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STUDY ONE 

GOD THE UNCHANGING WITNESS 

1. We Are Called To Witness 

We see in Luke 24:44–49, Acts 1:8, John 15:26–27 that we are to be 
witnesses to Christ and the things he has done. Studies in Acts and 
the Revelation show us that the early church saw its witness to Christ 
as its primary task. What then is witness, and why were they called to 
witness? 
Witness is simply telling the truth, particularly as one has seen it. It is 
telling truthfully what has been seen. The one witnessing must be 
true, and what he says must be the truth, but the witness is not itself 
the truth. So we speak of ‘witnessing to the truth’. 
The reason for Christ’s people being witnesses is that they are the 
ones who have seen the truth however they may have seen it. Only 
they, then, can tell the truth, i.e. witness to it. By this means others 
can come to know the truth. 

2. What We Mean By The Witness Of God 

Acts 14:17 says. ‘...he did not leave himself without witness...’ In its 
context the statement means that whilst nations went their own ways 
and God allowed this, yet He always had a witness to Himself. He 
Himself was not a witness, for He was (is) always the truth. He is the 
true God, as against the false gods (John 1:3, I John 5:20, Romans 
3:3, II Chron. 15: 3, Numbers 23: 16,19). 
 
What is often missed in the Scriptures is that God contends for 
Himself against false witness. Why should there be false witness? 
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(i) Because men have exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and live in 
the lie (Romans 1: 25, John 3: 19n21, I John 1:6); 
(ii) Because Satan and the world, with sin, are constantly deceitful, 
leading man astray: man’s own heart is also deceitful (John 8: 44,  
Heb . 3: 13, Jer. 17: 9); 
(iii) Because God wants His creation to see the truth of Himself 
which is the truth. Without truth man cannot come to life and 
freedom (John 8:32). 

3. The Witness God Has Always Had 

The principle of Acts 14:17 is specifically that through creation and 
providence God shows the truth of Himself (cf. Romans 1:20, Psalm 
19:1–4). Generally God has many other witnesses also, namely His 
word, angelic communicators, theophanies, prophets (who received 
the word through dreams and visions), His acts in history, His people 
(Israel and the Church), His Son and His Spirit. 
That God vindicates Himself is the thrust of the whole Scriptures. 
Sometimes as Judge He invites accusers to contend with Him in court 
(e.g. Isaiah 1:18, 14:1,21, 43:26, Psalm 51:4, Romans 8:33f). 
However since God’s word is true, and cannot be seen apart from 
Himself, creation must believe the word (John 17: 17, Psalm 119: 
142,152,160). So true is God (and His word) that the only authentic 
oath must be that of God who swears by Himself (Gen. 50: 24, Luke 
1: 73–75). Others would swear by God as the only Immutable (Ruth 
1:17, I Sam. 3:17 cf. Mal. 3:6). 

4. The Son Is The True Witness To The Father 

Christ comes to bear witness to the truth which is the truth of God 
(John 18: 37). He is full of grace and truth (John 1: 14,17) and is the 
truth of God (John 14:6). Only he knows the Father (Matt. 11:27, 
John 14: 6). The Father bears witness to him (Matt. 3:17, 17:5, John 
5:9, 5:36–37 cf. 6:44–45, Acts 10:40). 
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The Son bears witness to the Father (John 3: 11) and to receive this 
witness is to know God is true, i.e. the truth (John 3:32–33). Not only 
by his life, death and resurrection does the Son bear witness to the 
Father but by his present action (I Cot. 15:24–28, Phil. 2:9–11). He is 
still working out the truth of God, i.e. His nature as He is completing 
His purposes for creation in history. 

5. The Witness To God Continues As 
We Witness To Christ. 

As we have seen, we are his witnesses. Thus we ‘have the testimony 
(witness) of Jesus’ (Rev. 19: 10). That is we witness to his witness to 
God, the truth. Our witness is not the truth, but Christ’s is because he 
is the truth (John 14: 6). He is the truth of God. 
We must then know the things of Christ to which we witness (Luke 
24:48, John 15:27, Acts 2:32, 3:15, 5:32, 10:39, 13:31). We know 
these things through the word and the Spirit (John 16: 12–15) and we 
need to know them. 

WORK–OUT. 

(1) What do we mean when we say, ‘God is the truth’ or ‘God is t. 
rue’? What do we mean by ‘truth’ and ‘true’? 
(2) What witnesses have there been (and are) in history, i.e. witnesses 
to the truth? Have they been effective to any degree? Does it really 
matter how effective they appear to be (or not to be)? What is the 
primary purpose of witness, especially in regard to the truth of God? 
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(3) In what way is the word of God undeniably the truth? Can that 
word be known, studied, lived and proclaimed as an entity detached 
from God? What then do we mean by the statement ‘the word of 
God’? 
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STUDY TWO 

THE FACT AND REALITY OF THE 
KINGDOM 

1. Introduction. 

While our studies open up the immediate and dynamic way, and 
word of those who bear witness, we will also examine what it is that 
we witness to. In fact the witnesses and the things witnessed to are all 
of one bundle for it is the truth of “these things” that give the impetus 
and reality to the witnesses lives and message. 
Luke 24:44–49 which portrays the glorified Messiah’s ministry as the 
outworking of the prophets “must” and in the compass of the Gospel 
being preached to the nations has (as its background and substance), 
the fact and reality of the Kingdom of God. 
It is the Gospel of the Kingdom (e.g. Mark l:14f). Jesus’ words, and 
actions are all a revelation of the Kingdom, and the commissioning 
passage in Matt. 28:16–20 shows Jesus as the one with all authority 
in the Kingdom. Thus in Acts 1:3 the risen Christ speaks to the 
disciples of the Kingdom of God. 
When the church goes bearing witness to Jesus in the Spirit’s power, 
it is in the knowledge and impact of God’s Kingdom (Acts 1: 8). We 
see how Philip proclaimed the Christ and was preaching good news 
about the Kingdom of God (Acts 8: 5, 12). Paul likewise was 
involved in Kingdom preaching (e.g. Acts 20: 25, 28: 23). 
This brief survey is meant to set the scene for our bearing witness to 
the fact and reality of the Kingdom. 

2.The Kingdom Is The Way Of Truth 

(1) God’s all encompassing reign is truth in action. Multiple places 
in the Scriptures tell us that God is the King of all his creation, and 
still reigns in the place of 
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authority in spite of man’s mutinous defiance, e.g. Psalm 145:11–13, 
10:16, 24:7–10, 44:4, 47:2, Jet.10:7, Dan. 4:34 37, 7: 1ff, and more. 
God’s reign is one of righteousness, i.e. uprightness, and in accord 
with this uprightness or justice. That Jesus calls God “righteous 
Father” (John 17: 25). God orders, provides for, and redeems his 
creation in justice (Psalm 33:4–5, 11:7, 45:6f, Is. 32:lff, 15ff. 
Jesus, in the sermon on the mount, shows that righteousness is the 
nature of the Kingdom (Matt. 5–6). The practice of righteousness is 
the practice of the truth. 
Thus to suppress the truth in unrighteousness is to practice a lie and 
to live by irrational deceit (Romans l: 18ff, Acts 17:22–31). This 
makes man a creature of perversity, blinding himself from the rule of 
God, and making man’s existence more like living in a prison than in 
the wholeness and security of grace. 
(2) God intervenes into man’s prison by the revelation of the truth. 
As a promise of this see Isaiah 59, especially verses 14–15 where 
injustice, unrighteousness, lies, blindness and lack of truth are all of 
one bundle. This becomes the deterministic world of the hates, 
superstition, idolatry, meaninglessness, power politics, and bondage. 
Isaiah 59:16–20 shows God liberating his people by righteousness, 
by the revelation and action of the truth. Jesus is that revelation, e.g. 
John 1:17, 14:6. The revelation is that of the Father and the true 
nature of things, which is all the immediate demonstration of the 
Kingdom of God. 
It is over the matter of truth that we reject Jesus, because with our 
inflicted consciences urging our fear and our hate we cannot abide 
the truth, e.g. John 9:39–41. 
(3) The rule of the Kingdom redeems the world by righteousness. 
Ex.34:6f, Num. 14:18, Amos 8:2, Nab. 1:2, Is. 1:27, 5:16, 26:7–15, 
30:18, 42:1–4 etc. 
This is the revelation of righteousness which saves by judging evil 
and vanquishing the lies of man (Romans 1: 16–17). We could call 
this truth in action condemning 
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the lies of man in the cross (Romans 3: 10ff, 21–26). 
In summary the truth of God is seen in the person and ministry of 
Jesus, who simultaneously embodies and demonstrates the Kingdom 
of God. He has secured once and for all against all evil at the cross 
showing man where he is and what he must do. 

3. The Demand of Repentance and Faith. 
(Luke 24: 47) 

(1) This means coming back to the truth as it has been revealed by 
preaching of the gospel. Mark 1: 14–15, Acts 2:37ff, John 16:8ff, 
Acts 17:29–31, Romans 1:5, 15: 18, 16: 26, Col. 1: 5f, I Thess. 2:13 
etc. 
Bearing witness to the Kingdom brings such an understanding of the 
Kingdom that we must turn from our idols and lies to believe and live 
in the truth that has always been, but which has now freed us (John 8: 
32f) and brought us the truth to be obeyed. Romans 10:17, Acts 
5:31f, 11:18. 
(2) Repentance and faith are the practice of the truth, e.g. Matt. 3:8, 
Luke 3:7ff, Acts 26:20. This means taking responsibility for our sins 
(cf. Ezek. 18, Ps. 81 etc.) and in obedience coming under the 
Lordship of Messiah and the authority of the King, e.g. Matt. 11: 25–
30. This is the life of faith (Romans 1: 16–17), lived in the freedom 
of grace and truth, but in glad obedience to the King. 

4. The Gift of Forgiveness of Sins.  
(Acts 2:38, Luke 24:47, John 20:23) 

(1) The promise of the Kingdom was universal forgiveness (Jer. 31: 
34, Is. 43: 25). John baptised people in anticipation of this (Matt. 3:6, 
Mark 1:4). 
(2) The grounds for this baptism is the securing of the Kingdom 
against all sin, including ours, in the cross (Acts 13: 38f). 
Forgiveness is the outworking of justification ( Romans 3: 23– 26, 4: 
7– 8, Eph . 1: 7, I John 2: 1– 2, 4:9–10, 2:12). This means that 
forgiveness is in accord 
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with right, and truth, and is both known and received by faith in the 
God who justifies the ungodly (Rom. 4: 5). 
(3) Forgiveness enables us to see and to live in the reality of the 
Kingdom. Sin and guilt, expressed in fear, rebellion and hate, give us 
a jaundiced view of the Kingdom and a distorted view of the King. 
We also have a perverted view of ourselves through the accusation of 
our conscience and the bog of our shame, e.g. Matt. 5: 8, John 8: 
32ff, I John 5:21 etc. 
Forgiveness relates us warmly to the Father. It frees from the tension 
and stress of anger, and the littleness of alienated relationships. It is 
out of the promise of forgiveness that we are freed to repent and 
believe, as well as live now at home in the Kingdom. 

5. The Gift Of The Spirit Is A Baptism  
Into The Truth Of The Kingdom. (Acts 2:38f) 

(1) The promise of the Spirit is a promise of the Kingdom (Acts 1:5, 
Matt. 3:11, John 1:33). The Spirit not only convicts us of the truth, 
but as the Spirit of truth he leads us into all the truth (John 16: 8–15). 
Therefore Spirit baptism not only surrounds us with the reality of the 
power of the Kingdom, but causes us to be flooded with the truth, 
love, righteousness, power, reality and freedom of the Kingdom 
(Rom. 14:17, John 4:24, Rom. 5:5, Eph. 1:13 cf. Acts 2:4, 6, 11. 
The Spirit is the gift of the reigning Messiah (Acts 2:33) who brings 
all of Messiah and the Father into our hearts (Rom. 5:5, Gal. 4:6 etc.) 
(2) We bear witness to the truth we know (II Cor. 1:20–21 cf. Acts 
4:20, 31). It is also the dynamic for living the truth, telling the truth 
from the overflow of the heart (John 7:37–39). 
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Study Three 

JESUS OF NAZARETH 

Deane Meatheringham 

1.Introduction. 

Acts 10:36–39 has Peter bearing witness to Jesus of Nazareth. It is 
testimony to his words and deeds and so also to his person. Jesus 
promised that the Spirit would bear witness of himself to the 
disciples, as would they also be witnesses (John 15:26–27, Acts 1: 8, 
Luke 24: 48). Early Christian preaching and each of the four Gospels 
give testimony to the man Jesus. 
In this study we will open up the witness to the man Jesus to see the 
significance of the incarnation and what value that has for us, as we 
discover our significance and identity through this true man. 

2. Jesus The Man – The Reality Of The Incarnation. 

(1) The self–attestation of Jesus. When Jesus healed the paralytic he 
said to him, “My son, your sins are forgiven”. To which some of the 
scribes reasoned, “Why does this man speak thus? It is blasphemy! 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” (Mark 2:6–7). Over and over 
these orthodox Jews charged Jesus ‘with blasphemy and he was 
ultimately crucified for it. But these men who swore by Abraham and 
the prophets could not handle the man Jesus. 
Like the pagan nations around them the Pharisees had become 
worshippers of the creature rather than the Creator and had twisted 
the meaning of the Old Testament Scriptures. 
We cannot prove the identity of Jesus by our system of logic, or by 
our manipulation of biblical proof texts. Jesus asks us to do what he 
asked the 
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Pharisees to do, i.e. read the Scriptures in the light of his testimony to 
himself. Who Jesus is depends on his self–identification. 
(2) The reality of the incarnation. At every point the New Testament 
writers assume we will understand what they are talking about, 
because it is not some unknown and esoteric quantity from heaven 
purveyed through a secret knowledge which is theirs to proclaim, but 
the “man Jesus Christ” (Romans 5: 15). 
John 1: 1–18 has it that the eternal word through whom all things 
were made has become flesh, and it is through this Son that the 
Father is made known, i.e. through this man. 
Matthew and Luke in their gospels show Jesus’ birth in line with 
David’s descendants, the prophetic promises, and to be by the agency 
of the Holy Spirit through a virgin mother. With this we could add 
Paurs statement, “But when the time had fully come, God sent forth 
his Son, born of a woman, born under the law” (Gal. 4:4 cf. Romans 
1:4). 
What we need to emphasize is that Jesus’ humanity was fully 
integrated and whole. The Gospels do not show him as some super–
historical – and thus non—historical – fantastic being come down 
from some mythical heaven. It is by the transparency of this man who 
was real in all his words and acts that God is known (Col. 1: 15, 19). 
He is not God with a human skin, or a man who has been deified. 
(3) The significance of the incarnation. While certain heretics refused 
the truth of Jesus’ coming in the flesh (I John 2: 18ff, II John 7), it 
heightens the significance of our being human flesh. Far from our 
humanity of itself being a contamination, or an evil degradation, it is 
seen as the climax of God’s creational purpose which he does not 
shun, but chooses to redeem and revive. 
Phil. 2:1–11 shows that by his incarnation the Son does not cease to 
be the eternal son, yet as a man Jesus does not call upon his divinity 
or divine powers, rather it is in his manhood, and as a servant, that he 
becomes the true Son. 
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As a man he is as dependent upon his Father as all the sons of God 
and as dependent upon the Holy Spirit as we are. As the model of 
true humanity, Jesus has no conflict regarding his identity. By the 
Spirit Jesus knows himself to be the Father’s Son and by the Spirit he 
learns the Father’s will from the Scriptures. As a Son, Jesus is 
content to be a creature, as a Son he serves, and he exercises the 
Lordship of man over the creation. 
It is as a man that Jesus exercises the role of prophet, priest and King. 

3. Our Identification Is With Christ. 

(1) We find ourselves in this true man. Phil. 1:21, Gal. 2:20. In him 
we know the Father and also know ourselves (John 14: 6, Col. 1: 19, 
2: 9. 

(2) Our identification is in the correlatives of the truth, i.e. as a Son, 
creature, servant and Lord (Gal. 4:4–6, Eph. 2:5–6, Romans 1:1, 
14:7–9, II Cor. 5:17, Gal. 6: 14, Romans 5: 17. 
(3) Christ is the true model for our humanity. i.e. in Him we not only 
see what God has created man to be, but to live out our identity with 
God we must fulfil our created roles. 

(a) Christ is the true Son who shows us a filial and vocational 
sonship (John 1: 14, 18, Matt. 11:27–30, John 17:1–3, 21 
etc.). 

(b) He lives in creaturely dependence (John 5: 19, 30. He is 
dependent for all upon his Father and so. upon the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 10:38 cf. Luke 4: 14, 18, Matt. 12: 28). 

(c) His ministry is one of service (Mark 10:45, John 4:34, 
9:4. 
Note: It is as a son that he serves the Father and his 
brethren, not as a slave doing toil. It is here that we see 
the nature of God. 

(d) This is the way of Lordship, i.e. Jesus’ Lordship is known 
in his service, and by 
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the power which he exercises over the creation, the powers of 
evil, and ultimately in redemption (Luke 5:8, 8:28, 6:8, 
23:42, Matt. 28: 18ff). This is the authority of love. 

4. Jesus Totally Identifies With Us. 

(1) This is the outworking of the incarnation and his humanity. There 
is no experience’ or temptation of ours which he has not known (Heb. 
4: 15). He relates to and is the friend of sinners. He enters the shame 
of the whole human family (Heb. 2: 11ff). By his suffering he tastes 
our death (Heb. 2: 9). He humbles himself to a shameful death (Phil. 
2: 8). He comes in the likeness of sinful flesh (Romans 8: 3, II Cor. 5: 
21, Gal. 3: 13). In so doing he bears our judgement, dies our death, 
enters our alienation, descends to the depths of our hell. 
(2) The Father identifies Christ with us and us with Christ (Matt. 
3:15–17, Is. 53:4f, 12, Luke 22:37. This means that in the cross and 
in our baptism we are totally in Christ (Romans 6: 1ff, Gal. 2:20, Col. 
3: 1–3). Thus our lives are hid with Christ in God. 
(3) This frees us to be ourselves as new creations (II Cot. 5: 17). 
Washed, our pollution and shame is dissolved. Reconciled to the 
Father we find our sonship, and by love we are free to serve one 
another (Eph. 2: 5–6, Gal. 4: 1–6, 5: 13). 

5. In Christ, Christ In Us: Imitation Or Habitation? 

(1) We imitate Christ as a model (I Cor. 11:1, I Peter 2: 21). The 
Gospels also show Jesus as the one who calls us to “follow me”. We 
could mistakenly understand this as an attempt to do what Jesus did, 
and to be what he was. But this trying to be like Christ in every case 
is always at least one step away from being as Christ. 
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Eph. 5:1–2 shows that those who imitate the Father are already his 
children. Therefore we to be what we are in Christ, cf. I1 Cot. 5: 17). 
(2) Christ dwells in us (Col. 2:10, 1:27, Gal.2:20, Eph. 2: 21). To 
abide in Christ is for Christ to abide in us. (John 15: 4, 17: 21). Christ 
dwells in us by the Spirit (Eph. 3: 19ff, Romans 8: 9–11). All that 
Jesus is as Messiah becomes ours by the Spirit. This is where we live 
in the dynamic of our identity. Our sonship is in the Son (Gal. 4: 1–6, 
Romans 8: 14–17). In union with Christ we act as one with him – and 
so as son, creature, servant and Lord. 

6. Conclusion. 

We bear witness to Jesus of Nazareth (Acts 10:38). Peter was able to 
identify with a gentile out of this knowledge and the impelling of 
Christ by the Spirit. In Christ we find ourselves, can be ourselves, 
and in this freedom of “being all things to all men” we can witness to 
the truth (I Cor. 9:9–23). 
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STUDY FOUR 

CHRIST THE TRUE WITNESS 

Geoffrey Bingham 

1. The Truth Which Confronts:  
The Truth Which Is All 

In Romans 1: 18ff we have seen that man once knew the truth of 
God. He knew – as man can and must the truth of God. He 
exchanged that truth for a lie, the lie that he could be as God, and so, 
independent of Him. He now lives that lie. To know the truth is to 
him a hateful thing (Romans 1: 28, cf. 3:11,12,18, 5:10, Col. 1:21). 
To be confronted by the truth – God – is too confronting for deceived 
man. Jesus said that to know the truth would liberate man (John 8: 
32). His confrontation of man with the truth brought hatred and 
rejection (of. John 7:7, 8:40,45, 15: 18–25). He was the light (truth) 
which was man’s life (John 1: 4,9) but man preferred his darkness 
(John 3: 19–21). 

2. Christ Is Testified As Being Truth,  
And The Truth 

We say firstly that Jesus is the truth (John 1:14, 17, 14:6, Ephes. 4:21 
‘the truth is in Jesus’). Even so he was witness to the truth (John 
18:37, 3:11, 32–33 etc.). He witnessed to the Father, the truth of God. 
We will see that the truth ‘as in Jesus’ is the Gospel, the truth of God. 
At the same time it must be understood that Jesus is ‘the truth of the 
Father’ (John 14:6), and as such he witnesses to the truth. 

Note: We must understand that the only truth is the truth of God. There is no 
truth outside of God. Whilst facts are true as facts they are not the truth. 
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We must not be deluded into thinking they are. God’s word alone is 
the utterance of the truth. 
We need to examine a number of witnesses to Christ, the Word 
(Logos), the Son. 
(i) The prophets witness to him. Luke 24: 25––27, 44f, I Peter 1:10–

12, cf. Acts 26:22–23, I Cot. 15:3. Revelation 19:10 as a 
general principle certainly refers to the prophets in all ages. 

(ii) John the Baptist ‘greater than a prophet’ but yet a prophet, 
witnesses to Christ. John 1:.6–8, 19:34, 5:32–35. 

(iii) Christ’s works bore witness to him. John 5:36, 14:11, cf. Matt. 
5:16. See I John 5:8 where the water (Baptism) and the blood 
(Cross) also bear witness. 

(iv) The Scriptures bore witness to him (John 5:39–47, Luke 24:25–
27,44ff, Acts 26:22–23, Acts 17: 2–3, I Cor. 15: 1–3). 

(v) The Spirit (bears) witness to him (John 16:12–15, I John 5:7–8). 
(vi) The church (the people of God) also bear witness (Acts 1: 8, 5:32 

etc. ) 
This witness is important, since it means Christ as the truth is highly 
attested. No one now should dare to evade, oppose, or refuse the 
truth. 

3. Christ Witnessing As The Truth 

(i) If we take God as being the truth, then we mean all that He is, 
does, and will do. This then is His whole plan and work as well 
as His Being. The truth must include creation, providence 
(creation preservation), redemption, and the renewal and 
unification of ‘all things’. We see that the Son, the Word 
(Logos), was always, and was Mediator of creation, 
providence, redemption, and is sharing the renewal of all 
things. Of course the Spirit is also present as Agent in all these 
matters. The Son (Word) then is the truth of these actions with 
the Father. 

(ii) The principle of John 5: 17, ‘My Father has always been working 
and I – with Him go on working’, 
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means he is a participant continually in the truth. 
(iii) He not only was incarnate ‘full of grace and truth’ (as was/is the 

Father), but ‘grace and truth came by Jesus Christ’, i.e. came to 
this world, to men’s apprehension, to their hearts. 

(iv) The facts of his incarnation, life, ministry, death, resurrection and 
ascension are the truth of the Father. As such they 
communicate the elements of God as Father, love, Redeemer, 
and so on. We do not understand God apart from these works, 
as we do not understand these works if separated from Him. 

(v) Jesus speaks the truth (John 8:40, cf. 8:26), and lives the truth. All 
he does is the truth. He then is the truth (John 14:6, Ephes. 
4:21). He lives the truth by doing it as by saying it (the Word of 
the Gospel). In effecting the fulness of the Gospel by his life, 
death and atonement (with resurrection and ascension) the 
Gospel now becomes the truth for men who need the light. His 
work completed (John 4:34, 9:4, 17:4, 19:30), the Gospel is 
complete – as the truth – for transmission. 

(vi) Christ’s continuing work (I Cor. 15: 24–28, Phil. 2:9–11, Rev. 
11:15) is being done by the Son through the church (Ephes. 
1:22–23, 4:10, 3:9–10, cf. Revelation 19: 14, 20: 9, 21: 7) for 
these are those who ‘have (or hold) the witness of Jesus’ (Rev. 
1:2,9, 6:9,12:17, 19:10). In this way Jesus’ witness continues. 
To witness to Jesus is to have in oneself the witness of Jesus, 
i.e. the witness of him to God. 

(vii) In the Revelation Jesus is known as ‘the faithful witness’, and 
also ‘He who is called Faithful and True’. This means he is the 
ultimate in veracity, the truth in fact. He is this because he has 
lived through – in faithfulness – all that the Father has called 
him to do, so that the truth might be fully manifested. That is 
why his word – the word of truth – is the sword that smites the 
nations, and doubtless, the fire that devours the forces of the lie 
at the final battle when the forces of God and Magog come to 
destroy ‘the camp of the saints’. It is the word which judges all 
evil in the last day, 
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i.e. all rejection of the truth (John 5:45–47, 12:48–50). 

4. Conclusion: Man, In Christ, Is Confronted  
With The Living Truth 

Man has ignored the witness of creation and providence (Acts 14:17, 
Romans 1: 19–20) and similarly (apart from Israel and other faithful 
ones) the witness of the word, the prophets, the Scriptures, celestial 
visitants and the like. Jesus Christ may not be ignored (Acts 3: 23f, 4: 
12, II Thess. 1: 7–9). 

WORK–OUT. 

1.  Are there many ‘truths’ apart from the truth of God? If so, how 
are they the truth? Are the facts necessarily the truth? In what 
sense can Christ (the Son, the Word) be said to be ‘the truth of 
God’? Who else could have told the truth of God? Could any 
other tell it wholly, or tell it as fully as the Son? If we say, ‘No: 
‘, then on what do we base such an answer? 

2.  In what way or ways did Christ witness to the truth, i.e. the 
truth of God, of his Father? What was so objectionable about 
that witness to the nation of the Jews at the time of his ministry 
? 
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STUDY FIVE 

THE HOLY SPIRIT WITNESSES THE 
TRUTH 

Geoffrey Bingham 

All truth is Trinitarian. The Spirit is one with the Son and the Father. 
Variously known as ‘the Spirit of the Lord’, ‘the Spirit of God’, ‘the 
Spirit of the Father’, ‘the Spirit of the Son’, ‘the Spirit of Christ’, and 
‘the Spirit of Jesus’, he is also known as ‘the Spirit of the truth’ (John 
14:17, 15:26, 16:13, cf. I Cor. 2: 13). He brings the truth. 

1.The Spirit and The Truth. 

(i) He is the Spirit of truth (see above). 
(ii) He, the Spirit, is the truth (I John 5:7). John 16: 12–15 shows 
(amongst other references) that he is the truth of the Son, and the 
truth of the Father. This is because he is at one with them. 
(iii) He is also the Spirit of creation, providence, redemption, and the 
reconciliation of all things. 
(iv) He is specifically the Spirit of Christ in the prophecies (I Peter 1: 
10–11), and all prophecy is concerned with Jesus’ witness (Rev. 19: 
10). He was in all the prophets (II Peter 1:20–21), as well as making 
Jesus the subject of the prophets (Luke 24: 25–27). 
(v) He is specifically the Spirit of Christ (or Jesus) in that he was in 
the conception, incarnation, baptism, temptation, ministry, death, 
resurrection and ascension of Jesus. Thus he participated in the life 
(the truth) of Jesus, and so was sharing in the truth of God (the 
Father). He is therefore qualified to witness to the truth. Being ‘the 
Spirit of the Son’ he was simultaneously ‘the Spirit of the Father’ (cf. 
Matt. 10:20). Hence Jesus says (John 16:12–15) that he tells the truth 
of the Son and the Father. 
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(vi) He is irresistibly the Spirit of truth. By this we mean that the 
world lives in the lie, and is set for the lie. This is why it 
misunderstood ‘the truth in Jesus’, for such truth was too confronting. 
Truth causes polarisation, crystallisation of attitudes. Thus John 
8:21–47. Thus John 15:18–25. When the Spirit proclaims the truth 
men must either reject or accept. 
(vii) The people of God must witness to the truth (see Study Eight). 
They cannot without the Spirit (John 15:26,27, Acts 1:8, Luke 24:48–
49). The power needed for such witness is the power of truth (not 
some special quasi–magical power). We see this to be the case in 
Acts 1: 8, 2: 17ff, 4: 31–33, 5: 32, I Cor. 2:4–5, I Thess. 1:5, I Peter 
1:12, cf. Heb. 2:3–4). 

2. Conclusion: The Spirit Confronts  
The Lying World With The Truth 

As in the case of the Father and the Son, man, in Christ, is faced up 
with the truth. It is ‘the world’ which the Spirit will convict of sin, 
righteousness and judgement. It does not mean the world as a whole 
will accept the truth but at least it will know it is the truth. 
The Spirit is powerfully the Spirit of truth when he brings man to 
participate in the truth, since the truth is something which is lived 
and done (practiced). This we see in principle in John 3: 19–21, 
Ephes. 4: 21ff, I John 1:6 and passim. In Galatians 5:13–26 we see 
the contrast between life in the flesh and life in the Spirit. 

WORKOUT. 

1. What do we understand by the two terms ‘the Spirit of truth’ 
and ‘the Spirit is truth’? 
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2.  What does it mean, in history and especially in our day, for the 
Holy Spirit to be ‘the Spirit of the Father’ and ‘the Spirit of the Son’? 
3. Discuss the problems of bringing truth to the human race. Is the 
ministry of the Spirit indispensible to confronting humanity with the 
truth? If so, why? How do we go about witnessing to the truth ? 
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STUDY SIX 

THE RESPONSIBILITY IN CHRIST’S 
DEATH 

Deane Meatheringham 

1. Introduction. 

Acts 13:38–39 declares our forgiveness and freedom from sin as the 
outcome of our involvement in Jesus’ death and through God’s 
accomplishment in the cross (see verses 27–30). 
Statements made by the early preachers in Acts about the death of 
Christ do not carry a lot of interpretive comment or reflection on 
what these things mean. Some have argued that the central theme in 
the early preaching of the church is their witness to the resurrection 
of Jesus. We will look at this in a future study, suffice to say that the 
resurrection only makes sense in the context of the cross, as these are 
part of one whole action. 
However, the cross underlies everything in Acts. As we shall see the 
witness to Jesus’ death is expressed in a deliberate way so that the 
impact is felt by their plain statements. We can also add to this that 
Paul sees the cross as the basic core or substance of his gospel 
preaching (e.g. Gal. 3: 1ff, I Cot. l:18ff, 2: 1ff etc.) The early Church 
was born out of the preaching of the cross, or the witness to the death 
of Christ. 
What we are going to see is the practical consequences of this witness 
to our responsibility in the death of Christ as it is all contained in 
God’s saving work. 

2. Christ Was Put To Death By Intransigent Men. 

(1) Men are accountable, i.e. blameworthy. See 
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Acts 2:22–23, 36cf. 4:10, 4:24–28, 5:27–32. Side by side with the 
insistence that God has wrought his will at Calvary there runs the 
emphasis on the truth that those who delivered up Jesus to his death 
were reprehensible. 
Peter underscores this in Acts 3: 13–16, as does Stephen in Acts 7: 
52, and Paul shoots it home in Acts 13: 27f. 
It has been pointed out that there was an extraordinary variety of 
personalities and backgrounds represented in the destruction of Jesus, 
e.g. religious Pharisees, wordly Sadducees, Herodians, Romans, the 
governor at one end of the scale and rabble in the street at the other. 
Jesus’ death was the unanimous judgement of mankind. 
(2) The cross testifies of the enormity of human and demonic evil. We 
were all involved. Romans 5: 12ff, II Car. 5:19, John 12:31, 1:29, I 
Peter 2:24 (See Is. 43:24–25, 49:16). But it was also in the cross that 
Adamic evil was judged (Romans 6:6, 5: 15). 
(3) The witness to the cross brings conviction of sin (Acts 2:36–37f). 
While our responsibility becomes clear in the face of the gospel, then 
the Spirit brings conviction of sin, cf. John 16:8–11. By God’s action 
we are to accept our responsibility in repentance and conversion 
(Acts 3: 17ff). 

3. The Cross Is Central In God’s Salvific Purpose. 

(1) God’s purpose is worked out in and through man’s evil. The 
passages in note 2(1) emphasize this point. In Acts 26:22–23 
Jesus’ suffering is shown to be indispensable. If we add passages 
such as Eph. 1:4–7 we see that the cross is in the eternal purpose 
of God; not a remedy added after man’s fall. 

 
 “A divine necessity we must remember, is not a blind but a seeing one…. 
His death is not only inevitable but indispensable ….Not blank but 
intelligible and 
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moral necessity is here” (James Denny). 

(2) The curse and the scandal of the cross. In Acts 5:30, 10:39, 13:29 
the witness is that Jesus was nailed to a tree. It is deliberate language 
to call a cross a tree and would be an allusion to Deut. 21: 22f where 
those executed by hanging on a tree were said to be cursed as a result. 
Jesus is portrayed as the One who dies accursed. This means 
excommunication, judgement, aloneness, wrath. 
In Acts 20:28 explanation is given that we are liberated through 
Jesus’ dying. Acts 4: 10–12 sees Jesus’ death as the one way for 
“salvation”, while the early testimony to Jesus was that he died for 
our sins (I Cor. 15: 1–3). 
Our guilt under the law, and inexcusable in our rejection of the 
Author of Life, is justified by God in Christ becoming “a curse for 
us” (Gal. 3: 13, Mark 15:34, II Cor. 5:21, Is. 53:1–6, 10, I Peter 
2:24). 
(3) The cross reconciles the enemies, i.e. the curse of separation and 
alienation is no more. Is this what the eunuch from Ethiopia was 
baptised into? (Acts 8: 32–38). It is the enemies of God and of his 
Christ who are “reconciled to God by the death of his Son” (Romans 
5: 1, 6–10). From afar off we are brought to intimacy with the Father 
(Eph. 2: 13, 15, 16–18). 
This reconciliation is first an objective fact (Col. 1: 19–22). Out of 
this reconciliation – God’s not holding our crimes against us – we too 
put down our weapons and come home in repentance and faith (II 
Cor. 5: 19–21). 

4.The Cross Spells Doom To All Sin. 

(1) Sin en–toto was crucified. Jesus takes the sin of the whole race 
(John 1:29, I John 2:2). It means that intransigent humanity was 
judged (John 12: 31, Romans 6: 5–6, 8: 1–3). 
Faith sees that this is so and lives accordingly (Romans 6:11, 1:16–
17, 3:25). 
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(2) This is the basis of freedom and forgiveness (Acts 13:38–39 cf. 
10:43, 2:38ff). Restored to God we are also restored to ourselves, e.g. 
Luke 15: 17ff, John 4: 29. At peace with ourselves we are also 
restored to the brethren (Acts 2: 44). Masks, anger and suspicion are 
dissolved through the cross, and we are healed (I Peter 2:24b cf. Jer. 
30: 12f, 15, 17. 
(3) Sin’s power is broken, (i.e. our antagonism and self–will). Sin 
gets it power by the quilt of the law (Romans 6:14 of. I Cor. 15:56, 
Heb. 2:14–15, I John 4: 18). As faith sees so it lives in the good of 
the freedom given, thus Christians in Acts become people of the Way 
(Acts 9:2, 19:9, 23, 22:4, 24:14, 22). This concerns the whole way of 
life, the way of their living, or the “way of the Lord” (Is. 40:3) which 
is the way of truth. 
Paul exemplifies this in Eph. 4: 20ff. 

5. The Cross Demonstrates The Power Of God. 

(1) The cross effects salvation. The passages already looked at in 
Acts show God working redemption and judgement in the very 
depths of man’s depravity (e.g. Acts 2:36). Many of these passages 
also speak of God raising Jesus up, loosing the pangs of death (Acts 
2:23–24, 32, 4:11 etc.). His resurrection is the outworking of the 
power of Christ’s death. 
Paul calls the word of the cross the power of God (I Cor. 1:18–2:5). 
“Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God” (I Cor. 1: 24), 
which is not metaphysical power, or bald power, but the power of the 
cross. This gospel works and effects salvation (Romans 1: 16–17), it 
is this word which purifies and renews (I Peter 1:11, 13, 18–21, 22–
25). 
We mean that it is the power of the cross which judges guilt and 
reconciles us to God, as it is also the power which melts incorrigible 
hearts, works faith and repentance, effects obedience, and flows in 
love. 
(2) This is servant power, or the power of love. 
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The witness of the early preachers is that the one crucified is 
“servant”, e.g. Acts 3:13, 26, 4:27, 30. Even where the word servant 
is not used in the early sermons in Acts they carry the strong idea of 
the servant who was rejected in death, and glorified by God in his 
service to men. The background is the servant’s songs in Isaiah, e.g. 
42,53. 

This is the service of love (Mark 10: 45). It is the authority 
which sacrifices all. It is total love, and suffering, redeeming love. 
The revelation of the love of God is in the love of the cross (Romans 
5: 5ff, I John 4: 10, John 3: 16, Gal. 2: 20). This is a revelation of the 
character and being of God so that the cross as the full revelation of 
the Father shows us the nature of true power, called the power of 
weakness which is stronger than men. 
(3) Our responsibility in the power of the Gospel. It is that of 
servanthood, the outworking of love, e.g. Romans 1:1, 14, Gal. 5:13, 
John 13:1–20, Matt. 20:26–27 etc. It means identification with the 
scandal of the cross (II Cot. 4: 10, I Cot. 15: 31). It may mean being 
scapegoats for the world (I Cot. 4: 13), but certainly means sharing in 
Christ’s sufferings (Phil. 3:10, Col. 1:24, I Peter 2:20ff). 
 

This is the love that bears all things (I Cot. 13:7). It is the 
“weakness” which overcomes the world, and takes strongholds 
captive (II Cot. 10: 3–6, 12: 9). Suffering then is the gift and the way 
of the cross (Phil. 1: 27–29). Here we not only learn obedience, but 
the witness is one with the message, both in his word as well as his 
method. 

6. Conclusion. 

Acts 13:38–39 assures us that we are freed from our responsibility in 
the rejection of God and his Son. As servant the Father has taken 
responsibility for that, freeing us to take the responsibility to serve 
God and our neighbour in the love of the cross. 
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WORK–OUT. 

(1)  Buck passing is one way of averting @’esponsibility for our 
condition as well as our acts. How does the cross enable us to take 
responsibility for ourselves and how does this free us? 
(2.) Discuss how we can best be effective servants of the cross. 
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STUDY SEVEN 

THE HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION 

Deane Meatheringham 

1. Introduction. 

The cry of the early church was sensational. “You ... killed the 
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 
witnesses” (Acts 3: 14–15). The argument was that the lame man’s 
restoration to perfect health was through the working of the risen 
Jesus. 
From Luke 24:46–48, in accord with the Old Testament Scriptures, 
Jesus tells the disciples that his rising from the dead was central in 
the things they were to witness to. Luke tells us that the Book of Acts 
is an orderly account of what the Jesus who was crucified is now 
doing (Acts 1:1ff cf. Luke 1:1ff). One of the requirements for Judas 
Iscariot’s replacement was that the man was “a witness to his 
resurrection” (Acts 1:22). 
The witness to the truth of Jesus’ resurrection was central in the 
preaching of the apostles (Acts 2:24, 32, 36, 3:15, 4:2, 10, 33, 5:30ff, 
10:40f). 
In Acts 13: 31–32ff Paul speaks of the resurrection as the fulfilment 
of the good news made to the fathers. In other places Paul calls the 
resurrection the hope of Israel (Acts 23: 6, 24: 15, 26: 6–8, 23). 
Hope is a vital factor in human experience and life. 

2. The Hope Is Fulfilled. 

(1) The Old Testament hope was based upon God’s purpose in 
creation, and upon the nature of man. God’s purpose in creation 
ultimately looks to the restoration of all things, e.g. Isaiah 9: 1ff, 
11:lff, 35:lff, 44: 1ff, 66: 22, Mic. 4: 1ff etc. This will include the 
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judgement of sin, the forgiveness of sins, the outpouring of the Spirit, 
the reign of Messiah and regeneration. 
Man is not seen in Platonic or Gnostic terms, or as a speck aiming to 
become one with the world soul but as a whole person (Gen. 2:7, 
1:26 etc.) He is an animated body rather than an incarcerated soul. 
Death has to do with the disintegration of relationships while life 
means bodily living in fellowship with God, neighbours and the 
creation (e.g. Deut.30: 15–20). Death means the end of life but not 
the end of existence. The dead exist in “Sheor’ or “Shades” (Prov. 9: 
18, Is. 14: 9, 26: 19). A “shade” is not a person’s spirit or soul; it is 
man himself, or rather a pale replica of a man, i.e. man stripped of his 
vitality and energy – a shadow of what he is created to be (Ps. 6:5, 
88:10–12, 115:17). 
The Old Testament hope cherished is that in this life and beyond, a 
person may find in God the fulness of life and be delivered from 
Sheol (Psalm 16:9–11). 
This hope is based upon God and not something inherent or immortal 
in man (Psalm 49: 15, 73: 24). 
Resurrection is what was hoped for (Is. 25: 8, 26: 19, Dan. 12: 2). 
Ezekiel 37 refers to renewal of life for hopeless Israel in exile. All 
these things help prepare Israel for “the life of the age to come” 
(Mark 10: 30). 
(2) The grounds of our hope in the resurrection. Acts 4:2 says that 
the resurrection of the dead is in Christ. Israel’s hope and the 
promises of the prophets is in the Christ. It is over this that Paul was 
on trial (Acts 23:6), and the Sadducees objected. It is seen as an 
eschatological resurrection and the way of the truth (Acts 24:14–15 
cf. I Cot. 15:22ff, or the bringing in of the “new age” (Gal. 1:1–5 
etc.) 
Hope comes from that faith which is in the truth of God (I Peter 1: 
21), so that true faith hopes (Rom. 15: 13, 8: 24, 5: 5). Hope is not to 
be based upon “uncertain riches” but on God (I Tim. 6: 17). Hope is 
not anchored on man, but on God’s sure action (Jet. 17: 5, 14: 8). 
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(3) The resurrection is the only key to the meaning and goal to 
history. The pagans without hope live in a world of the deterministic 
fates with nothing to look forward to (Eph. 2: 12). The secular 
historian surveys history and tries to find some pattern of meaning or 
direction in it. But no direction or goal can be found in history itself. 
Rather it can only be known in terms of the goal of history as seen 
from the whole perspective of its conclusion. That goal is the 
ultimate renewal of all things and the resurrection of the dead. Jesus’ 
resurrection is a unique event within our history (the “first fruits” I 
Cor. 15:20) which not only gives the beginning of that goal, and 
unifies all history, but is the certainty of its ultimate consummation (I 
Peter 1:3, I Cor. 15:58). 

3. The Resurrection Declares Christ’s Lordship Over All. 

(1) Christ is Lord by virtue of his triumph Acts 2:36. The passage 
from Acts 2 quotes Psalm 16 and testifies that on the basis of what 
was accomplished in his death, neither death could hold him, nor 
could he see any corruption (Acts 2:26 cf. Acts 13:37, Romans 1: 4, 
Col. 2: 14f, Heb. 1: 3, 7: 15, I Peter 3: 18). 
(2) In Christ death has been stripped of its power and its finality 
(Heb. 2:9, 14–15, I Cor. 15:56), i.e. the man Jesus as a man has 
defeated death once for all (Romans 6:9–10). This means that 
believers are free from death’s shadow. 
(3) Likewise sin which is one with death is seen to be judged 
(Romans 5: 12, 4:25, I Cor. 15: 20–22). Hence our actual freedom 
from sin’s virus, and the basis of our present and future freedom from 
judgement (I Peter 3:21). 
(4) With the defeat of sin and death, the enemies have lost their 
power, i.e. as these get their power by our fear of death, they no 
longer have a hold on us, and they themselves were overcome finally 
in the cross spelling their ultimate doom. (The world, Satan, 
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flesh, demons, the fates, the closed system of this age etc. etc.) Phil. 
2: 12, Col. 1: 13, 2: 15, Rev. 12: 10–11. 
(5) Jesus, then, rules as Lord over all history. (Matt. 28:18ff, Eph. 
1:19ff, I Cor. 15:24–28, Rev. 5:lff, 10.’1ff of. Ps. 2, 110). 

4. We Participate In Our Hope Now. 

(1) We have been raised with Christ. Romans 6: 4, 5, 8 says that 
those who have been judged (legally) in the death of Christ have been 
raised in him to newness of life. Therefore faith works from this truth 
(Romans 6: 11) and lives in the new creaturehood which we have in 
Christ (II Cot. 5: 17). From this comes a “new” obedience. 
In Eph. 2:5–6 says that we are raised up together in Christ. Obviously 
we know that we have not yet “gone to heaven”, but in Christ we 
participate and share in his present reign. We are in all that Christ is 
as Lord and in him share that Lordship (Col. 2: 12f, 3: 1, Romans 5: 
17). 
(2) Our hope for the future has a present dynamic. Eph. 1: 17f speaks 
of knowing our hope, i.e. realising all that is ours in Christ and all that 
Christ is about in history. It trains us for our vocation (I Tim. 4:7–10, 
I John 3:1–3). 
This means saying “no” to the fates, the determinists, the apathies, 
the illusions, the propaganda, and the doomsdayers (Is. 8:11–15 etc.) 
Our ‘living hope’ is based upon the resurrection of Christ (I Peter 1: 
3) and is not based upon what is seen to sight (Rom. 8: 24f). 

5. Our Hope Will Ultimately Be Fulfilled. 

(1) Our justification will ultimately be seen, i.e. confirmed. 
Judgement will be on the basis of the resurrection of Christ (Acts 
17:31, 3:17–26 cf. John 6:39, 40, 44, 8:56, Matt. 24:43ff, 25:1ff, 
Romans 2:16 etc.) The ultimate judgement will be in the 
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light of the cross and resurrection. He comes first not for judgement 
(John 3:17, 9:39–41), but it related to judgement, thus the time has 
been fixed for righteous judgement. 
For those who have refused the Gospel it will be condemnation {John 
3:17–21, Acts 13:40f, II Thess. 1:7–9). This is the race which has 
already been under condemnation and rejects the truth. 
Those who are already acquitted through the cross will have their 
justification affirmed at the judgment. This is our hope (Gal. 5: 5). 
Having been justified we shall be saved from ultimate wrath 
(Romans 5: 9), and no voice shall prevail against God’s elect on that 
day {Romans 8:33–34, I Cot. 1:8f). 
(2) It will be the day of final glorification. Our having been raised in 
Christ by the Spirit will be brought to completion and seen to sight 
{Romans 8: 11, 22ff, I John 3: 2f). The Spirit is already at work 
preparing us progressively for this revelation (II Cot. 3:17f, Phil. 1:6, 
3:10f, 20f). This was God’s ultimate purpose for redeemed man, so 
that the hope of the ages will be realised (I Cor. 2:7, Eph. 1:4, Matt. 
25:34 etc. ) 
The creation will be free of its inability to be fulfilled (Romans 8: 
18ff) with all evil being purged (II Peter 3:8–13) and then will come 
to pass the saying of I Cor. 15: 51ff. 
In Acts 23:6 Paul’s examination before the Sanhedrin in reality was 
an examination of the national hope of Israel and the hope of the 
world. All this hope is concentrated in the nature of God’s purpose 
and particularly as this purpose is realised through the resurrection of 
Christ (cf. I Cor. 15: 18). All the promises of God have their 
affirming “Yes” in Christ (II Cot. 1: 20). 
Therefore the people of God have a “living hope”. The basis of the 
hope is their faith in the truth. They are ceaselessly moving toward 
the realisation of that hope as they also bear witness to the 
resurrection of Christ. 
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WORK–OUT. 

(1) Discuss the ways the hope of the gospel lifts you out of 
pessimism, negativity and indifference about yourselves and how this 
relates to the purpose of your lives. 
(2) “God is our hope” or “Our hope is in God” — how does this truth 
stabilize us when we are prone to put our hopes in cracked 
foundations which lead to disillusionment? 
 
(3) “To witness to the resurrection of Christ is to put hope into 
action”. How come? What hopes do we have for the gospel? 
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STUDY EIGHT 

THE WITNESS OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

Geoffrey Bingham 

1. The People Of God Are To Witness 

Intimations of this are in Luke 24:45–48, Acts 1:8, John 15:27. When 
we ask, “Why?”, the answer is ‘Jesus was the witness to the truth, i.e. 
the truth of God, the truth of the Father. He was in himself the truth 
of the Son. The people of God must witness to the Witness to the 
Truth (Jesus) so that his witness to God may confront mankind’. 

2.  The Early Church Witnessed To Jesus 

In accordance with Acts 1:8 and above intimations they witnessed. 
They insisted they were chosen as witnesses, Acts 1:22, 2:32, 3:15, 
5:32, 10:39,41, 13:31, cf. 22:15, 26:16, Rev. 1:2,9, 6:9, 12:17, 19:10, 
20:4. We need then to see how they witnessed, so that we may do the 
same. 
(i)  They witnessed through the Spirit of truth (see previous study). 
(ii)  They witnessed by the proclamation of the word of God. The 
word of God was/is the word of truth, the Gospel of salvation and the 
Kingdom. The Acts has special reference to ‘the word of God’. The 
word whether through apostles, prophets or evangelists was 
proclaimed to the world in the prophetic manner (cf. Acts 2: 17f), i.e. 
the proclaimers were the mouthpiece of God (cf. Exodus 7:1–2 and I 
Peter 4: 11). They directly confronted men and women with the word. 
Some 36 times ‘the word of God’ is a term used to describe their 
preaching of the Gospel, i.e. the truth. This word brought the 
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Spirit (Acts 2:38, 10:44), repentance, faith, forgiveness and 
justification. It ‘grew’, ‘increased’, was ‘with power’. To it ‘the Lord 
testified with signs and wonders’. 
(iii)  In the epistles this Gospel is called ‘the word of truth, the 
gospel...’ (Eph. 1:13), ‘the word of truth’ (II Tim. 2: 15), ‘the whole 
counsel of God’, ‘the preaching of the Kingdom of God’, ‘repentance 
towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ’ (Acts 20:20–27). In 
the Revelation ‘the word of God’ and ‘the testimony of Jesus’ are 
linked. In fact Jesus is called ‘The Word of God’, and the Gospel is 
‘the everlasting Gospel’ (19: 13, 14:6). In 1: 2,9, 6:9 persecution 
comes because of ‘the word of God’, and in 12:17 it is ‘the 
commandments of God’, probably meaning the same. In 10:7 it is the 
prophetic word which is about to be fulfilled. In 17:17 this is called 
‘the words of God’. In 12:11 the two ideas of the word of God and 
testimony of Jesus are conflated into ‘the word of their testimony’. It 
simply means that believers have lived the truth and proclaimed it. 
This confrontation of the world has drawn heavy fire against them. 
Again in Ch. 11 the two witnesses have the prophetic word which 
wounds the world. The word is ‘fire from their mouths’ and is also 
‘their testimony’. 
(iv)  The word of truth is not solely for proclamation. It is for living. 
One does not merely know the truth as a set of propositions. One lives 
the truth; one does the truth. See again John 3: 19–21, I John 1:6 and 
passira. See especially I John 3:16ff, with Ephesians 4:15 ‘truthing it 
in love’, and 4: 21ff. The truth is shown by contrast to falsity in 4: 
255: 2. In 5: 3–15 one lives in the truth (light) by walking in the light. 
In Luke 8:4–21 the message is that there is no true hearing which is 
not full obedience. One possesses the word of truth only when one 
obeys it (cf. John 7: 17). This witness of truth in life is most 
significant. Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5: 1ff) come into judgement 
because they ‘lie and do not the truth’. Similarly in I Cor. 
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11: 27–32, judgement comes upon those who do not live (observe) 
the truth of the body of Christ. 
(v)  As Jesus witnesses to the Father in the present and continuing 
time as outlined in I Cor. 15:24–28, so his people ‘have’ or ‘hold’ 
what is called ‘the testimony of Jesus’ by sharing that plan. It is 
really the operation of the sharp two edged sword, i.e. the word of 
God which goes out of the mouth of the glorified Jesus (Rev. 1: 16, 
2: 12, 19:15 cf. Ephes. 6:17, Heb. 4:12–13).2. Conclusion: The 
Continuing Witness 

We see the people of God witness to the Father by witnessing 
to Christ, through the Spirit. Truth of living is demanded of them. If 
this is not the case then the Spirit cannot witness the truth via the 
untruthful. We conclude that the truth of God which man once 
rejected, now confronts man, and will until, and at, the judgement. 
The Father in His love has been pleased to reveal it through many 
media, but primarily and uniquely through His Son, ‘the Faithful and 
True’ one, ‘the faithful witness’ (Rev. 19: 11, 1: 4). The Spirit of 
truth ensures the truth of this witness as well as knows its substance. 
The Son bears witness to the truth, and the people of God to the Son, 
and so to the Father, so that ‘they are without excuse’, and God is 
fully vindicated. Juridical action completed the world is judged, and 
the people of God enter the joy of their Lord to live in the truth 
eternally. 

WORKOUT. 

1. What is to ‘have’ or ‘hold’ what is called ‘the testimony of 
Jesus’? How does this witness link with Acts 1:8 and associated 
Scriptures? 



WITNESSES OF THESE THINGS 36

(2) When we say that witness is ‘by lip and by life’, what do we 
really mean? How did this happen in the early church? For 
example, what is the meaning and thrust of I John 3:16–19? 

 
(3) Ephesians 4:15 speaks of ‘truthing it in love’ What is this 

principle? How does it relate to the substance of our former 
question (Q . 2)? In the light of II John 1–2, 4–5, III John how do 
love and truth link, and in John 1:14 and 17, how do grace and 
truth link? Is it reasonable to conclude that the truth is love?  

If so, why ? 


	Cover
	CONTENTS
	GOD THE UNCHANGING WITNESS
	THE FACT AND REALITY OF THE KINGDOM
	JESUS OF NAZARETH
	CHRIST THE TRUE WITNESS
	THE HOLY SPIRIT WITNESSES THE TRUTH
	THE RESPONSIBILITY IN CHRIST’S DEATH
	THE HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION
	THE WITNESS OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD

