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MAN THE STEWARD OF CREATION 

1. Introduction: Some Ideas of Stewardship 
Often stewardship teaching and campaigns are aimed at enthusing 
their subjects to give well or increase their commitments of time, 
money, and abilities to the work of the church and the Gospel. Hence 
stewardship emerges as a demand upon the person, rather than the 
opportunities, responsibilities and delights of serving creation under 
God, which is what stewardship really is. 

2. Man and His Given Stewardship 
1. Basic stewardship is under God, to creation. See Genesis 1:26-

31. The elements are:- Fruitfulness, filling up the earth, subduing 
its dynamic elements, bringing it under (man’s) control. 

 

2. Related to this is God’s authority, His ownership of the creation, 
and His purposes for it which include man relating to Him as 
King and Father. God alone is Creator. Man is His servant but in 
the context of (a} Creational grace, and (b) Creational 
Fatherhood. Ownership:-Revelation 4:11, Exodus 19:1-5, Psalm 
24:1-2 (I Corinthians 10:26), Psalm 50:10-12, Haggai 2:8. 

 

3. Man is a contingent creature. Psalm 100:3, Acts 17:25, Jeremiah 
10:23. God has made him, and man relates to God, in 
dependence. 

 
4. The Fall affected man in that he rejects creational contingency. 

Genesis 3:6ff, Romans 1: 18-32. Hence he rejects the mandate as 
such. Loss of contingency is loss of true being and whole- 
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 some identity. Genesis 9:1ff shows God reiterating the 
mandate of stewardship. Genesis 10: 9-11:9 shows Nimrod and 
his people refusing the mandate (cf. 11:4).  

5. Redemption doubles (so to speak) God’s ownership of man. He 
is redeemed from Satan’s power (Hebrews 2:14-15, cf. 
Colossians 2:14-15), from sin (Galatians 1: 4) and rebellion. 
Redemption (see Mark 10:45, Colossians 1:13-14, I Peter 1:18, I 
Corinthians 6:19-20).  

6. Man is recreated for (a) The good works God gave him in the 
original mandate (Genesis 1:28f); (b) Works which result from 
redemption (Ephesians 2:8-10, Matthew 5:16, Titus 2:11-14). 
Thus man has stewardship restored to him.  

7. Again, redeemed man has nought but his gifts by which to effect 
stewardship (I Corinthians 4:7, Ephesians 1:3, I Peter 4:10, I 
Corinthians 12:4ff, Romans 12:3ff). He needs nothing else, but 
he must utilise what is given. 

3. The Areas and Responsibility of Stewardship 

1.Definition of stewardship:-  
The basic ownership of creation is God’s. Man is to exercise 
stewardship over it. The meaning of a steward can be seen from 
various references in OT and NT See Genesis 15:2, 43:16-19, 44:1, I 
Kings 16:9, Daniel 1: 11, I Chronicles 28:1. The technical word for 
steward is not always used, but the idea is of one entrusted by a 
master, and he may be an overseer. Jacob was a kind of overseer for 
Laban. The idea is generally exercising oversight for the owner on 
his terms. 
 
This concept is confirmed in the stories of stewardship in the Gospels 
(cf. Luke 12:42-48, 16:1-13). Herod had a steward named Chuza 
(Luke ‘8:3). Stories of the pounds and talents (Luke 19: 12-27, 
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Matthew 25: 14-30), and of the wicked husbandmen (Matthew 21:33-
36) relate to stewardship. In Romans 16:23 the word for steward is 
given to Erastus but translated treasurer. In Galatians 4:2 certain 
older folk are trustees, ie. stewards for those not yet come of age.  
 
We can conclude that a steward is one who exercises responsible 
service entrusted to him by an owner, and that he is to work within 
the mandate given to him, and must account for failure in the task.  

2. Areas of stewardship:- 
(i) All men are called to be stewards of God, especially in regard to 
the care and use of creation (Genesis 1:28ff). This would be in regard 
to the functions, purposes and goals of creation, in the light of God’s 
ownership and authority.  
 
(ii) In Israel Moses was entrusted with the house of God (Numbers 
12:7, cf. Joshua 1:1f). This is important because in the NT the Son is 
that head (Hebrews 3: 1-6). Stewardship generally has to do with the 
house or community of God. In Titus 1:7 bishops are overseers, 
entrusted with the community of God. From the stewardship parables 
it is evident that God’s people have stewardship obligations.  
 
(iii) In the epistles the following are the responsibility of God’s 
people:-  
(a)  A stewardship of the mysteries of God (I Corinthians 4: 1-2, 

9: 17, cf. Colossians 1:25, Ephesians 3:2).  
(b)  A stewardship of gifts (I Peter 4: 10). This means that all gifts 

are given for stewardship.  
(c)  A stewardship of time. That is the use of time for the 

stewardship of the Gospel. See Ephesians 3:9 with Colossians 
4:5 and Ephesians 5:15ff.  

(d)  A stewardship of training. I Timothy 1:4 
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 speaks of ‘the divine training that is in faith’, and the word 
training can also be translated ‘order’ or ‘stewardship’.  

(e)  A stewardship of office. This can be seen comparing Titus 1:7 
with I Peter 4:10-11 where the gifts are linked with the 
offices, ie. bishop must be a steward (cf. ‘overseer’) by reason 
of his office.  

All in all the Christian man has both the creational mandate as his 
stewardship, and through the saving work of Christ the redemptional 
mandate as spoken of in Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20, 
and Acts 1:8 also becomes the stewardship of all God’s people. 

4. Stewardship: Receiving and Giving 

(i) Primary Receiving and Giving. 
The principle of ‘Freely you have received; freely give’ (Matthew 
10:8) is the key to steward ship. If there is any thought of not having 
received, there can be none, also, of giving. Man receives everything 
from God, ie. life, gifts, talents, providential keeping, possessions, 
food, substance, etc. The following must therefore be understood. 
 
(1) God is essentially Giver: - John 4: 10, James 1:17, John 3:16, I 

Timothy 6:17, Romans 8:32, Luke 11: 13. 
 
(2) Man possessing nothing is essentially receiver. Cf. Luke 11:9-13, 

II Corinthians 3:5, I Corinthians 15:10, I Corinthians 4:7. 
 
(3) Man, made in the image of God, and especially as restored to that 

in Christ (Colossians 3: 10), is also a giver, albeit he gives only 
what he has received. His stewardship lies in utilising, for others 
and the’ glory of God, that which he has 
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received (II Corinthians 9:8). See II Corinthians chapters 8 and 9. 
Giving by believers needs grace and the ministry of the Spirit, eg. 
Romans 12: 8, II Corinthians 9:7. Receiving is good but it is more 
blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). 

(ii) The Principle of the Tithe. 
The Pharisee said, ‘I give tithes of all that I get’ (Luke 18:12). He 
knew the true principle. Only his motivation was wrong. What then is 
the meaning of tithes? 
 
Briefly, tithes are known as far back as Genesis 14:20 when Abraham 
gave tithes to Melchizedek, King of Salem. The tithe was a tenth of 
everything. In Genesis 28:18-22 Jacob promises a tithe (a tenth) of 
everything if God will keep him. The tithe is well-known in the 
economy of Israel. In Leviticus 27:30-33 (cf. Numbers 18:21-32) the 
tithe belongs to the Lord but is given to the Levites because of their 
non-inheritance in the land. For a full understanding see 
Deuteronomy 12:5-19, 14:22-29, 26: 12-15, II Chronicles 31:5f, 
31:12, Nehemiah 10:37f, 12:44, 13: 5, 12, Amos 4:4, Malachi 3:7-12. 
 
What emerges is that the tithe belongs to God, that it must be given, 
but not with a wrong heart or as a mere legalism. Malachi 3:7-12 
promises true tithe-giving will be a great source of blessing. In the 
NT tithing is mentioned, but no teaching is given regarding the 
Christian responsibility in this respect. In Ezekiel chapters 40 to 48 
there is to be a renewal of the Mosaic principles, but with new 
conditions. Caring for the Levites is described, and whilst the actual 
word ‘tithe’ is not mentioned, the principle is. For those who read 
‘church’ for ‘temple’ then the tithe (in principle) is still extant in ‘the 
age of the church. 
Tithing. was not, strictly speaking, giving. It was a basic .obligation 
in regard to the economy of. 
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Israel. Giving began (begins) after tithing. What then is the 
significance of the tithe? Deuteronomy 14:22-29 and 26:12-15 show 
us that it is an acknowledgment that the land belongs to the Lord, that 
the Levites need sustaining because they have no land, and it is 
charity to the stranger, fatherless and widows who have no substance. 
In other words, it is the recognition of the obligation of true 
stewardship. It is difficult then to see how the tithe would be 
rescinded. Doubtless the tithe paid to Melchizedek was really paid to 
God. This is the basic thrust of Hebrews 7 (cf. Genesis 14:20), for 
there can be no thought of the King of Salem being sustained by 
Abraham! 
 
We conclude then that tithes and offerings are the recognition of 
God’s ownership of all things, and our obligation, motivated by the 
response of love and gratitude, to effect a true stewardship. The tithe 
continually reminds us of our innate insufficiency and of the 
provision of God. It prevents us from thinking we have ownership of 
any or all things, and makes us remember that we have the obligation 
of stewardship to fulfil.  

(iii) The Principle of Giving. 
Giving is part of the ministry of stewardship. We saw that tithing is 
our recognition of God’s ownership, and has the poor, the strangers, 
the servants of God, the fatherless and widows in mind. Tithes were 
also connected with the offerings of the first fruits. These offerings 
were also a recognition that the crops were from God, and not merely 
from man’s toil. 
 
‘He who gives let him give with simplicity. ‘Giving is difficult. 
James 1:17 tells us that every good gift and every perfect giving is 
from God. No human can give of himself since (a) The gift he gives 
belongs primarily to God. His giving is for God. (b) Man’s sinfulness 
means he gives with 
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mixed or impure motive until wholly motivated by the pure love of 
God. 
 
In II Corinthians chapters 8 and 9 many principles are involved. God 
loves a cheerful (Gk. hilarious) giver since He Himself gives 
liberally, without reproaching (James 1:5). These principles are :- 
(i) We first give ourselves before giving, ie. we recognise we 

belong to God, and gladly accept that fact. 
(ii) We give where there is need. 
(iii) We give ‘beyond ourselves’, ie. we deliberately draw on the 

resources of God which we have not yet even received, ie. we 
trust God as the Giver to the needy.  

(iv) We follow the principle Christ followed in doing this, for he 
became poor that we might become rich.  

(v) We give to bring others to the fulfilment of their need. They 
grow ‘rich’ as we grow ‘poor’, but then we are both filled to 
the point of need. Cf. Acts 4:32, ‘...no one said any of the 
things which he possessed was his own’.  

(vi) Bountiful giving brings bountiful harvest, although the motive 
is not gain. 

(vii) Such (true) giving does not only supply needs (cf. I John 
3:17-18) but it ‘overflows in many thanksgivings to God’, ie. 
it is the expression of our thanksgiving, our acknowledgment 
of the source of what we receive. 

(viii) All true giving shows the grace. of God in us, ie. shows we 
have received grace, and so work in grace. 
 

(iv) Causes to Which We Give. 
We are apt to read modern church practices back into the New 
Testament, and the NT church order. The picture is simple:- Tithes 
are not mentioned. 
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Giving is generally directly done by the giver. Nevertheless each lays 
up for the need (I Corinthians 16: 1). The need is generally the poor, 
the fatherless, widows, strangers and the persecuted. Where there is a 
need the believer shares his possessions, believing they belong to 
God and He would have them shared. There is no finance required 
for church-building upkeep, and salaries as such are not set. However 
the one taught remembers the one teaching (Galatians 6:6), and the 
labourer is worthy of his hire, although one should not do the Lord’s 
work with remuneration in mind (I Timothy 5: 17-18, cf. I 
Corinthians 9: 8-18). 
 
We must recognise the changes which have come over the centuries 
and work out the right approach to them. Some modern practices are 
questionable, ie. being pressed (or manipulated) into giving to certain 
stated causes. We must discern whether they are wholly of God, or 
are the ideas of man. The local church often demands all giving be 
channelled through it. This would mean that all stewardship then 
must logically be channelled through it - a very doubtful proposition. 
Love of money is the root of every kind of evil (I Timothy 6:10). On 
the other hand giving should relate to the local fellowship of the 
church. Even so we must discern the uses to which its giving out as a 
church can become materialistic and idolatrous and miss its holy cue 
(Revelation chs. 2 and 3, especially 3:17ff). 
 
In all giving we must remember that the specific idea that giving is 
the giving of money is not true. Money has come (falsely) to 
represent security. Our giving is the recognition of God .as the Giver, 
and our trust in Him as the Supplier of all things: ‘...and those who 
buy as though they had no goods’ (II Corinthians 6:10, I Corinthians 
7:30). 
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5. Conclusion as to Stewardship 
Stewardship covers the whole of life. We are put upon the earth to do 
the will of God in His plan for creation. We may say then that we 
must share with God in a stewardship of the creation. Because the 
creation has been affected by the Fall of man we must, as redeemed 
people, have a stewardship within redemption for man and the 
creation. In this sense Christians are true ecologists both materially 
(creationally) and redemptionally. We saw in section 3 above the way 
these responsibilities are outlined. 
 
What we must recognise is that such stewardship is mandatory, not 
optional. We shall all be called upon to give an account of our 
stewardship (Luke 16:2, Romans 14: 12, cf. II Corinthians 5: 10, 
Revelation 14:13, cf. 20:11-15). This accounting will include the use 
of talk (idle or careless words or words which minister grace, 
Matthew 12:36, Jude 15, Ephesians 4:29), the use of time (Ephesians 
5:16, Colossians 4:5), the use of goods and talents entrusted (Luke 
19:11ff), as also the ministry of the Gospel (I Corinthians 9:16-17, cf. 
II Corinthians 5: 11, Acts 20:26-27 + Ezekiel 3:8ff). 

The Motivation and Joy of Stewardship. 
The basis of stewardship is what God has given to man. He has given 
the universe to him (Genesis l:28ff, Psalm 8:3ff). He has given man 
all things richly to enjoy (I Timothy 6:17, 4:4, Ephesians l:3f, 
because the ‘earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof’, Psalm 24:1f, 
I Corinthians 10:26). His blessings are both material and spiritual, but 
there is no line of demarcation between these two: they are the one. 
 
One day man will inherit all things. His current stewardship is 
related to his ultimate heirship, and inheritance. The meek (ie. the 
obedient) shall inherit the’ earth. Those who overcome shall inherit 
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all things (Revelation 21:7, cf. Revelation chs. 2 and 3). Men of faith 
are the true inheritors (Romans 4:13ff ), and such an inheritance is 
sealed for the saints (Ephesians 1:13-14), the Spirit ensuring this 
(Ephesians 1:13-14, 4:30, Romans 8;18-25). Those who have had a 
stewardship of compassion will enter the Kingdom (Matthew 25:31-
34). 
 
Because of bad teaching, manipulative use of the teaching of 
stewardship, and partly because of man’s possessiveness and 
rebellion against God, stewardship as such has appeared to many to 
be a device to extract money and commitment from the reluctant of 
the earth. When, however, the grace of God in creation (ie. giving life 
and breath and everything to man, rejoicing his heart with food and 
gladness as in Acts 17:28, 14: 15) and providence and redemption is 
seen, known and experienced, then man is glad to respond. He sees 
(a) That he is given rich and purposeful vocation (Genesis l:28ff) 
which far from being restrictive, actually gives him fulness of life. 
(b} That redemption takes him from the pains and stresses and 
bondages of evil, and liberates him to useful and purposeful life and 
goals, because of which he now willingly serves the living God. (c) 
Since giving and stewardship of life and possessions is functional, 
delight attends these operations. (d) The Scriptures have a doctrine of 
rewards. These are not bribes, nor even incentives but the natural 
outcome of labours invested. The ‘Well done: ‘, the ‘full reward’, the 
‘abundant entrance’ are the natural outcome of true stewardship. 
 
The participation in the divine plan of God must prove rich and 
delightful for the redeemed person. This age is an oikonomia (Gk. 
stewardship), an age of salvation, a dispensation of God which has 
been hidden from eternity (Ephesians 3:9), but in which we now 
participate as stewards, ie. stewards of this ‘mystery’. Paul elsewhere 
calls it ‘the mysteries of God’ or the Gospel (I Corinthians 4:1, 6: 
19). 
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Such participation brings extreme joy as one sees the will of God 
fulfilled and the persons of men and women brought into liberating 
redemption. Thus the action and fruit of this ministry both provide 
further stimulation and motivation. 

The Ultimate Stewardship. 
 
Revelation 4:11 shows that celestial creatures delight in the will of 
God for creation. His ultimate for man is to create and glorify him in 
the image of the Son (I John 3:1-3, Romans 8:28-30). In so doing 
man becomes prophet, priest and king. The elect will constitute a 
kingdom of priests, be kings and priests and reign on the earth, and 
reign forever (Revelation 1:6, 5:10, 20:6, 22:5). They will serve Him 
day and night (Revelation 7: 15). The new heavens and the new earth 
will be their inheritance (Revelation 21: 7), and the rich stewardship 
will be forever. 

APPENDIX 

 

Use of the Earth 
Man is given stewardship over creation (Genesis 1:28ff, cf. 9:1ff). 
However the creation is subjected to vanity (emptiness, frustration, 
futility) because of man’s sin. One day it will be released and enjoy 
its functional fulness (Isaiah 11, Romans 8:18ff, etc.). The book of 
the Revelation needs close study for here certain invasion of the 
earth, part destruction of it, and certain inflictions are said 
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to come upon it from the hand of God. At first sight this seems to 
show a Creator Who does not care for His creation. However, closer 
examination will show we must be beware of being too literalistic in 
our interpretations. ‘Hurt not the earth’, and the partial destruction of 
the earth (its grass, its rivers and its seas) may be more symbolic than 
literal, although an actual destruction does take place, though 
probably not of the literal earth, grass, rivers, and seas. These latter 
have significance, eg. waters equal multitudes of people, and so on. 
 
What we have to see is that there must be convulsions because of sin 
(Romans 8:22-23), and judgements and tribulations, even of the 
cosmos as God works out His judgements. The book of the 
Revelation shows that His judgements are just and true. For this 
reason our stewardship will not always be a fair one, but one which is 
often involved in convulsion, pain, cataclysmic happenings, and the 
like. That is we will often have to exercise a stewardship of suffering. 
We will have to be part of the divine outworking of pain and 
suffering as God effects His purposes for the world and the ages. 
 
Sin is no trifling matter. Man’s rebellion against exercising 
stewardship is no light thing. Idolatry (man’s refusal to acknowledge 
God as God, and to worship and obey Him, but the insistence upon 
his own possession of all things) must have its dire judgements, and 
the holiness of God must be vindicated. Hence redeemed man’s 
participation in the anguish of space and time, with a view to true 
participation in eternity. 
 
Doubtless this is what Paul is meaning when he refers to the 
‘stewardship of the mystery’. This is stewardship at its zenith. 
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