhedrin, the official legislative body of the 
Jews, rejected Christ and then the Gospel. The N .T. speaks of ‘the 
(true) Israel of God’ (Gal 6:16). As we read Romans chapters 9–11 it 
is clear that the Israel of God is composed of (a) all Israel who 
receives the Messiah, and (b) all those from the nations who turn to 
Christ. By the end of history the true people of God will have been 
brought to the feet of Christ in obedience to him (Phil 2:11, I Cot 15: 
24–28, Rev 11: 15). 

Life in the People of God, Now 

We know that there is no place for individualism in the people of 
God. ‘No man lives to himself,’ is a N .T. theme. There is plenty of 
room for being persons and developing as such. We repeat, there is 
no place for individualism, ie. developing oneself over and against 
the other brethren. There is simply a being one with the brethren. 

There are a number of figures or patterns for the corporate life of 
the new people of God. They are the church as the Body of Christ, 
the Family of God, and the Living Temple of God. In addition there 
is the corporate idea of the Vine and its branches, all branches being 
in union with the Vine. 

Since our book is on guidance we cannot widely develop the 
patterns of corporate being as the people of God. However we can 
indicate that each person needing guidance will receive it in the 
context of this corporate life. That is he will know it in the life of the 
church, and especially as the people of God relate to God as Father, 
to the Son as Lord, and to the Spirit as current Guide of the church. 
This means then that each believer has both horizontal and vertical 
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relationships simultaneously. The working’ out of these must be in 
love. John’s first epistle’ is a brilliant exposition of this principle. In a 
somewhat different approach Paul works it out just as richly in I 
Corinthians chapters 12 to 14. 

The Principle of the Body 

As members of Christ’s body we are members of one another. 
We are inter–dependent, have vocational unity and interchange, and 
live in inter–personal relationships. When one member suffers, all 
suffer. Every (each) member is gifted with some charisma from God. 
The gifts are those of Christ (Ephes 4: 7–8), distributed by the Spirit. 
The gifts are for the profit of all the church, and as such are the 
means by which the love of God is known in action. By this love the 
church is built up. 

Our point is that the plan of God is being carried out through His 
church by means of internal mutuality of living, with love, and the 
plan for the whole Body is known to the whole Body. In this context 
God’s purposes for each member are discovered and known. 

The Principle of the Living Temple 

In Ezekiel 37:24–28 reference is made to the ultimate sanctuary 
or habitation of God. This concept is developed in Ephesians 2:19–
22, where the sanctuary of God is one being built by the Spirit for the 
dwelling of God. We are all members of this holy place, and as Peter 
develops the idea, ‘living stones’ within it. Thus we have intimate 
relationship as living stones builded together (I Peter 2:4–8). Peter 
also refers in this context to Exodus 19:5–6 and shows that the 
principle given, there, to Israel, of being a kingdom of priests, is now 
referred to the church. 
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He says in 2:9–10, ‘But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may declare the wonderful 
deeds of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvellous 
light. Once you were no people but now you are God’s people; once 
you had not received mercy but now you have received mercy.’ This 
then shows us how intimate are our mutual relationships and 
ministries. In fact such constitute the one ministry. 

It is clear then that whilst guidance is always personal it is 
personal within the corporate being of the people of God. 

The Principle of the Family of God 

In the N .T . the concept of the Family of God is highly 
developed. Passages such as I Timothy 3: 15, Hebrews 3:1–7, 
Ephesians 3: 14–15, 4: 6 and especially 2: 18ff (where household and 
temple become the one), all link in with Jesus’ description of the 
household (John 8:34–36) and the family of God (cf. John 11: 52). 
Jesus speaks of going to the Father and preparing the home for the 
home–coming of all the Father’s children. 

We understand this domestic figure. We know what it is to share 
as brethren, and the principle of being brethren is powerful in the N 
.T . We can conclude then that the old Quaker principle, ‘What saith 
the brethren’, is a good principle for guidance. We see the brethren 
gathering together on many occasions to discover, corporately, the 
will of God. And they did. Doubtless the gift of revelation aided 
them, as, probably, such were given in prophecy. Perhaps a word of 
wisdom or of knowledge was needed. In any case the combined gifts, 
and the one mind they had in Christ helped them, always, to know the 
will of the Lord for them at that point in their life and history. 
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Conclusion to Guidance in Corporate Living 

We conclude then, reasonably, that guidance is not a mere 
individualistic thing. Although it is intimately personal, it is this in 
the fellowship of the people of God. All are sharing in the workout of 
God’s eternal plan, and they are doing this as sons, as members of 
one another, and as conjoined living stones in the shrine of God. 
Guidance is, then, both corporate and personal, and this statement 
contains no inherent contradiction. In fact it is a very thrilling thing to 
know, and no less wonderful to experience in practice. 
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CHAPTER TWELVE 

THE WAY WE WALK IN GUIDANCE 

The Guides to Man 

We have seen that man as a son has the Father to guide him. As a 
creature he has guidance from the Creator, and as a subject in the 
Kingdom he has the Father–King to guide him. The Father is aided 
by both the Son who is Lord, and the Spirit who is Guide. In this 
sense it is not difficult to walk the way. 

Doubtless God Who has planned the events of history has also 
worked the circumstances to develop the lines on which we walk. 
Circumstances must surely be part of that personal and corporate 
guidance we need. We are entitled to take what the Quakers called 
‘the providences’ into account. In many cases we simply cannot 
ignore them. We are then guided by God through such circumstances. 

The Way in Which We Walk 

We have seen that creationally man was given a mandate for 
walking (Gen l:28ff). When he went out of the way, God formed the 
covenant people and gave them clear rules for walking in the way, 
namely the law and covenant. Even so men have always been 
confronted with the choice of two ways – the way of right or the way 
of wrong. Man then lives always with a Two–way choice. He must 
make that choice. 

We have also seen that when man makes the wrong 
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choice he is not bound to live in that. God has sent the Way to us, not 
only in His law, but in the person of His Son. His Son is ‘the way of 
salvation’. He is at the same time ‘the way to the Father’. Through 
the suffering of Christ the way was opened up to God. Hebrews 2:10 
speaks of God bringing many sons into glory, and says it pleased 
Him ‘to make the trailblazer of our salvation complete through 
suffering.’ 

The term ‘trail–blazer’ is also used as ‘pioneer’ or ‘author’ (of. 
Heb 12:2). It does mean, however, that there is no other way but 
Christ, and he has actually to blaze a trail over an area impenetrable 
to man, and as blocked off as is described in Genesis 3:24, ‘He drove 
out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden He placed the 
cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the 
way to the tree of life .’ We remember that Jesus told the thief on the 
cross, ‘This day shalt thou be with me in Paradise,’ and in this 
context the word ‘paradise’ meant ‘a garden’. He was really saying to 
the thief, ‘Today you shall be with me back in the Garden.’ 

Our feet then, through Christ, are set in the true Way. How then, 
shall we walk in it? 

The Way in Which We Walk in the Way 

One hymn writer has it, ‘My goal is God Himself.’ An admirable 
goal. Jesus says the goal is the Father (John 14:6). We know God’s 
goal for us is that we should be ‘holy and blameless before Him ,’ 
and that we should be His sons, and all of this to His glory. Ephesians 
1:3–14 contains all this, and Isaiah 43:6–7 soundly confirms it. 

We have also seen that the way to the Father is really the way of 
salvation (Acts 16: 17). This is in fact ‘the new and living way’ 
which Christ has opened up through his flesh, ie. his humanity 
offered on the Cross (Heb 10:20).’ Doubtless, as Peter said, this way 
will be reviled (II Peter 2:2). Peter calls it ‘the 
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way of truth’. When believers do not walk truly in this way, ie. walk 
in light, then the way is reviled. We need, then, to know how to walk 
in the way. 

We have seen that the goal of guidance is ultimately ‘holy and 
blameless before Him’. John also says that because we shall be like 
Him, having this hope we now purify ourselves. Paul in Ephesians 5 
brings together two things – light and love. We walk in love, and we 
walk in light. John also brings these two things together in his first 
epistle. 

It is fascinating to read Paul’s description of the spiritual gifts in I 
Corinthians 12: These are Christ’s gifts to his church, and are 
distributed by the Spirit. Some of them are quite unusual. Doubtless 
their appearance and use in the church at Corinth had absorbed a 
large amount of attention. It seems there was some boasting about 
them. In fact some may even have seen them as status symbols, and 
Paul has to counsel sensibility in the possession and use of these 
gifts. He ends the twelfth chapter on this note, ‘...earnestly desire the 
higher gifts, and I will show you a still more excellent way.’ 

Paul cannot mean, ‘I will show you a better way than the way of 
salvation, the way to the Father, the new and living way.’ No, he 
means, ‘I will show you a better way of walking the way, than 
walking it simply by means of the gifts.’ What then is that way? The 
answer is, ‘The way of love.’ This is the way both he and John have 
described above. 

In I Corinthians 13 Paul concludes with the famous statement, 
‘So faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these 
is love.’ This truth is evident. God is love and not faith or hope. Love 
then must be the greatest. In Galatians 5:6 Paul speaks of ‘...faith 
working through love.’ Faith then, to be faith at its best, must work 
through love. In fact in I Corinthians 13:2 Paul says, ‘...if I have all 
faith so as to remove mountains and have not love, I am nothing.’ In 
other words, actual works can be accomplished but be worth nothing. 
This person is 
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not walking the way in love. In Romans 5:5 Paul says, in effect, ‘We 
are not ashamed to hope, because the love of God has been shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.’ He 
means that hope, too, works through love. In other words, there is no 
way to walk in the way but by means of love. 

When we come to examine the walk in love Paul gives us 
excellent advice. He tells us that this love ‘bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all things. This love never falls .’ 
Now notice that ‘love believes all things’, ie. has faith. Also it hopes 
all things, ie. it hopes by love. 

We cannot here enlarge on the modes and manners of love, but 
let us note this principle, ‘To walk truly is to walk in love. In the 
context of love is true guidance. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

 

THE PEACE, SERENITY & ASSURANCE OF 
LORDSHIP 

The Need for, and Joy of, Lordship 

We say that created man was at peace when he accepted his 
created state of contingency, ie. that he was creature to the Creator, 
son to the Father, and subject (servant) to the King. The reason for 
this was that he was directed in what he was to do. 

One of the illusions a fallen human being has about being 
directed is that it makes him inferior and keeps him in bondage. He 
thinks his true personhood is confined in its development. In fact the 
opposite is true. Man needs a guide. The term ‘Master’ in Matthew 
23:10 is a good word.1 It is kathegetes in Greek and relates to the 
words hegemon and hegeomai from which we get our English word 
hegemony, which is defined as leadership. In fact God was this 
Leader of Israel, and Christ’s Lordship makes him leader of his 
people. We have already seen that leadership is given to the Holy 
Spirit. In fact we have established the fact of the Lordship of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Spirit. 

What we are concerned to see is that such leadership does not 
destroy our persons, or stunt our growth in maturity. Nor does it 
atrophy our wills, which are often afraid it will. In fact it is a sign of 
maturity to accept leadership. Especially 

                                                 
1 The themes of Father, Master and Leader are further developed in True God or New Guru 

? by G. C. Bingham (NCPI 1979). 
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when that leadership is equipped by experience and wisdom. That is 
to say, experience and wisdom beyond our own. 

We have seen that the nihilist sees no point in any advice, 
leadership, or direction. Nothing is real. Likewise the anarchist sees 
anarchy as the best state of existence. The autonomous person desires 
to make his own decisions, and the .existentialist sees no value in 
even using the previous experience of others. To him it is irrelevant. 
Decisions, however, have to be made, even if it is a decision not to 
make a decision! 

In practice most of us find decision making the most difficult of 
work. It takes a deal of personal energy to come to decisions. The 
legalist of course has no problem in this matter. He has subjected 
himself to legislated law as a way of life. He is secure in the 
decisions which have been made for him. He is, however, somewhat 
baffled and uneasy when he comes to situations for which there seem 
to be no prescriptions. He has to search the minutae of the law to 
concoct these. Also he is uneasy in the basic casuistry of law, for law 
itself makes allowance, often, for extenuating circumstances. The 
Pharisaism of Jesus’ day was along such lines. Sadly enough the 
legalist often ends up with two basic problems, (a) He becomes 
cynical because legalism by nature of the case cannot work, and (b) 
The severity of the law forces him to find compensation in certain 
pleasures. Often the legalist alternates between legal observance and 
libertinism. 

The Peace of Christ’s Lordship 

In the Lord’s Prayer we petition the Father in the words, ‘Thy 
will be done.’ We do not simply resign ourselves to the Father’s 
commands. We see that the best to be done is His will. He is the true 
Leader. His will will be the source of reality. Likewise the Lordship 
of the Son, of Christ, means that we will 
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follow his directions, given, no doubt, by the Holy Spirit. It will be a 
sheer relief to do so. We do not have to work out pros and cons, and 
worry our minds as to how we will act. Often we lack direction in 
even frightening ways. We are at a loss in the chaos of our world. To 
follow his Lordship is a comforting and reassuring matter. 

For the existentialist who has had to work out his own decisions; 
to then face the consequences of them, is not a gratifying experience. 
For the rebel who will take guidance and leadership from none, life 
can often be bleak, unrewarding,’ and sometimes wholly frightening. 
To try to handle the forces of our world on one’s own, and with one’s 
limited resources, is often terrifying. The person who has sensed his 
aloneness knows this, especially when he meets fateful and alien 
forces. He may meet hostility which can cause him to lose his nerve. 
All of this springs from a refusal to accept the fact that the way of a 
man is not in himself, and to realise that to ‘fear God and keep His 
commandments is the whole of man.’ 

To be led, advised, directed and aided, can be beautiful. 
However, we must keep in mind that acceptance of God’s commands 
is an intelligent matter and not one of gullibility. We must exercise 
sensitivity and discernment in knowing the voice of God. Some are 
easily deceived, and Paul warns against seducing voices, and John 
against the anti–Christ spirits who go out into the world. In I Timothy 
4:1f Paul warns against the doctrines of demons which would lead 
men astray. 

The Inner Work of the Spirit in Leadership 

In Jeremiah 31:31–34 we meet the prophecy concerning the new 
covenant. This is the covenant of forgiveness to which Christ referred 
at the Last Supper (Matt 26:28). The importance of it is stressed in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews in which it is used 
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powerfully on two occasions. The part of the quote which concerns 
us is God’s statement, ‘I will put My law within them, and I will 
write it upon their hearts, and I will be their God and they shall be 
My people.’ 

This is a rich truth. The law of God will be internalised. That is to 
say that the law will not simply be written upon their hearts, but will 
be native within their hearts. In Romans 2:14–15 Paul says the 
Gentiles have the law written upon their hearts. This does not mean 
that they necessarily obey the law, but they know it is there. They 
may or may not obey it. What then is internalised law as against 
externalised law? It surely is the law known to the heart, and obeyed 
from the heart (of. Deut 30: 6, Rom 6: 17, Ephes 6: 6). It means that 
the law and its truth is known to the possessor of it. This is the law 
that the Psalmist in Psalms 1, 19, and 119 loves so dearly. It is 
sweeter to him than honeycomb. It is a lamp unto his feet and a light 
unto his path. He walks according to its precepts. Because his heart 
has been enlarged he runs the way of its commandments. 

When we read Ezekiel 36:24–28 we see the same principle. God 
promises He will cleanse His people from their filthiness and their 
idols. He will take out the heart of stone, and He will put in a heart of 
flesh. What then will be the result? ‘I .... will cause you to walk in 
My statutes anal be careful to observe My ordinances.’ In other 
words, there will be heartfelt and spontaneous obedience. Yet we 
have left out two important statements in that passage:– ‘...a new 
Spirit I will put within you,’ and ‘I will put My Spirit within you and 
cause you to walk in My statutes’. We see then that the internalised 
law is the law of the Spirit, ie. the law as the Spirit leads the new 
person to observe. Here, then, grace and law in its true nature meet 
together. This Paul understands most powerfully when he says, in 
Romans 7:6, ‘But now we are discharged from the law, dead to that 
which held us captive, so that we serve not under the old written 
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code but in the new life of the Spirit .’ He says, ‘We serve in the new 
life of the Spirit.’ 

We see then that it is the Spirit who rids law of its legalisms, and 
man of his legalistic spirit. Man does not have to steer a cautious 
course around ‘apodictic’ and ‘casuistic’, nor rely on the cunning of 
‘situational ethics’ where the deceit of his heart will lead him to 
rationalise his desires and actions as ‘lawful’. No, the Spirit will lead 
him. The Spirit will teach him. The Spirit will give him true 
knowledge arid true wisdom. The Spirit who has flooded his heart 
with love (Rom 5:5) will’ cause him to walk in the way, in the way of 
love! 

This means then that the law of love, the law of Christ, the true 
moral law of God is implanted in man, kept alive by the Spirit, and 
obedience is motivated by the very love which possesses the heart. 
No wonder the Holy Spirit is known as Teacher. No wonder he is 
known as Guide. 

No wonder, too, the person under Christ’s Lordship and the 
Father’s Fatherhood can echo with the Son himself, ‘I delight to do 
Thy will, O God!’ 
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN 

HEARING THE VOICE OF GOD– I 

The Way to Listen 

The Quakers had a set of principles for guidance. They were, 
‘What saith the Scriptures? What saith the providences 
(circumstances)? What saith the brethren?’ These are intelligible. 
What would complete this triplet of questions is, ‘What saith the 
Spirit?’ and one wonders why the Quakers did not include it. 
Probably the answer is that they believed the three – the Scriptures, 
the circumstances, and the brethren – were the ways in which the 
Holy Spirit spoke. Quakers, incidently, were the folk who waited in 
silence to hear the Inner Voice, that is to see the Inner Light. By this 
they were guided. 

God Is Always Speaking 

When we say ‘speaking’ we do not mean ‘chattering’. Today we 
have a slang word, ‘yakking’. It really means, ‘Going on 
interminably, without speaking to very much point.’ God is not like 
that. God is often silent, also. Generally that is when we ask the 
wrong questions, and when we will not listen to Him. This is what 
the prophet meant when he said, ‘Thou art a God Who hidest 
Thyself’. When men live in sin, rebellion and disobedience, then God 
certainly does not talk in the gentle, kind, firm and loving way that 
He does when we come to Him in humility and obedience. Then – in 
our need – His voice is never silent. 
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If God is always speaking, then what is He saying? The answer is 
that God has His plan and He is always communicating that, so that 
He may ‘work all things according to the counsel of His own will.’ 
We have seen that. However God primarily communicates Himself to 
us, so that knowing Him we may love Him, worship Him and enjoy 
Him. Obedience to His will, will surely be the natural spin–off of 
such fellowship and adoration. 

Man Ought Always to be Hearing 

Some people seem by nature to be mystical. 
They are often quiet and withdrawn, and they certainly wait to 

hear voices. Even so we do not have to have this disposition to hear 
the voice of God. 

In fact when we are so disposed we may hear other voices. It 
takes wisdom and discernment to distinguish the voice of God from 
the many other voices. Some are so emotionally disposed that they 
love the voice which, in fact, proceeds from their own imaginations. 
They often desire the dreamy and the poetic. God’s voice can be 
discerned by its immense practicality of communication. It keeps us 
rooted in this world, even if its dimensions are heavenly. 

Impediments to Hearing 

We keep coming back to Jesus’ statement, ‘If any man will to do 
His will, he shall know .... ‘. The Psalmist says, ‘If I had cherished 
iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.’ A similar 
thought is in I Peter 3: 7, ‘Likewise you husbands, live considerately 
with your wives, bestowing honour on the woman as the weaker sex, 
since you are joint heirs of the grace of life, in order that your prayers 
may not be hindered.’ Peter is saying that where the husband does not 
give honour to the wife, prayer is 
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hindered. In James 4:2–3 the writer says prayer is not answered 
because of its wrong motives. Prayer, of course, is the way – par 
excellence – that we hear God’s voice. 

There is a fascinating insight into hearing and its impediments in 
Isaiah chapter six. In this the prophet is given a vision of God in His 
utter holiness. He is shocked by it, and comes to realise his own 
impurity. Not until a seraphim comes with a. burning coal from the 
altar of sacrifice does he have relief. This message is, ‘Lo: This has 
touched your Lips, and your guilt is passing away, and your sin is 
atoned for.’ The moment that relief comes he hears the voice of God. 
‘And I heard the voice of the Lord saying ....’. It seems that 
simultaneous with the cleansing is the voice. Was, in fact, God 
speaking even prior to that, and Isaiah could not hear Him because of 
the iniquity of his heart? We cannot say. What we can say is that the 
cleansing of the heart is the condition under which we may hear. 

It is obvious, when we think about it, that we must have the spirit 
to Listen before we can hear. An example of this is the story of 
Martha and Mary in Luke 10:38–42. Martha is ‘anxious and troubled 
about many things’. That is she ‘is fussing and fretting’. At this point 
it does not matter why; the fact is she cannot sit at Jesus’ feet and 
listen. It is pointless to say she must get the meal. Examination of the 
facts will show she was not in the spirit to listen. Mary was. When 
one listens to God one hears significant things. It transpires that 
Mary – of all Jesus’ followers – heard the fact and truth of Jesus’ 
death and amazingly she later actually celebrates that death with the 
fragrant anointing of his feet. 

Another rich example of true hearing is that of the experience of 
the shattered prophet Elijah, sitting bewildered and tired in the 
wilderness. God pitied him and made provision for his physical 
needs. Following this He was to tell Elijah what he needed to know. 
Elijah is commanded to stand upon the mount 
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before the Lord, which he does. There is a fierce cyclonic wind which 
actually breaks the rocks of the mountain in pieces. Then there is a 
heaving earthquake. Following it is a dramatic fire. What is God 
saying in and by these events? The prophet receives no message until 
he hears ‘a still small voice’. This is the voice of God. Doubtless 
Elijah appreciates the fire because previously God had acted in this 
dramatic manner on Carmel where the prophet’s (and God’s) enemies 
had been defeated by a conflagration. Doubtless the wind and the 
earthquake were also in this fierce category, but God was’ teaching 
Elijah that He was most intimately heard in the still small voice, and 
not in the dramatics. 

‘When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle, and 
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave’ (I Kings 19:13). Elijah 
had been humbled. 

On the positive side we find the child Samuel a simple listener. 
He hears the voice of God in the sanctuary but does not know who 
has called. The old priest, Eli, tells him to say, ‘Speak, Lord, for Thy 
servant heareth ,’ and that precious and powerful principle has been 
set out for all time. It means, ‘Lord, You do speak. We do not always 
hear. But, Lord, I am ready to hear.’ This is the reverence that sets the 
true condition for hearing. 

Hearing Comes in Waiting 

Without doubt the subject of guidance (the guidance of God) is a 
popular one. However, in our world of hasty spirits it is often 
required of God that He give ‘instant guidance’ Persons want Him to 
give quick and simple indications, but then they have not trained 
themselves to hear. They become quickly impatient and advert to that 
most futile of practices, namely reading the pros and cons. It is 
almost as foolish as reading the portents, so–called. 

The book of Proverbs is famous for counselling a 
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quiet spirit. ‘A tranquil mind gives life to the flesh, but passion (envy, 
jealousy, inordinate intensity) rots the bones’. ‘Better is a handful of 
quietness than two hands full of toil and striving after wind .’ ‘In 
quietness and confidence shall be your strength.’ (Prov 14:30, Eccles 
4:6, Isa 30:15.) 

Quietness and waiting are often linked together. Commands to be 
still are intended to lead to true understanding. Hence such passages 
as Lamentations 3:26, Psalms 25:5, 27:14, 37:34,130:5, Proverbs 20: 
22, Isaiah 49:23. Two special passages in Isaiah are Isaiah 40:31, 
‘But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they 
shall walk and not faint’, and also Isaiah 30:18. In the latter God 
waits to be gracious to man, but then man is affected and waits for 
God to help him. 

Linked with these is a command such as, ‘Be still and know that I 
am God!’ Man is not to panic. He is to trust God, and know that He is 
in control. Likewise the advice of Isaiah 28:16 ‘He who believes will 
not be in haste .’ To this we might add Jesus’ statement, ‘Have faith 
in God!’ 

We need then a spirit which is simple. It is prepared to wait and 
listen. It believes in the sovereignty of God. There is no sense of 
panic, or anxious intensity. It is in the listening that the voice of God 
is heard,–whether in the combination of circumstances, the Scriptures 
which come aptly, or the confirmation of the brethren. Beneath it all 
will be the conviction, ‘God has spoken this way, and I have heard 
Him.’ 
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN 

HEARING THE VOICE OF GOD– II 

A Problem of Feeling 

For some people guidance is a very tricky thing. Desire plays a 
deep part in our decision making. That is obvious. We wish to take a 
certain line of action or we resist having to take a certain line. We 
generally decide for that which is most attractive. Often we wish the 
Lord’s will were a certain thing. 

We would love it to be that way. So then we set about justifying 
that line of action; proving it to be God’s will. 

In my experience as Principal of two Bible colleges and lecturer 
in many, in pastoral and personal ministry and many years of 
specialised counselling ministry, I have come to see that where we 
think we will find emotional fulfilment we easily assure ourselves 
that a certain line of action is God’s will. We marvellously weave the 
current circumstances, the Scriptures we read, and talk persuasively 
to the brethren, so we ultimately assure ourselves that God has 
spoken in such–and–such a manner. 

This is why the interest in guidance is intense. I have heard many 
talk persuasively of God’s will, but I have had, continually, an 
uneasiness, and a lack of assurance that this has been so. We tend, 
then, to rationalise the emotional desires we have as being God’s 
will. This is particularly so in the matter of man–woman 
relationships, and especially in regard to marriage. How many 
students have told me they were sure it was God’s will to marry such 
and such a 
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person. ‘God told me that He has chosen Mary for me!’ I can scarcely 
remember one case where the person was urgent in pressing his case 
that in fact it has worked out that way. 

Another problem in guidance is the use of special messages from 
God, and certain directive forms of prophetic utterance. The person 
who has exclusive relationships with God, and who presses strongly a 
certain line of action because ‘God told me. I know it is true ,’ is one 
to be watched, as much for his own sake as for other’s. I have noticed 
that people who suffer from a deep sense of inferiority use this ‘God 
told me ,’ technique. It must be emphasised that guidance is always 
in the corporate situation, the situation of the fellowship of the 
church. Proverbs says, ‘There is wisdom in the multitude of 
counsellors (wise men).’ Because there is something of the 
superstitious in all of us, folk are often reluctant to go against what 
may be a personal leading of God. Of course there is a personal 
leading, but then the message should bring a corporate consensus as 
to its validity. 

Likewise prophetic utterance carries similar problems. Paul 
makes it clear in I Corinthians 14:32 that ‘the spirits of the prophets 
are subject to the prophets’. He has already said, ‘Let two or three 
prophets speak and the others weigh what is said .’ It may be that 
others means ‘other prophets’ or simply ‘other members’. It dales not 
much matter. It means that there must be some consensus as to the 
validity of the utterance. Of course where prophecy is directive then 
the whole matter must be thoroughly tested because of the 
implications. Many folk have had their lives interrupted, and even 
shattered by this kind of directive prophecy. They have been told 
things (often in Elizabethan English! As though God were not 
contemporary! ) in the even tone of super–authority, so that they have 
not dared used their critical faculty. In fact they have been gullible. I 
have seen much damage done by this form of so–called guidance. 
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The Voice Must Be That of the Lord 

We have seen that we must listen, but in listening we must also 
discern whose voice it is that speaks. It is well–known that we often 
hear what we want to hear and screen out what we do not wish to 
hear. This then brings us to the nature of our own minds. In Romans 
12:2 Paul says, ‘Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is 
the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.’ This 
passage should be linked with Colossians 3:9–10 and Ephesians 
4:20–24. The substance of these passages may be paraphrased as 
follows:– ‘In initial repentance (Gk. metanoia– ‘change of mind, 
attitude, understanding’) our minds are changed, and changed 
radically. We think differently. All things have become new. At the 
same time the world (the Satanic system with its so–called wisdom) 
is constantly seeking to subvert our minds, change our thinking and 
later our attitudes to conform with it. This we must reject. We can 
only defeat this attempted influence by constantly having our minds 
purified, renewed, and informed by the truth. We ourselves are 
growing in maturity. We do not possess all wisdom. Every day we 
need the Spirit of truth to inform us, and to release us from any 
wrong notions we have accumulated.’ 

We can see then that the many warnings in Scripture against (a) 
not being willing to hear God’s voice, and (b) not testing the voices 
that do speak to us, are necessary warnings. When we know that our 
very physical desires may easily lead us to lustful life, or idolatrous 
attachment, then we can see we need to discern the true from the 
false. 

Waiting, Listening and Prayer 

Much has been written on prayer. One thing that 
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is clear is the fact that prayer is an attitude of life. Whilst it may often 
express itself in times of prayer (sometimes called ‘the quiet time’), 
yet unless it is an habitual attitude it will always be a problem when it 
is limited to and exercised only within the ‘quiet time’. Similarly if 
prayer is an attitude which does not express itself in quiet times, then 
it also will not prove fruitful. 

Waiting on God and listening to Him are attitudes which help in 
hearing the voice of God. Prayer assists this, and is often the occasion 
for it. However, prayer also includes the elements of praise and 
worship, and such is a time of learning about God, especially if it is 
wedded to the reading, study and contemplation of the Scriptures. It 
is as we are in the presence of God, as we come to know more of His 
character, that our understanding grows, and we know better what to 
pray. We also become more experienced in the art of listening. 

Conclusion as to Hearing God’s Voice 

Someone has said, even perhaps a trifle lazily, ‘The guidance of 
God is really a hunch.’ This will disappoint some, and may even 
anger others, but it is close to the truth. Guidance is not discovered 
mechanistically, or by using techniques. God is always speaking, and 
we need to listen. Yet given all the elements which bring to guidance, 
the ultimate knowledge is a quiet assurance of what He is saying, 
whatever the context may be. On the one hand we have the bulk of 
the Scriptures, and in regard to most walking in life we have all the 
direction we need. The internalised law agrees with the external law 
as the Spirit shows us both. Done in the context of Father, Son and 
Spirit, as also the family, we can come to know the will of God. 

The providences, the brethren are all confirmatory of this 
guidance. Occasionally of course the 
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brethren are not in a place to share in the consensus because of 
different impediments they may have. It does not matter: we will 
surely know the mind of God. 

It is true that we must watch our human persons, our physical and 
mental make–up, and the nature of what is spiritual. We must be 
careful not to rationalise what we feel attracted to do. We must also 
realise the large part the physical may make in certain of our 
decisions. Given all in all, however, we can be sure that a life lived in 
God is the ideal way in knowing the will of God. 

Also we must remember that when we least seem to know 
guidance is often not the point at which we don’t know what is the 
will of God. It may well be because we have known the will of God 
and have not received it (ie. we will not execute it) and obeyed it that 
we seem in confusion. We may be trying to recycle guidance in the 
hope that it will turn out differently. 

Perhaps there is no better way of closing this study than by using 
the words of Mary the mother of Jesus concerning her Son: 
‘Whatsoever he says unto you, do it ! ‘ 
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A GUIDE TO THE 
MATTER OF GUIDANCE 

The following guide is intended to save certain readers from 
reading the whole book. Some people simply cannot (or, perhaps, 
will not) read a whole book, especially when it is on one theme. 
There are others, who, if they read the chart may find it helpful in 
reading and understanding the whole book. 
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A GUIDE TO GUIDANCE 

 

THE NEED FOR AND CONTEXT OF GUIDANCE 

A. The Plan Of God 

1. God has His plan for man and eternity (Ephes 1:3–14, cf. 3:16, 
11, Rev 10:1–7). 

2. God’s plan is within time. Man needs to know it. Man has the 
plan given to him (Gen 1:28–31, 9: lf). 

3. God’s plan is to redeem fallen man. Man’s part is to proclaim 
the Gospel (Matt 28:18–20, Mark 16: 16f, Luke 24:44f, John 
20:19–23, Acts 1:8). 

4. Redeemed man is in the process of holiness. He must walk in 
holiness (I Thess 4:1–7, I Peter 1: 14ff, I John 3:1–3, Heb 4:12). 

5. Man will be glorified ultimately. He is now in this process (Phil 
3:21, Rom 8:17–30, Ephes 1:11–14). 

6. Man has to walk in this plan. He knows what it is generally, but 
not specifically for him. He needs to be guided. 

B. Man’s Participation In God’s Plan 

1. Man cannot find his own path (Jer 10: 23, ‘The way of a man is 
not in himself. It is not in man to direct his own footsteps’). 

2. Man is a relational person, and needs as son, creature and subject 
(servant) to correlate with 
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God as Father, Creator and King. In these relationships man can be 
shown where and how to walk (i.e. live, make progress).  

3. Because of the Fall man has abdicated his true roles, seeking to 
be self–sufficient.(a}He cannot possibly know his own (true) 
way. (b} He needs to be shown, but will not let himself be shown 
what is the true way. 

4. The work of the Cross (redemption) brings him back to God. He 
is reconciled. Now he resumes his true life–correlation to God as 
Son (Gal 3:26, 4:4–6, I John 3:1, etc.), creature (II Cor 5:17, Gal 
6:15), and subject (servant) (Acts 2:18, 4: 29). In these new 
relationships the voice and guidance of God can be heard. 

5. Man now seeking to do the will of God has at his disposal a 
personal relationship with God, ie. through the Spirit man comes 
to the Son, and through the Son to the Father. 

C. The Means Of Guidance 

1. Axiom: ‘God goes on communicating Himself whatever ! ‘ 
2. He uses various media such as creation, conscience, the Word 

(uttered and inscripturated), the prophetic word, angels, dreams 
and visions, the Son, the Holy Spirit, the church (N. B. Uses of 
these can be correct or incorrect). 

3. Man, in rejecting God, rejects the true means of guidance. 
Guidance is knowing the will of God with a view to doing it. One 
is then said to work with God in His plan. 
 
Man believes he can live without guidance. In so doing he uses 

his own so–Called wisdom, or relies on the occult communication he 
has, or walks (of 
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necessity) a false way (or, ways).  
5. Through the media of God (see above) man can come to know 

the will of God, His plan and man’s required participation. 
However, he chooses to be deaf to these communications. 

6. Christ comes (God incarnate), as the Son, to reveal the Father, 
and through his death and resurrection to make the way back to 
God (John 1:14, 18, 14:6, Matt 11:27, II Cor 5:19, Rom 5:1–2, 
Ephes 2:18, 3:12, Heb 10:19–22). 

 
7. Redeemed man resumes relationships with God as Father, 

Creator and King by becoming son (I John 3:1, Gal 4:4–6, John 
1:12), creature (II Cor 5:17, Gal 6:15), and servant (Acts 2:18, 
4:29, etc. ). It is in the context of these relationships (ie. with 
Father, Son and Spirit) that man walks in true guidance. 

8. The media of guidance are now open to man, and he can hear 
them (see above “C.2”). 

9. The means of guidance, ie. the means of grace are now available 
to man, enabling him to hear the voice of God and be led. The 
inscripturated Word for reading. Prayer for relating to God (with 
worship and praise), in which case God is better known and 
heard. Fellowship and love, with unity, are the context in which 
God’s voice is heard both corporately and personally. Service is 
rendered to God as participation in the plan of God. Thus God 
communicates His plan. 

Note:– Problems with Guidance. 

Man is an emotional, intellectual and volitional creature. His 
emotions are closest to the surface, and involve his desires (pleasures, 
fulfilment, etc.). Therefore man (even redeemed man) may rationalise 
his emotional desires as the will of God, producing rationalised 
guidance! Man as a willing creature may 
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reason guidance (ie. pros and cons, what he thinks is reasonable 
guidance, etc. ). Man may superstitiously bow to others’ so–called 
special guidance, and • so walk the wrong way. Scriptures may even 
be used to rationalise false guidance. 

D. The Living Context Of Guidance 

1. God the Father is the Shepherd Who leads His people. God the 
Son is the good Shepherd appointed by God to lead His people. 
The Holy Spirit is the one Who has led in both O .T. and N .T. 
times and operations. True relationships (aided by the means of 
grace) need to be nurtured. 

2. God appoints under–shepherds in the ministries of apostle, 
prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher. Elders especially, are to 
lead the flock of God. 

3. Guidance although personal is generally corporate. It can be 
personal within the corporate situation. The consensus of the 
Holy Spirit in the church (rightly understood) is valuable 
guidance. 

4. The primary thing to be understood is (i) God is essentially the 
guide of His people. He never leaves them without guidance. (ii) 
Man must always be alert to ‘the guidance of God. This means he 
must be in continual fellowship with Him. 

5. All guidance is opposed by Satan. Man in his rebellion 
‘exchanged the truth of God for a lie’. Satan and all his powers 
are innately deceptive, including sin itself. Man will think he is 
walking the true way when he is not. Redeemed man needs the 
constant renewal of the mind to counteract the constant 
onslaughts of evil conditioning. 

6. Vocation is immensely important. Man must desire to do the will 
of God. He can test this will (Rom 
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12:1–2); he can know this will (Ephes 5:17–18, John 7: 17); but 
man has no power of himself to do this will (Rom 7: 18). God will 
work His will when man’s will is willing (Phil 2: 12–13). 

E. The Goal Of Guidance 

To repeat the hymn–line, ‘My goal is God Himself.’ John says, 
‘And we shall see His face.’ Undoubtedly that is the goal which man 
both longs for and fears. The solemnity is high. The anticipated joy is 
boundless. 

With that goal comes the fulfilment of all other true goals, the 
fruition of the long haul towards the end. Passing through the radical 
changes brought by redemption, the demands and experiences of 
sanctification and maturity, and with all the being transformed from 
one stage of glory to another. 

Resurrection from the dead: the emancipation which brings the 
new body, the body of glory, and also the glory itself. With these 
unbelievable transformations a deeper sense of sonship which 
accompanies the redemption of the body. Sonship which brings 
increased awareness of the Father and the Son whose names are 
written on our brows, and with that the new name given, which no 
one knows but ourselves, the true identity at last known and received. 

Most of all the home. This home – the Holy City, the New 
Jerusalem, the Bride of the Groom is also the dwelling place of God, 
built over the long ages through the ministry of the Spirit. It is at once 
what we have built and what has been built or prepared for us by the 
Son since the time of his ascension. Here the Father is pleased to 
dwell with His people, His family. This is truly His holy and loving 
family. This is where there are pleasures for evermore – at His right 
hand. 

In other words, ‘No more journeying!’ Home at last. The 
everlasting serenity and the true tranquillity 
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Also the fulfilment, the joy of realised being. Conformed to the 
image of His Son, transformed from the earthly to the heavenly 
splendour and eternal glory. The goal then was worth it all – all that 
listening, that seeking of guidance, that resting in the assurance God 
will do us good. It was worth scanning the plan, and reassuring 
ourselves, all the time, that we were on the way to resurrection out of 
the dead, to immeasurable glory, and to the time when we would be 
blameless and holy before Him. No more sorrow, no more tears, no 
more pain, and no more death! Just the ‘Well done:’ and the ‘Come, 
beloved of my Father, into the Kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the creation! ‘ 

Wonderful indeed. Such light affliction, but such great weight of 
glory! Yes, it was worth the little stint of guidance–seeking, 
guidance–hearing, guidance–knowing, and guidance–obedience. 

It is good, above all things, for man to arrive at his true goal. 
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A CLOSING ESSAY ON GUIDANCE 

GOD IS OUR GOODLY GUIDE 

The Guiding Godhead 

One thing that has emerged from our study is that each member 
of the Triune Godhead has the ministry of guidance. The people of 
God are led by the Father, and by the Son, as also the Holy Spirit. 
The God Who creates guides His people through the history He has 
planned for them. They are not left desolate and alone. As Peter says, 
this people can trust their souls to a faithful Creator. He Who has 
begun His work will complete it. He certainly will not betray His 
creation. 

We have seen, in a sketchy way, the ways in which God guides 
His people. Now we need to fill in some of the details to see that the 
heart of the Father is that of a Shepherd–Guide, and that the Son is 
likewise ‘that great Shepherd of the sheep,’ and of course, no less the 
Holy Spirit. Their guidance is one of care and love. 

The Father is the Shepherd 

It is a curious fact of Christian history that the twenty–third 
Psalm – which is undoubtedly the most loved of all – has been 
attributed to the Son as Shepherd. Whilst this application is not 
wholly amiss, it is necessary to see that Israel regarded God as the 
Shepherd. The One whom they knew as Covenant–Father, as also 
their King, they regarded as the true 
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Shepherd. For them the 23rd Psalm spoke of .a gentle but 
practical leading. The flock of course was Israel. Israel steadily 
regarded God as its Shepherd, ‘For He is our God, and we are the 
people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand’ (Psalm 95:7). The 
references to God leading His people – especially through the 
wilderness – are too numerous to quote them all. Of course not all 
references to leading are related directly to His being Shepherd, but 
the thought of His leadership being kindly and caring certainly is 
present. 

The King–Shepherd 

Ezekiel 34 is the locus classicus of the subject of the King–
Shepherd. It is a moving passage. In fact it is from this chapter that 
Jesus derives his own claim as Shepherd in John chapter 10. God 
rebukes the shepherds of Israel for having neglected the flock, and for 
having exploited them. Verse four says, ‘The weak you have not 
strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the crippled you have not 
bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have 
not sought, and with force and harshness you have ruled them .’ He 
shows how the shepherds have caused the flock to be scattered, and 
how selfishly they have eaten the flock. Then comes the beautiful 
thought that’ God Himself will seek for His sheep. It is from this 
thought that Jesus speaks of the Father seeking His lost sheep in Luke 
15. Ezekiel 34:11–16 is a beautiful description of His care for His 
flock. In verses 15 and 16 He says, ‘I Myself will be the shepherd of 
My sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will 
seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the 
crippled, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I 
will watch over; I will feed them in justice.’ 

Also in this chapter is a reference to the coming 
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good shepherd, the Messianic Shepherd. Verse 23 says, ‘And I will 
set up over them one shepherd, My servant David, and he shall feed 
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.’ Finally God says 
(verses 29–31), ‘And I will provide for them prosperous plantations 
so that they shall no more be consumed with hunger in the land, and 
no longer suffer the reproach of the nations. And they shall know that 
I, the Lord their God, am with them, and that they, the house of 
Israel, are My people, says the Lord God. And you are My sheep, the 
sheep of My pasture, and I am your God, says the Lord God.’ 

We see then that God, as Shepherd is no merely sentimental idea. 
God’s provision for His flock is a loving and practical one. 

That, of course, takes us to other Scriptures which speak of His 
gentle and firm leading of His people. Especially descriptive are 
Psalm 105 (‘Then He led forth Israel with silver and gold, and there 
was none among His tribes who stumbled.’ ‘So He led forth His 
people with joy, His chosen ones with singing’), Psalm 106 (‘He led 
them through the deep as a desert’), Psalm 107 (‘He led them by a 
straight way till they reached a city to dwell in’). There are, however, 
many psalms and passages in the prophets which keep referring back 
to the great events connected with the deliverance of Israel from 
Egypt and being led through the wilderness to the promised land. 
Psalms 105 to 107 speak nostalgically of these happenings. 

The passage of Isaiah 63:9–14 spells out in detail the Father’s 
Shepherd–care for the nation as it travelled in the wilderness. We find 
statements such as, ‘...in His love and pity He redeemed them: He 
lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.’ ‘Where is He 
who brought up out of the sea the shepherds of His flock? .... Who 
led them through the wilderness .... so Thou didst lead Thy people, to 
make for Thyself a glorious name!’ To this the Psalmist adds for the 
need of his day, ‘Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
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Thou who leadest Joseph like a flock .... stir up Thy might and 
come and save us!’ (Psalm 80:1–2). Moses was the man who had a 
shepherd’s heart, without doubt, for he reflected the love of the 
Father–Shepherd, but the matter was too much for him. In Numbers 
11:14 he says, ‘I am not able to carry all this people alone. The 
burden is too heavy for me.’ It is then that God appoints seventy 
elders, equipping them with the Holy Spirit, and these are the (under–
) shepherds to which Isaiah 63:11 refers. 

As for the rest, we can comb the O.T. to find endless references 
to the ways in which God leads, and the modes of His leading, as also 
the goals nominated. 

What is established, however, is His strength and tenderness as a 
Shepherd. It is then that the Shepherd Psalm lights up, for this Psalm 
speaks of Him leading His flock to green pastures (in the aridity of 
the land), and to quiet waters (in a dry and thirsty land), and even 
leading them through the valley of the shadow of death (amidst 
threats from the Ravager and ravagers), and finally leading them to 
His own home, where there are many rooms, the House of the 
Father–Shepherd. 

The Son is the Shepherd 

No one doubts from the N .T . that Jesus is the Shepherd, and 
indeed the good Shepherd. Good, of course, means ‘true’ or the 
archetypal Shepherd. He is the real shepherd of which others may be 
copies or reflections. In John 9 Jesus heals a blind man, and because 
of hatred of Jesus the Pharisees – who are supposed to be shepherds 
of the people – cast him out, ie. excommunicate him. It is then, and 
because of this action that Jesus speaks of the true shepherd, as 
against the false shepherds. It is in the light of this we understand his 
discourse on the good shepherd. 
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The good shepherd gives his life for the sheep. He fights the 
thief, and the wolf which comes to steal and kill and destroy. 
Doubtless the latter is Satan himself, since he was a murderer from 
the beginning. In reality no shepherd ever loves his sheep enough to 
give his life. Only the good Shepherd does that. That was what he did 
– at Calvary. That is why in Hebrews 13:20 we read of ‘...our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep’, and also ‘the blood of 
the everlasting covenant’. 

Jesus has also been called, ‘...the Shepherd and Guardian of your 
souls’ (I Peter 2:25). Peter also says, ‘When the chief Shepherd is 
manifested you will obtain the unfading crown of glory’ (I Peter 5:4). 

Enough then has been said to show that the Son is as much the 
Shepherd as is His Father. Speaking of this pastoral work Jesus said, 
‘...the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name, and 
leads them out.’ He adds, ‘When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes before them, and the sheep follow him,. for they know his voice’ 
(John 10:3–4). 

In Matthew 9:35–36 we read, ‘And Jesus went about all the cities 
and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity. When 
he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.’ This must 
mean that his is the heart of the true shepherd – compassionate. No 
wonder his thrice–repeated word to Peter was, ‘Feed my flock. Feed 
my lambs. Feed my flock.’ Peter was to be an under–shepherd of the 
Over–Shepherd. In other words the Son, of whom Ezekiel 34:23 
spoke, is the true Shepherd. ‘And I will set up over them one 
Shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed 
them and be their Shepherd .’ That is, none who belongs to the 
Shepherd need ever lack guidance. To know the voice of the 
Shepherd is to follow him. Ultimately, we are told (Rev 7:17) that he 
will be forever our Shepherd, ‘For the Lamb in the 
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midst of the throne will be their Shepherd, and he will guide them to 
springs of living water; and God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes.’ 

The Spirit is the Shepherd 

Rightly speaking the Holy Spirit is ‘the Spirit of the Shepherd’. 
He is nowhere directly called the Shepherd, but then he is called the 
Guide. John 16: 13 says, ‘He will guide you into all the truth’. The 
Psalmist had prayed, ‘Lead me in Thy truth, and teach me’ (Psa 
25:5). Romans 8:14 says, ‘As many as are led by the Spirit...’, and 
Galatians 5:18, ‘...if you are led by the Spirit,’ whilst Galatians 5:16 
and 25 talk about walking in the Spirit. All of this accords with the 
passage we have seen of Isaiah 63: 9–14. Here the Shepherd is God, 
and yet He is at the same time the Spirit, for the passage concludes, 
‘The Spirit of the Lord gave them rest like cattle that go down into 
the valley.’ 

The Spirit of course is always supportive and applicative of the 
work of the Father and the Son. We have seen that the flock, the early 
church, was always led by the Spirit. As the Father and the Son 
shepherd that flock, so does the Spirit. Hence Paul says (Acts 20:28), 
‘Take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit 
has made you overseers, to care for the church of God which He 
obtained with the blood of His own Son.’ We cannot then evade the 
fact that the Spirit has the same tenderness for the people of God as 
has Father and as has the Son. 

Our general conclusion is, then, that the people of God, the true 
flock, are guided continually and are shepherded by the Father, the 
Son, and the Spirit. There may be those who lead, but few who have 
com– 
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passion for the flock, even giving their lives for it. We are secure then 
in the ever–present Shepherd, the leader of the beloved flock. 
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APPENDIX  

GUIDANCE & THE HUMAN CONSCIENCE 

We have already seen that conscience may or may not be reliable 
at any given point of man’s experience. The burdened conscience in 
Hebrews 9:14 is the conscience ]laden with dead works. The ‘corrupt 
and unbelieving’ have consciences which are corrupted, ie. defiled 
(Titus 1:15). Hebrews 19:2 speaks of ‘a conscience of sin’ or ‘a sinful 
conscience’, ie. a consciousness of sin. That means the conscience is 
free. Likewise Hebrews 10:22 speaks of ‘an evil conscience’, ie. a 
consciousness of evil. Such a conscience cannot be dependable. 
‘Conscience doth make cowards of us all ,’ as Shakespeare has 
suggested. In other words, a man in guilt cannot be trusted to make 
right decisions. He is too motivated by guilt, and cannot by any 
means, hear the voice of God from Whom guilt (temporarily or 
permanently) alienates him. 

Paul, however, has an encouraging word for us in Romans 9:1. 
The following extract from a work on conscience comments on the 
conscience and man’s integrity. 1 It should be helpful to read it. 

The Conscience and Integrity 

In II Corinthians 1:12 Paul says, ‘For our boast is this, the 
testimony of our conscience that we have 

                                                 
1 For the context of this extract see LFS. 49 (NCPI Vol. 5, p. 208, ] 980), The Principle and 

Power of Conscience? 
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behaved in the world, and still more towards you, with holiness and 
godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God.’ Paul 
is delighted in the witness of his own conscience. He is showing us 
that genuine peace and assurance come when one has right 
behaviour. Right behaviour, however, is not merely legal exactitude, 
for Titus 2:11–14 shows us that grace teaches men to live in godly 
fashion. It is grace which inspires obedience. In verse 14 Paul says, 
‘...who gave himself for us to redeem us from all iniquity and to 
purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good 
deeds.’ ‘In Titus 3:8 he repeats the thought, ‘The saying is sure. I 
desire you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed 
in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are 
excellent and profitable to men.’ We see then that Christians are 
redeemed to execute good works. This balance between grace and 
works is seen in Ephesians 2: 8–10. One works from grace, not penal 
fear. 

Paul then can rest serene when his own conscience testifies to his 
true action. He expects a similar witness in the conscience of others 
towards himself. In II Corinthians 4:2 he says, ‘We have renounced 
disgraceful, underhanded ways; we refuse to practise cunning or to 
tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we 
would commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of 
God .’ He is showing that when he lives in sincerity then the 
consciences of others will testify to the fact. In II Corinthians 5:11. 
he says, ‘...but what we are is known to God ,and I hope it is also 
known to your conscience.’ Doubtless this is what he means in Acts 
23: 1, ‘And Paul, looking intently at the council, said, “Brethren, I 
have lived before God in all good conscience up to this day. “‘ He 
means he has always obeyed his conscience and received its 
commendation. Acts 24:16 really sums this up, ‘So I always take 
pains to have a clear conscience toward God and toward men.’ If his 
conscience is clear towards God and man 
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then he has indeed kept (and developed) his integrity. The writer of 
Hebrews (13:18) conveys exactly the same idea and principle: ‘Pray 
for us, for we are sure that we have a clear conscience, desiring to act 
honourably in all things.’ 

Paul then has the witness of his own conscience, and witness of 
the conscience of other believers. In Romans 9:1 he speaks of the 
conscience bearing him witness in the Holy Spirit. NEB has it, ‘I am 
speaking the truth in Christ, and my own conscience, enlightened by 
the Holy Spirit, assures me it is no lie.’ The Jerusalem Bible says, 
‘What I want to say now is no pretence: I say it in union with Christ – 
it is the truth – my conscience in union with the Holy Spirit assures 
me of it too.’ We see then that the Holy Spirit and conscience work 
together. Otherwise we may assume ‘that the conscience is not in a 
position to witness to the truth. It needs the enlightenment and 
instruction of the Holy Spirit. 

Finally Acts 24:16 says, ‘I always take pains to have a clear 
conscience towards God and towards men.’ Paul must mean that he 
so obeys the law of love to God and man that he does nothing for 
which his conscience judges him, and so he is right with God and 
man. This must mean he is always on the alert to do what is right. Of 
course many will misjudge his actions, but then that is not his fault. 
Such actions are not done out of legal fear but out of love–
compulsion (II Col’ 5:14, John 14:15). 


	Cover
	Contents
	Foreword
	Without Guide
	NOT IN MAN, BUT IN GOD,� IS GUIDANCE
	CREATED MAN & THE WILL OF GOD
	GOD’S GUIDELINES FOR MAN
	GOD ALWAYS SHOWING THE WAY
	BIBLICAL MEDIA OF GUIDANCE—I
	BIBLICAL MEDIA OF GUIDANCE—II
	GUIDANCE & THE WILL OF GOD
	THE PARADIGM �FOR RECEIVING GUIDANCE
	THE HOLY SPIRIT THE GUIDE
	COMING TO GUIDANCE:�FINDING THE WILL OF GOD
	THE DAILY CONTEXT & LIFE OF GUIDANCE
	THE WAY WE WALK IN GUIDANCE
	THE PEACE, SERENITY & ASSURANCE OF LORDSHIP
	HEARING THE VOICE OF GOD– I
	HEARING THE VOICE OF GOD– II
	THE NEED FOR AND CONTEXT OF GUIDANCE
	GOD IS OUR GOODLY GUIDE
	GUIDANCE & THE HUMAN CONSCIENCE

