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STUDY ONE 

BAPTIZING INTO THE NAME 

(by Geoffrey Bingham) 

INTRODUCTION: WE ARE IN GOD 

Passage--Matthew 28:18-20. The command was to baptize into the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. There were not three 
Names but one Name. 
 

WE WERE CREATED BY THE FATHER, 
THE SON AND THE SPIRIT 

Study two deals with this but we will not. We simply point to the fact that 
we were created by the Father (Initiator), the Son (Mediator), and the Spirit 
(Agent). This links with, ‘Let us make man in our own image and likeness’. 
This has sometimes been said before the divine Council in heaven, i.e. the 
Elohim, but it certainly was not asking them to participate in an action 
which only the Creator God could do. 

MAN IS FROM GOD AND IN GOD 

In Romans 11:36 it is said, ‘For from him, and to him, and through him are 
all things’. This means that ‘out of Him’ are all things, i.e. 
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He is the source of their being; ‘through Him’, i.e. by means of Him. He did 
not only originate all things but they exist by Him (Rev. 4:11). He keeps 
them by His power, through faith unto salvation (I Pet. 1:5). ‘To Him’, i.e. 
‘to His glory’, for everything is oriented to Him, and has its aim and goal 
and fulfilment in Him. Thus Acts 17:28, ‘In him we live and move and have 
our being’, must mean much the same as Romans 11:36, i.e. all our life is in 
Him who moves us and gives us our identity, as against the false identities 
we have in the false gods--the idols. Hebrews 2:10 is similar, ‘by whom and 
for whom [God] all things exist’. 
All of this is man’s ontological existence, his true identity. Here only is he 
at peace. 
 

MAN IN GOD AND NOT IN GOD 

Man in God is in his natural (ontological) home. He is wholly at peace. A 
child which does not want to be in its mother’s arms will wriggle to get 
away. Man has wriggled away from God in the Fall. He has found his 
identity in himself. In the light of Jeremiah 10:23 (cf. Ps. 87:7) this is futile. 
In all his history man has been away from God, seeking to be himself by 
himself and in himself. His own ways only lead to death (Prov. 14:12). In 
the Fall man has become lost. Christ has come to bring man back to God. 
 

BAPTIZED INTO THE NAME 

There is one Name for the Triune God and it covers Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. To be baptized into this Name means we have submitted to the God 
who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Thus we are subject to the Persons of 
the Trinity, knowing God as Father-Redeemer, the Son as Saviour-Lord and 
the Spirit as the Life-giver. We are under their supreme authority, and not 
outside of it. We are 
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baptized into the Triune God, and so are one with Him. Having been made 
in the image of God but having wriggled out of His arms, we are now back 
with the Godhead, subject to Him, and correlating with Him. This means 
we are now in our true habitat. 
 

SOME INDICATIONS OF TRIUNE ACTIVITIES 

Our other studies will clearly show us how to live in the Triune God, but 
Triune indications are found in the Trisagion of Isaiah 6, in the operation of 
gifts, servings and workings of I Corinthians 12:4-5, and similar references. 
What we need to see is that within the true habitat of God we are not static 
but have active being. To ‘live and move and have our being’ is a dynamic 
personal situation, both functionally and relationally. Matthew 23:1-12 is an 
interesting passage showing that God’s people must look to the heavenly 
Father, the true Teacher (Father, Son and Spirit) and the authentic Master—
Messiah. Is this what we are doing? 
 

LIVING IN THE FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT 

The apostles pray for ‘grace and peace from God the Father and our Lord 
Jesus Christ’. Our life is hid with Christ in God. We are said to be ‘in 
Christ’, ‘in the Spirit’ (cf. Rom. 8:9-11), and ‘in the Father’ (I Thess. 1:1; II 
Thess. 1:1). In II Corinthians 13:14 the threefold grace-benediction is 
Trinitarian in nature and action. Our next studies will talk about living in 
the Three Persons of the Godhead, but here we rejoice, immersing ourselves 
in God, and so being our true selves. 
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STUDY TWO 

MAN FATHER, HOLY 
CREATED BY THE 
SON AND SPIRIT 

(by Deane Meatheringham) 

1. INTRODUCTION: DON’T MINIMIZE THE IMPORTANCE 
OF MAN’S CREATION IN ACTS 17:22-31 

Apart from mast in a faithful Creator we regress to low and perverse views 
of ourselves (Rom. l:18ff.; I Peter 4: 19). 
 

2. AN UNDERSTANDING OF OURSELVES IS ONLY 
REALIZED IN GOD’S PRESENCE 

We come into the presence of the Creator God through His atoning grace, 
given in Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:14-18; I Pet. 1:18-25; I Cor. 1:30; 2:7-11). 
If we seek to understand ourselves from the perspective of self-
understanding, we begin from our own prejudices and hierachy of values, 
viewing ourselves as the possessors of ourselves, the world, and God. 
Whereas the Word of God teaches us who we are in the eyes of the Creator 
God (Gen. chs 1 and 2; Job 14:1-6; Ps. 8; etc.). 

 5

 

3. MAN IS CREATED IN THE IMAGE 
OF THE TRIUNE GOD 

Coming as the climax of God’s creational work, the speech of God is 
directed to man as a creature (Gen. 1:26-28). Created from the love-
fellowship of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, man is made a ‘unity’ and a 
‘plurality’. He is like God in everything in which a creature can be like 
God. 
 
(i) The Father-Creator makes us to share in His purpose for history (Gen. 

1:28-31; 2:15, 19if.; I Cor. 8:6; Eph. 1:3-10; 3:14; Matt. 11:25; Isa. 
64:8). 
 

(ii) Created through the Son, we are made to share in his sonship (John 1:3; 
I Cor. 8:6f.; Col. l:16f.; Heb. 1:2-3; Acts 17:28f.; Luke 3:38; 20:36). 
 

(iii) By the agency of the Spirit, man is created an integrated whole to live 
in fellowship with the Godhead (Gen. 1:1-3; 2:7; Deut. 32:10-12; Ps. 
104:27-30; II Cor. 4:6; 13:14; Eph. 2:18. 
 

4. ‘LIFE’ IS KNOWING THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT (JOHN 17:3; 
I JOHN 5:20F.) 

(i) To live in the Father is not to know an empty concept, but to 
sigh, cry, pray and worship the Father-Creator (Rom. 8:15f.; 
Gal. 4:6; Luke 10:21). It is the life of trusting, dependency 
which contrasts with the tyranny of self-realization and 
ascending spirituality (Matt. 6:9ff.; 5:9, 43--48; 6:25-34; 7:7-
12; I Thess. 1:1f.; IIThess. 1:1f.). 
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(ii) Living in the Son is to participate in his service (Col. 3: 1-4; John 

14:10-13; Matt. 20:26-28; 5:9, 43-48; 7:21; Phil. 2:3-8). 
 

(iii) Living in the Spirit is being guided by the Spirit and taught how to live 
in the Father and the Son (Rom. 8:14; I Cor. 2:12-13; I John 2:20, 27; 
Gal. 5:16, 18, 25; Acts 8:39; 10:19; 16:6f.). 
 

5. LIVING IN THE TRIUNE GOD AND SOCIAL ORDER  

A people’s religion is expressed in its culture and social order. As man is 
created to live in a functional universe in accord with its laws and its 
principles, he will only live ontologically as he lives under the authority of 
the ontological Trinity. 

‘The God of Christianity alone is self-contained and self-sufficient. He 
remains so even when He stands in relation to the world as its creator and 
sustainer. All other gods are either out of all relation to the universe or 
else correlative to it’ (C. Van Til). 

To speak of the ontological Trinity we mean: ‘The diversity and unity of the 
Godhead are... equally ultimate... unity in God is no more fundamental than 
diversity, and diversity in God is no more fundamental than unity’ (ibid.). 
Oneness in creation is not opposed to its particulars and visa versa. But 
apart from the authority of the Triune God, man becomes caught in finding 
authority in individual rights (anarchy) or in forced unity (totalitarianism). 
In Acts 17:22-31 Paul preaches to a people who made no distinction 
between the Creator and the creation, yet at the same time they were 
pluralists. The Gospel of the Resurrection of the man Jesus unmasked a 
sham modesty, confronting them with the Creator God they chose not to 
know. 
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STUDY THREE 

GOD’S KINGSHIP IN 
AND ETERNITY 

(by Ian Pennicook) 

TIME 

The Fact of God’s Kingship 

Mankind has a problem with authority, but that does not change the reality. 
God is King (Ps. 47:2, 7; 99:1-5; 115:3; 135:5-6; cf. Dan. 4:3, 25, 34-35). 
What appear as the authorities in the world are to be seen as deriving their 
authority from God (Rom. 13:1; Job. 1:9-12). 
 

Kingship and the Triune God 

Kingship is not distant or impersonal (Isa. 57:15). The Father is King (Ps. 
2:4-5, 8), the Son is King under the Father (Ps. 2:7), the Spirit is Lord (II 
Cor. 3:18). Furthermore, man was created to know in experience the truth 
of the Kingship of the Triune God. Such an experience is rich and thrilling 
(Ps. 47:1-7). His (i.e. God’s) ‘service is perfect freedom’. 
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THE LORD REIGNS 

God’s Kingship is a cause for rejoicing (Ps. 97:1). Only under this Kingship 
can we know true serenity in life (Phil. 4:6-7; I Pet. 5:6-7). Only in this 
Kingship can the earth know fulfilment (Isa. 65:17; cf. Rom. 8:19-21, 
where it is God who subjects the creation to futility). However, His 
Kingship must be seen now as standing over against the rebellion of men 
and women, and of the nations. Psalm 2:1-3 shows us this rebellion, which 
must be seen as a horrible evil. This contrasts with the contemporary 
attitude which sees rebellion as a legitimate and often heroic attempt to gain 
freedom. If there is any legitimacy for this attitude, it must derive from the 
corrupt use of derived authority. But in reality, the rejection of human 
authorities is the rejection of God and so, as against the authority of God, it 
is evil (cf. Rom. 13:1-2; I Sam. 24:5-6; 26:8-11; Acts 4:18-301). 
This sovereignty of God, and in particular the sovereignty of the Son, in the 
face of human and Satanic evil is the theme of the Book of the Revelation. 
He is King and as King he is judging all evil and will finally eradicate it 
from the creation (Rev. 19: 19-20; 20:9-10, 13-15; 21:1, 5, 8, 27). 

THE LION HAS CONQUERED2 

It is often difficult to ‘see’ the sovereignty of God, especially when we are 
under the pressures of temptation, of attack and so forth. It is because of 
this that there are such strong exhortations to perseverance in the Scriptures 
(see. Rev. chs 2-3, ‘He who conquers/ overcomes’; Rev. 14:12). Indeed, we 
are an ‘oppressed and embattled minority’ in this world now (Rev. 12:17; 
13:10). However, faith does not fly in the face of reality but rests upon it. 
Revelation 5:1-4 highlights our dilemma. Who really can control history? 
However, pessimism or a defeatist attitude are inappropriate for the 

                                                      
1 It must be noted that when Peter and John declared their refusal to cease speaking of 

Christ, they were at the same time willing to accept the authority of the Council, as 
expressed in the penalty to be applied for their preaching. Their response to the threat was 
not rebellion but an appeal to God to oversee His own work. 

2 This subject is dealt with extensively in Christ the Conquering King, the Study notes 
for the 1986 New Creation Summer School, and in Geoffrey Bingham, Christ the 
Conquering King, Blackwood, 1985) also prepared for the same School. 
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Lion of the tribe of Judah has conquered . . . (Rev. 5:5). The rebellion of 
men and women, and of the nations has been put down. The principle is that 
at the Cross (Rev. 5:6) all the evil of humanity and of the kingdom of 
darkness was arrayed against God and His anointed and was utterly 
ineffective (cf. Col. 2:15)! The most the evil one can do is mimic the truth 
as it is in Christ (e.g. Rev. 13:16; cf. 14:1). 
 

THE LORD OF THE CHURCH 

All history is now under the administration of the Son of God, for he has 
conquered by the action of the Cross. There never was a time when evil was 
legitimate (see Rev. 13:8, the Lamb was slain from the foundation of the 
world; cf. I Pet. 1:19-20; John 17:24). But in the event of the Cross, the man 
Jesus, in his total submission to the Father and to the leading of the Spirit, 
stood against the evil of the world and was victorious. 
The people of God have been conquered by Christ. Our great confession is 
‘Jesus is Lord’. It is clear that believers must live under his Lordship (I Pet. 
1:14-16). However, we do not do so out of any sense of dread. Rather, the 
love of the Cross constrains us to holiness (I Pet. 1:17-20; II Cor. 5:14; I 
John 4:7-11). One day, ‘every knee should bow . .. and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord...’ (Phil. 2:10-11; I Cor. 15:24-26). For 
many that day will be a fearful time (see Rev. 20:15). But for those who 
have been captured by his love, that day will be one of indescribable joy. 
With it in view, we are drawn out to holiness (I Pet. 1:13ff.; I John 3:2-3). 
 

THE LORD FOR THE CHURCH 

Ephesians 1:17-23 tells us that Christ’s victory was for us. He is Lord, not 
only of the church, but for the church. Believers know 
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and enter into his Kingship (Rom. 5: 17; Rev. 5:9-10). The moral victory of 
the Cross is for us to know in present experience. Of course now it is by 
faith, and so constantly contested. But then it will be by sight and never 
called into question again. 
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STUDY FOUR 

THE COVENANT OF GOD 

(by Grant Thorpe) 

To modern ears the term covenant may sound strange. In Scripture, it is 
basic to all that God has revealed concerning His dealings with the human 
race. He has made covenants with Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, and 
promised another to Jeremiah. All of these covenants are significant in 
regard to our relation to God. Jesus established this latter new covenant ‘in 
his blood’ so bringing our covenant relation to God to its fullest expression. 
 

GOD’S COVENANT IS FOR SINNERS 

The Abrahamic covenant was given to a man who was an idolator, it was 
reaffirmed to him in the context of his mistrust. The covenant was repeated 
for Jacob, a man who spent the early part of his life manipulating events in 
order to gain what God had already promised to him; it was in the context 
of God’s reducing him to weakness that the covenant was reaffirmed to 
him. 
Israel’s history is full of covenant reassurances in the context of their 
faithlessness and the necessary judgements which followed. 
The Mosaic covenant, under which Israel lived, required the shedding of 
blood, because forgiveness was a constant necessity for those in covenant 
relation with God. All of this anticipated the 
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coming and crucifixion of Christ, whose dealing with our sins is the only 
thing that can secure the Holy God’s covenant relation with sinners. 
Through covenants, God has established a state of affairs and relations in 
which otherwise anxious sinners can receive His blessing, fulfill His 
purpose, and walk in the hope engendered by His promises. The covenants 
are all unilateral, arise from God’s kingship and lead towards the 
recognition of that kingship by man. They have all been given in the 
context of actual historical events-events which both effected the purpose of 
God for that time and were an indication and guarantee of God’s final 
saving actions. 
Apart from God’s covenant, we are destined to make religions of our own: 
we must find our own securities, determine our own values and grasp at the 
hopes made up of our own dreamings (Eph. 2:12). 
The danger for us Christians is that we may take the theology and principles 
of the Christian religion and turn them into an edifice of our own making 
and of which we are in charge. We may assume that our conversion was 
largely our own doing, that the conversion of others is largely our own 
doing, that the kingdom of God is subject to our harnessing and directing of 
recognizable powers and that God is helpless apart from our expertise. All 
such thinking is vanity. Rather, we rest in the truth that God has made 
covenant with us and that He maintains the truth and effectiveness of His 
covenant until ‘all His people come to His destined goal for them. 
People who do not have the security of covenant relation with God must 
become nervously anxious about the rightness of their own actions and the 
rightness of the actions of those around them. They have no context for 
failure and must therefore live as legalists or dreamers. No one can live as a 
sinner in a condemned world apart from God’s gracious covenant. Those 
who do live dependently in the covenant of God have adequate motivation 
for good and gracious living, but they never rely on the tiny limits of man’s 
faithfulness. 
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GOD’S COVENANT IS WITH HIS PEOPLE 

In the context of the development of the nations--and the rebellion of those 
nations---God chose to express His saving purpose in the gathering of a 
people who would bear His name. He promised Abraham that his seed 
would be blessed, and be a blessing in the earth (Gen. 12:1-3). 
It was this covenant which Zechariah saw being fulfilled in the coming of 
Christ. God’s covenant with His people is that they will be delivered from 
all alien powers to serve Him in holiness and righteousness (Luke 1:72-75; 
cf. Ps. 27:1; 56:11; Rom. 8:31-39). 
This covenant has been brought to its full dimensions by the saving actions 
of Christ and the proclamation of these in all the earth (Acts 3:25-26). We 
are assured that God desires and will effect His salvation in all the earth. 
The promise is to Israel, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord 
calls to Him (Acts 2:39). This latter promise assures us that God will 
always maintain for Himself a people who are blessed and who proclaim 
His blessing in the earth. Gentiles have now been included in this covenant 
blessing first promised to Abraham (Rom. 15:8-12; Eph. 2:11). 
In the New Testament, the people of God are the family of God. God’s 
covenant relation with His people is largely expressed in terms of 
Fatherhood (e.g. II Cor. 6:16-18). 
The truth of covenant can be stated propositionally but can only be 
experienced as the action of God’s blessing--in saving us from our sins, 
knowing his Fatherhood. It comes to us in the action of our life, as it came 
to Abraham, that the covenant of God is trustworthy. Abraham became so 
convinced of the truth of the covenant that he did not lose faith even when 
asked to sacrifice his son--by whom the covenant would be fulfilled. 
Seeing God’s saving actions promised and then fulfilled is great 
encouragement for us to believe the promise of God that yet awaits 
fulfilment. 
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COVENANT BLESSINGS ARE EFFECTED BY THE KING 

The duty of Israel’s king was to give effect to Israel’s covenant obligations 
and so to secure for the nation the blessings of the covenant. God made a 
covenant with David that His throne would be eternal, and this promise has 
been fulfilled in the rising of Christ to occupy the throne of his father 
David. He has fulfilled, in our place, all of our covenant obligations, and 
secured for us, all the blessing of the covenant (II Sam. 7:13-14; Ps. 89:26-
37; Luke 1:68-75; Acts 2:22-36). 
Given that Christ has secured covenant life for us, we should not seek to 
live in any way outside of him—as though we had rights or resources of our 
own. We should not dally with purposes other than the kingdom, for no 
other purpose has validity--nor is capable of accomplishment ultimately--
than that of Christ. We should seek those things which are above, where 
Christ is. We are assured that everything which is part of God’s covenant 
blessing for His people will come to be. This is the heritage God has given 
to those who live in Him and under His covenant. 
 

BY GOD’S COVENANT HIS PEOPLE COME 
TO SHARE HIS NATURE 

Israel was chosen to be a holy people and given the law, the expression of 
God’s nature, so they could display His excellencies amongst the nations 
(Exod. 19:5-6; Lev. 11:44-45). The whole church now shares this calling (I 
Pet. 1:14-17; 2:9-12). 
It is clear that the law was given with the purpose of demonstrating that the 
people of God must depend on God’s mercy for their righteous status. The 
book of Jeremiah demonstrates beyond all doubt that the people of God are 
unchangeable covenant breakers. God promised that He would make a new 
covenant with His people, a covenant in which He would write the law on 
their hearts, and 
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never again remember their sins--i.e. they would be true covenant partners 
(Jer. 31:31-34). 
It is this new covenant which Christ established with his blood and in which 
we participate by faith (Luke 22:20). 
In covenant relation with God we have exceedingly great promises by 
which we become partakers of the divine nature (II Pet. 1:3-11 ). To our 
observation this element of covenant life appears to be unrealized, but, in 
fact, we are being changed from one degree of glory to another—as we 
behold the Lord (II Cor. 3:15-18). We are strongly exhorted to live in what 
God has called us to be (II Cor. 6:16-18). 
The full realization of this promise awaits the end time. Being covenant 
people involves living in the light of an age which is yet to come and by the 
power of that age. The Christ of the covenant has gone before us into the 
heavenlies and from there speaks to us of the things which are true, not 
simply on the basis of the here and now, but on the basis of the ‘then’ and 
the ‘will be’. 
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STUDY FIVE 

LIVING IN THE TRUTH 

(by Geoffrey Bingham) 

THE GOD OF TRUTH: THE TRUTH OF GOD 

The term, ‘the God of truth’ is found in the Old Testament (e.g. Isa. 65:16), 
but the term ‘truth’ generally means faithfulness, integrity and 
trustworthiness, i.e. having nothing deceitful in it, as in Psalm 31:5 
(‘faithful God’--RSV, and ‘the God of truth’--AV) and Psalm 108:4 (‘thy 
faithfulness reaches to the clouds’--RSV; ‘thy truth reaches unto the 
clouds’--AV). 
No one can worship God (give Him His true worth) except ‘in spirit and in 
truth’. The Holy Spirit---the Spirit of truth--shows the truth of God and so 
enables worship in man’s spirit. God is ‘the true God’ as against the false 
gods. God is the Living God, i.e. ‘the God of action’ (cf. Josh. 3:10; I Sam. 
17:26; Dan. 6:20; Matt. 16:16; 26:63; Heb. 10:31), and as such all that He 
does is the truth. The truth is not merely ideas, knowledge or facts. It is who 
God is, what He does, what he says, and what He promises to do and be. 
Jesus said he had heard the truth from God (John 8:40). 

THE TRUTH AND THE LIE 

When man knew God, i.e. the truth, ‘they exchanged the truth about God 
for a lie and worshipped and served the creature rather than the  
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Creator’ (Rom. 1:25). This means that he opposed what is true and opted 
for what is false. In this he has always lived so that he now sees the lie as 
the truth and the truth as the lie. A whole system has been set up to oppose 
what is ontological--the true state of affairs --and this is a system of deceit, 
i.e. (a) man (II Tim. 3:13; Eph. 4:14; Matt. 24:4); (b) Satan (Rev. 12:9; 
20:8; John 8:44), the Beast (Rev. 13:14), and Babylon (Rev. 18:23); (c) sin 
(Rom. 7:11; Heb. 3:13); (d)lusts (Eph. 4:22), and false preachers (II Cor. 
4:2; 11:13). 
The lie is something one does, i.e. both speaks and acts it as in John 3:19-
20; Ephesians 4:14; I John 1:6, 10; 2:21, 27. The truth, likewise, is 
something one does as in I John 1:6; Ephesians 4:15; Colossians 3:9; 
Ephesians 4:25f.; II John 4; HI John 3. 
 

THE COMING OF THE TRUTH TO MAN 

Because man has denied the truth, exchanging it for the lie, then human 
beings live the lie. They need to be confronted with the truth. This God has 
always done. By the use of the media of His word, His creation, His law, 
His prophets, various visitations of angels and theophanies, the incarnation, 
life, ministry, cross, resurrection and ascension of His Son, God has 
communicated, even if--mainly --to deaf ears. 
Christ came to bear witness to the truth (John 18:37; 8:40) and was borne 
witness to by John the Baptist, the Father, the Father’s works in him, and 
the Scriptures. He has since been borne witness to by the Spirit and the 
church. 
When he said, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to 
the Father, but by me’, he was speaking of the action of divine truth in his 
life and atonement. He was revealing the truth of the Father. Paul spoke of 
‘the truth in Jesus’, which was virtually ‘the truth which is Jesus’. It is this 
truth to which the Holy Spirit witnesses (John 15:26; 16: 13-15; I John 5:7). 
The apostles are also 
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to be witnesses to the truth (of Jesus), (John 15:27; Luke 24:48; Acts 1:8; 
4:33; etc.). Revelation 19:10 is a powerful verse (cf. Rev.1:9; 6:9; 12:11, 
17; 20:4). 
 

LIVING IN THE TRUTH 

This is living in God--Father, Son and Spirit. God is the truth, and all the 
truth of Him is something we live out. Ephesians 4:17-19 shows the lie in 
which we walked and lived. Ephesians 4:20-24 shows the transition from 
the lie to the truth, whilst Ephesians 4:25-32 shows the practical living on 
(and in) the truth. The statement, ‘speaking the truth in love’ of Ephesians 
4:15 is really ‘truthing it in love’. John 1:14 speaks of the Word becoming 
flesh in the person of the Son, ‘full of grace and truth’. Grace is never apart 
from truth, nor truth apart from grace. 
The truth also demands our battling against evil in all its forms, denouncing 
and unmasking the lie, and this is by actually living in the truth as much as 
it is in ‘the statement of the truth’ (II Cor. 4: 1-4), i.e. the proclamation of 
the Gospel. 
For us the truth is God---Father, Son, and Holy Spirit--and living in the 
truth is relational as we live in God, and actional as we proclaim that truth 
so that others--hearing our witness to the truth --may believe it, denounce 
the lie in which they have been living, and come into the truth. 
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STUDY SIX 

LIVING IN THE FATHER 

(by Dearie Meatheringham) 

LIVING IN THE FATHER RELATIONALLY ORIENTATES US TO THE TRUTH 
(EPH. 3:14-15; JOHN 14:6; JAMES 1:16-18) 

There is no truth apart from God. God is Himself the Father (John 1:14; I 
Cor. 8:6; Eph. 4:6). To cry, ‘Abba Father’ does not make God a Father, 
rather His Fatherhood will be recognized before we speak. As our 
‘Heavenly Father’ and the ‘Holy Father’ (Matt. 6:9; Luke 11:2), God’s 
Fatherhood is not a changing picture of human concepts. Not only must His 
disciples pray fewer words, but correct ones are necessary. These words 
will be correct on the knowledge that God is your Father. 

‘... God’s Fatherhood is not figurative, not analogical, but actional. We 
say in today’s language that the Fatherhood of God is ontological. This 
Fatherhood is true Fatherhood. It is the essence of God’s being’ (G. C. 
Bingham, Denying the Truth, p. 6). 
 

2. LIVING IN THE FATHER MEANS LIVING IN THE TRUTH OF SONSHIP 
(GAL. 4:6; ROM. 8:14-16) 

God awakens us to cry ‘Father’, and so to our true being (James 1:18). We 
were created sons (Luke 3:38; Acts 17:28-29), which 
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means sonship is derived from the Triune God-head (Gen. 1:26). 
Our sonship arises from personal participation as sons in the Father. This is 
our identity. In this filial relationship our deepest needs are met. We are not 
empty shells thrown up on an impersonal, random, and empty universe. 
 

3. LIVING IN THE FATHER MEANS LIVING IN THE TRUTH OF 
FAMILYHOOD (EPH. 3:14F.; 1:4; 3:19; ISA. 43:5-7; I THESS. 1:1; II THESS. 

1:1) 

Negatively: we are not a sect composed of like-minded individuals who are 
in danger of surrendering personal responsibility for an ideological unity. 
The familyhood of the people of God, as well as the family of parents and 
children, is derived from God’s Fatherhood. In the Father we function in 
familyhood without having to initiate it, or produce it. 
 

4. LIVING IN THE FATHER MEANS RELATING TO THE FATHER’S 
CHILDREN AS BROTHERS AND SISTERS  

(I THESS. 4:9; I JOHN 4:20 — 5:2) 

As those who are reconciled to the Father, we will be at one with those who 
are made in His likeness (I John 2:7ff.; 3: 10ff.). This is the true basis of 
moral obedience, and the way of holiness (I Thess. 4:1i-13; Matt. 6:9; I Pet. 
1:14--17: Heb. 12:14). 
 

5. THE FATHER GIVE HIS FULLNESS TO HIS FAMILY 

Christ’s promise to the man who loves him is that the Son and the Father 
will dwell with him (John 14:23). The Father’s fullness 
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dwells in the Son (Col. 1:19; 2:9). In Ephesians 3:14-19, the Father 
strengthens the family so that Christ may bring all the fullness of God--the 
Father--to the saints. This is where man knows his fullness as a son--in the 
family of love. 
 

6. THOSE WHO ABIDE IN THE TRUTH OF FATHERHOOD WILL NOT 
REVERT AGAIN TO BEING PRODIGALS (LUKE 15:11FF.; II COR. 11:1-6) 

One can alter concepts, ideas and experiences, but one cannot remain a 
member of the household of God and reject the Father. Having been lost, 
who wishes to be a prodigal again? 
In I John 2:18-25, we are warned of anti-christs who deny the truth of the 
Father and the Son. In verse 24 we are told to let what we knew from the 
beginning possess us, then we will experimentally live in the truth of 
Fatherhood and sonship. This is eternal life. (See Denying the Truth, 
Geoffrey Bingham, N.C.P.I.) 
 
Either God is our Father, or we have surrogate fathers, which means if God 
is not our Father then Satan is (John 8:39-44). The alternative to the 
relational life in the Father is the eternal loneliness of existence outside of 
the Family (Matt. 25:31-46). 
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STUDY SEVEN 

LIVING IN THE SON 

(by Deane Meatheringham) 

1. THE TRUE SON 

Psalm 2 prophetically tells of a political conspiracy to run God and His 
anointed peer out of the creation. The anointed one is Messiah, King, and 
Son, who will possess the nations for the Father-KingGod. 
Passages like John 1:1ff. and 17:lff. speak of the eternal Sonship of the Son 
who has ever related to the Father. 
In the birth of Jesus, the eternal Son becomes a man, spelling out sonship in 
human terms (Luke 1:35; 2:49; John 1:1-3, 14, 18; 3:16if.). 
The fulfilling of Psalm 2 is seen at Jesus’ baptism where he is anointed as 
King for conquest (Matt. 3:16f.; Mark 1:11; Luke 3:21f.). At his 
Transfiguration the voice of God from Psalm 2 prepares Jesus for making 
his exodus (Luke 9:28-36). And Paul sees Jesus Christ ‘designated Son of 
God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from 
the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord’ (Rom. 1:4). 
The true Son knows and loves the Father. As Messiah and King, the Son 
fulfills the will of His Father in the defeat of evil powers, which oppose him 
and his Father. 
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2. IN THE SON, THE SONS HAVE ALL OF HIS SONSHIP 

As Israel was God’s son who corporately contained God’s sons, so too the 
true Son Jesus, the true Israel, contains within him all the sons of God 
(Exod. 4:22; Hosea 11:1; Deut. 32:18-20; Matt. 2:14-15). 
We are baptized into Christ (Gal. 3:26-27), and know the Father (Gal. 4:6). 
Our whole life is in Christ (Gal. 2:20; Eph. 1:3-14; 3:16-17; Phil. 4:13; 
1:21; etc.). All of Christ’s life and powers are imparted to the new sons 
(Eph. 1:18-23) so that as Christ lives in us, he shapes us up for glorification 
(Col. 1:27). 
 

3. THE HOLY SON AND HIS BRETHREN 

• As the holy Son, Jesus stands in a special relationship to God 
whereby he is set apart for the Father’s purpose and he stands over against 
the world (Luke 1:35; John 6:69; 10:36; 17:14-19; Matt. 4:3ff.; Heb. 7:26). 
As the Holy One, Jesus represents God to the world (John 17:18). 
 
• The sons share in the holiness of the Son (Heb. 2:11-13) which 
comes by our election and cleansing in him (Heb. 2:14-18; 1:2-3; 9:14; 
10:12-14; Rom. 8:28-30; Eph. 1:4). 
 
• The Son defeated the darkness by the power of holiness, not by a 
political ideology or power (Mark 1:24; John 10:17-18; 18:36). 
 
• The sons are holy to God (I Pet. 1:14-17; 2:9f.; 1:2). Therefore they 
serve the Father and not the posed solutions of the world (II Cor. 6:16-18; I 
John 1:6; 2:15ff.; James 4:4ff.; Rev. 18:4; Jude 22f.). 
 
• The sons confront the world with the holiness of God (I Pet. 2:9f.; 
Eph. 5:9).The world is the sphere of the Father’s redemption. It is where the 
sons identify with their lost brethren. 
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But in becoming all things for all men, the word comes upon the world, 
the testimony does not echo the world, or conciliate the world, but 
confronts it (Ii Cor. 10:1-5; 11:30; Acts 4:27f.). 
 

• The sons do what the Son is doing, and share in the work of conquering 
the forces of evil (Rev. 21:7; Ps. 2:8-9; I John 5:4f.). 
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STUDY EIGHT 

LIVING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT3 

(by Ian Pennicook) 

In Galatians 5:25, Paul says that we live because we have been gripped by 
the Spirit, who is the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:2). This is a 
principle which is repeated often in the Scriptures, that our present life is 
totally the result of the Spirit’s action upon us (John 3:5; 7:38-39; Acts 
2:38; 5:32; 11:17; Rom. 5:5; 8:2, 9; Gal. 3:2; Titus 3:5-6; etc.). 
Elsewhere, Paul says that to be in Christ is to be ‘a new creation’ (II Cor. 5: 
17). This new creation stands in contrast to the old which has become stale 
and fit only to be destroyed. The new, on the other hand, has a rich 
freshness. This is not because we feel it to be fresh, but because it is the 
action of the Spirit (II Cor. 3:17-18). 
Creation and the Holy Spirit 
How are we to understand the Spirit’s ministry in all this? One man has 
said, ‘... the special operation of the Spirit in the New Testament is 
presented as the restoration and fulfilment of his work in creation, and is 
therefore described in terms borrowed from his work in creation, like 
“vivify”, “birth”, “regeneration”, “new creation”. The outpouring of the 
Spirit is not an incident; as well as the Son, the Spirit “came to his own 
home”’4 

                                                      
3 See, Geoffrey Bingham, The Day of the Spirit, N.C.P.I., 1985, for a full exposition of 

this subject. 
4 Hendrikus Berkhof, The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit Atlanta, 1964, p.96. 
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When we look at creation, we are immediately struck by the fact that it was 
the action of the triune God (I Cor. 8:6; John 1:3; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2; 11:3). 
This is particularly clear, with hindsight, when we look at Genesis chapter 
one, and see the Father uttering the Word, and the Spirit bringing order out 
of the formless void. 
However, it is the creation of man which must particularly occupy us. In 
Genesis 2:7 man receives his identity as ‘a living being’ when God 
‘breathed into his nostrils the breath of life’. But when we compare such 
passages as Job 27:3; 32:8; 33:4; Ps. 33:6; 104:29-30; we are struck by the 
way the breath of God and the Spirit of God are equated.5 This is not simply 
a case of the right words. It means that we cannot comprehend man until we 
see him as totally dependent upon the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit 
for his being and identity. 
It was the tragedy of human sin that man rejected the source of his being 
(Jer. 2:13) and so the truth of his own being (Prov. 4:23; cf also Ps. 8:5 with 
Rom. 3:23). In Genesis 6:3, whatever the precise meaning of the verse may 
be,6 we see that sin causes the Spirit to be withdrawn with the fearful 
consequence of judgement. Likewise, David’s prayer, ‘Cast me not away 
from thy presence, and take not thy holy Spirit from me... uphold me with a 
willing Spirit’ (Ps. 51:11-12, cf. 104:29). 

THE SPIRIT AND THE NEW CREATION 

Without spending time here, we must recall that over and again in the Old 
Testament, there are promises of the renewal of Israel, the restoration of the 
Kingdom, and even the complete transformation of the (now) futile 
creation. All these themes, of course, relate to the same thing, namely the 
fulfilment of the purposes of God which were established before the 
foundation of the world (Eph. 1:3-4; II Tim. 1:9 before times eternal; Rev. 
13:8; 17:8; 21:6; etc.). 
Fundamental to these promises is the declaration that the Spirit 

                                                      
5 For example, in Psalm 104:29-30, both breath and Spirit are the same Hebrew word, 

ruach. Ruach is also used in Psalm 33:6. 
6 See, The Day of the Spirit pp. 30, 282. 
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will be poured out upon all flesh (Joel 2:28-29). Only then will the 
judgement upon sin be removed (Isa. 32: 14-17). 
The dramatic event of Pentecost was, therefore, not simply the fulfilment of 
a prophecy. It was that, but it was the inauguration of the fulfilment of 
creation. Men and women who receive the gift of the Spirit, by means of 
repentance and faith (Acts 2:38)--repentance and faith are also gifts (Acts 
5:31; 11:18; Eph. 2:8-9)---could then be seen as ‘a new creation’ (II Cor. 
5:17). 
To be a new creation means that the Spirit has brought men and women 
back to their sonship (Rom. 8:15-16). Their position of utter guiltlessness 
has been restored as the love of God has been poured into their hearts 
through the Spirit (Rom. 5:5-8). Furthermore, this has resulted in a 
transformation of their nature. In spite of the ever present desires of the 
flesh, the believer is not in the flesh ‘[he] is in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit 
of God dwells in [him]’ (Rom. 8:9). His links with the past are truly broken 
through the Spirit’s action, (see I Cor. 6:9-11; Titus 3:3-7). 
 

LIVING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 

‘If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit’ (Gal. 5:25). Paul 
knows that a powerful transformation has taken place in believers’ lives. He 
is also aware that with freedom from guilt comes freedom of the will, i.e. 
freedom to choose godliness (to ‘master’ sin (Gen. 4:7; John 8:36; Rom. 
6:11-14). So if the Spirit has brought all the life of Christ to us, let us now 
live in that life. 
Just as we were created to live in constant dependence upon the Spirit, let 
us now do so. He has given us life; in the new creation he has restored us to 
the innocence of creation, so let us live that way. 
Should we feel our inability to do so, we must see that ‘by one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body...’ (I Cor. 12:13). That is, we are not alone, 
we are part of the body of Christ, and it is to the body that Christ has given 
all that is needed for us to wait for his 
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appearing (see I Cor. 1:7-8). The gifts he gives are, of course, distributed 
through the Spirit (I Cor. 12:11). In this way the people of God are 
powerfully equipped for ministry, both within the body and to those outside 
(Eph. 4:11-12). 
There is a goal for all of this. It is that believers, individually and 
corporately, should be mature in Christ (Eph. 4:13-14). It is that there will 
be ‘a new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells’ (II Pet. 
3:13; Rev. 21:1). But how do they wait? The answer that ‘through the 
Spirit, by faith, we wait for the hope of righteousness’ (Gal. 5:5). In the 
meantime take heart (and action)! ‘walk by the Spirit, and do not gratify the 
desires of the flesh’ (Gal. 5:16). 
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STUDY NINE 

PRACTICAL HOLINESS 
AND THE TRIUNE GOD 

(by Geoffrey Bingham) 

GOD IS HOLY 

God is spoken of as having five attributes: holiness, righteousness, love, 
goodness, and truth. In fact all five are of the one piece, none having reality 
without the others. God has none of these attributes without reference at the 
same time to the others. John in his first Letter (1:5) speaks of God as being 
light (holiness) and as being love (4:8, 16). His holiness and love must be 
the one. As holy He stands in contrast to the false (unholy) gods (Exod. 
15:11), and all creation (Isa. 40:25). His holiness is dynamic, destroying 
evil (Hab. 1:13). Whilst He is pure, impeccable and peerless, His holiness 
sets out to destroy evil. This action of holiness is sometimes called His 
wrath. There are many references to His holiness (Lev. 11:44; Exod. 3:1-6; 
19:5-6; I Sam. 6:19--7:11; Num. 20:2-13), but in Isaiah the term ‘the Holy 
One of Israel is your Redeemer’ (41:14; 54:5) shows His holiness is 
redemptive. His holiness is His exaltation above His creation (Isa. 57:15), 
but the same holiness can dwell in man’s heart (Isa. 57:15). 
References to the dynamic nature of God’s holiness are Psalm 68:34-35; 
99:1-5; Amos 4:2; Isaiah 5:16; 6:3; 29:23. 
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THE FATHER IS HOLY 

Jesus addressed his Father as ‘Holy Father!’ (John 17:11 ) and he bid men 
pray, ‘Holy be thy name’. In any case, all Old Testament references to 
God’s holiness apply to the Father. All that is His is holy. In particular we 
should see Luke 1:49, Hebrews 12:10, and I Peter 1:15-17 (cf. Lev. 11:44). 
‘Our Father... hallowed be thy name. ‘ 
 

THE SON IS HOLY 

In Acts 4:27 and 30 Jesus is called God’s ‘holy servant’ or ‘holy child’. In 
Acts 3:14 he is ‘the Holy and Righteous One’. In John 6:69 Peter addresses 
Jesus as ‘the Holy One of God’. There is none other but God who is Holy, 
and so his holiness is unique amongst men. Of course as Creator-Mediator 
he was always holy (John 3:1-3; Heb. 1:1-3; Col. 1:15-17). His life was 
impeccable and his work redemptive, ‘the Holy One and Redeemer’. 
 

THE SPIRIT IS HOLY 

In the Old Testament he is ‘the Spirit of Holiness’ (Ps. 51:11; Isa. 63:10; cf. 
Isa. 4:4). The term ‘Holy Spirit’ is used extensively in the New Testament. 
He is holy Spirit as against the unclean spirit, but is primarily the Spirit who 
effects holiness (cf. I Pet. 1:2; I Cor. 6:11; Titus 3:5). 
 
We must keep in mind that the three Persons of the Triune Godhead work 
out of love and holiness, and work towards us and in us. Otherwise we view 
their work too objectively, and God may seem remote. 
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MAN CREATED HOLY, BUT BECOME UNHOLY 

Being in God’s image, man was created holy. God was his holy Father, 
holy Creator, holy King. Man was holy son, creature, and subject. This 
must have been a very beautiful and powerful state of experience. 
Sin, however, took him out of the bracket of holiness. His heart became 
impure (Gen. 6:5; 8:21; Jer. 17:9; Ps. 51:6-7; Mark 7:20-21) and 
accordingly he could not relate to God (Isa. 59:2; Ps. 18:25-26). His 
unholiness causes him pain, shame, and distress (cf. Isa. 6: 1-5). 
 

GOD HAD PLANNED HOLINESS FOR MAN 

Men of faith have always been regarded as part of God’s people and 
therefore holy unto the Lord (Heb. 11:4if.) This was particularly so in Israel 
(Exod. 19:5-6). His covenant with them was a ‘holy covenant’. All things 
were holy to Him including the temple and the law which taught His 
holiness. However God planned man’s holiness even before time (Eph. 1:3-
4; I Pet. 1:2). 
 

HOLINESS CAME TO MAN THROUGH CHRIST 

The prophets prophesied purification (Isa. 4:1-4; Zech. 13:1; Ezek. 36:24-
28). John the Baptist declared Christ to be the vehicle of purification (Matt. 
3:11-12; John 1:29). Forgiveness of guilt (Jer. 33:8) and cleansing of sins 
were to come by Christ (Jer. 31:34; Matt 26:28). The work of the Cross 
achieved this purification (Heb. 1:3; 9:14; 10:22). Men came into the 
possession of that purification --whether Jews or Gentiles (Acts 22:16; 
15:9-10; I Pet. 1:22; I Cor. 6:11; Titus 3:5-7; Rev. 7:14). 
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HOLINESS BY THE CROSS AND THE SPIRIT THE BASIS OF PRACTICAL 
HOLINESS 

 
Holiness is demanded of man, especially redeemed man (I Pet. 1:16; Heb. 
12:14; cf. I Pet. 2:4-10). The cleansing and the consecration into the people 
of God are the basis for practical holiness (Heb. 9:14; 10:12-14; 13:12). 
Romans chapter 6 and Colossians chapter 3 (cf. Eph. 4:17-31) speak of 
Christ’s victory over sin, and our faith-reckoning on that. The following 
points are greatly helpful for the life of holiness: 
 
(i) Elective grace has put us into the holiness bracket (Eph. 1:4; Col. 
3:12; I Pet. 1:2; I Thess. 4:7; II Thess. 2:13; cf. I Cor. 6:11). 
 
(ii) This involves ‘separative holiness’, (I Cor. 1:2; Rom. 1:7; cf. John 
10:36; 17:9). 
 
(iii) We need to see all holiness in the light of ‘eschatological holiness’ 
(Eph. 1:3-4; Rev. 7:14; Col. 1:22; I Thess 4:7; 5:23-24). 
 
(iv) We can live holy lives because the guilt of sin has taken away sin’s 
power (Rom. 6:12-14; I Cor. 15:55-56). 
 
We can live holy lives by mortification of sin which Christ has already 
mortified (Col. 3:5-10; cf. Rom. 6:10-14; Gal. 5:24; 6:14). This is by the 
Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:13). 
 
(vi)  Hope is a great motivation: seeing what we will be, we set about it 
now (I John 3: 1-3; cf. the pure Bride and the Holy City). Sanctification is 
by faith (e.g. Acts 15:9, 26:18). Love brings us into the maturity of holiness 
(Phil. 1:9-11; I Thess. 3:12; I Cor. 13:9-12). 
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(vii) There are certain practical things we can do, e.g. II Timothy 2:21-22, 
‘purify oneself’ (cf. II Cor. 7:l),’shun youthful passions’. 
All Our Holiness is in God 
Although we are commanded to live holy lives, this is always in the light of 
the work of the Triune Godhead--Father, Son and Spirit-i.e. (a) the work 
that God has done, and (b) the work He is still doing (Phil. 2:12-13; Col. 
1:22), as also (c) the work He will complete (I Thess. 5:23-24). Father, Son 
and Spirit dwell in us and will accomplish the purpose of our sanctification. 
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STUDY TEN 

GRACE AND THE TRIUNE GOD 

(by Ian Pennicook) 

Peter says that God is ‘the God of all grace’ (I Pet. 5:10): he means that all 
grace flows from Him. But more than that, he means that all grace is of 
Him. We can never know Him apart from grace. Paul says ‘now that you 
have come to know God’ but then adds that it would be better expressed as 
come ‘to be known by God’ (Gal. 4:9). In other words, we know him 
because he first knew us (cf. Rom. 8:29, those whom he foreknew). In 
Romans 5:2, Paul says that to be justified by faith and to have peace with 
God is to stand in grace. 
We must beware of using the word grace in an off-hand way. The grace of 
God is the one thing which the writers of the New Testament pray that their 
readers will know. For example ‘Grace to you and peace...’. In these or 
similar words, is a prayer in all but tt4ree letters of the New Testament, 
namely James, III John and Jude, and even they contain sentiments which 
equate to it (e.g. James 4:6; III John 2, 15; Jude 24). In Ephesians, Paul 
declares that redemption is ‘to the praise of his glorious grace... according 
to the riches of his grace’ (1:6-7). Clearly, to know the grace of God is (a) 
to be brought to a rich gratitude and worship, and (b) to be insatiable for 
more. 
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Grace is not a substance. It is not some ‘thing’ which can be placed between 
God and man. Grace is God giving Himself to man for man’s good. 
The Greatness of Grace 
Acts 4:33 says that ‘great grace was upon them all’. This is a statement of 
staggering significance. We begin to comprehend the import when we see 
what it is that grace does: 
 
(i) Man is created for glory (Ps. 8:5). This must be seen to mean that man 

was crowned with the glory of God. Man was created to reflect all 
the moral glory of God. We can only begin to imagine the wonder of 
the purity which was man’s in creation. Nor was that purity merely 
negative (i.e. as if man was constantly retreating from evil). True 
moral purity is powerful. Hence man was given dominion over all 
that God had made (Gen. 1:26-28; 2:19-20; Ps. 8:6; Eccles. 3:11). To 
see man was to see all the truth of God reflected. Small wonder that 
God commanded that no ‘graven’ image be made; man was the living 
image (cf. Rom. 1:20-23). 
 

(ii) The glory was lost (Rom. 3:23). If it is hard to conceive the purity of 
creation, it is because man without glory is a tragic figure, but the 
tragedy is compounded by his unwillingness and his incapacity to see 
how far he has fallen (Jer. 17:9). He sees, indeed he must see, his 
present situation as normal or even in some way commendable. 
But the list in Romans 3:10-18 is horrifying (see also Gen. 6:5). Man 
who was created with moral glory, who was therefore to ‘master’ sin 
(Gen. 4:7), is now its slave (John 8:34). Yet, in it all, man thinks that 
his offence is so slight that he can propitiate God by his own efforts 
(Luke 18:9-14). 

(ii) Grace and the purpose of God (Heb. 2:9-10). Until we see man 
in his corruption, which means, compared with man in his created 
glory, we can never comprehend the greatness of grace. It is God’s 
purpose to restore man to glory. But that means that the offence done to 
God’s holiness must be satisfied first7 It is here that Face becomes 

                                                      
7 This issue is pursued with great power in P. T. Forsyth The Cruciality of the Cross, 

N.C.P.I., 1985, a reprint of the work first published in 1909. 
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sparklingly clear. In the face of the implacable hostility of men and 
women (Col. 1:21), ‘the Face of God has appeared for the salvation of 
all men’ (Titus 2:11). 

In I Timothy 1:12-17, Paul describes his own experience of grace, ‘The 
grace of our Lord overflowed for me (A.V. ‘was exceeding abundant’) with 
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus’. The faith and love which he 
needed, but of himself would never have, was lavished upon him (cf. Eph. 
2:8-9). Furthermore, that grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the 
foundation of the world (II Tim. 1:9; Eph. 1:3-4; Rev. 13:8; etc.). It was 
ever God’s intention to save His elect and in doing so to restore creation to 
its own splendour (see Rom. 8:18-21).8 
The greatness of Face is, then, that far from allowing human evil to spoil 
creation, the Father sent the Son to take that evil and to destroy it ‘in his 
own body on the tree’, and so to restore men and women to glory. It has 
been said that ‘This action is completely unconditioned by any merit or 
claim in the objects of his love, nor is it hindered in any way by their 
unworthiness or indeed by their opposition’. 
LIVING IN GREAT GRACE 
A knowledge of the greatness of Face has always been a rich comfort for 
the people of God. In the face of the opposition of the Jewish Sanhedrin, the 
early church could pray with confidence, ‘Sovereign Lord... look upon their 
threats, and grant to thy 

                                                      
8 ‘Your own experience from day to day will sustain you, beloved brethren. I hope you 

have realised already, and will experience much more the power of the truth which you 
preach. I believe the doctrine of election, because I am quite sure that if God had not chosen 
me I should never have chosen Him; and I am sure he chose me before I was born, or else lie 
would never have chosen me afterwards; and tie must have elected me for masons unknown 
to me, for I could never find any mason in myself why He should have looked upon me with 
special love. So I am forced to accept that doctrine. I am bound to the doctrine of the 
depravity of the human heart, because I find myself depraved in heart, and have daily proofs 
that there dwelleth in my flesh no good thing. I cannot help holding that there must be an 
atonement before them can be pardon, because my conscience demands it, and my peace 
depends upon it. The little court within my own heart is not satisfied unless some retribution 
be exacted for dishonour done to God’. (C. H. Spurgeon, Lectures To My Students, Marshall, 
Morgan & Scott, London, 1954, p. 227.) 
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servants to speak thy word with all boldness’ (Acts 4:24, 29). They were 
aware that nothing in all creation could seperate them from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus.9 Acts 4:33 says that ‘great grace was upon them all’. God 
Himself was present with them to keep them in terms of the purposes which 
God has for them and creation (see Phil. 1:6). 
Conscious of their weaknesses and needs, the believers should know that 
there is a constant supply of grace (Heb. 4:16). God will bring them to the 
fulfilment of His purpose. His grace is sufficient for all their needs (II Cor. 
12:9; cf. Acts 20:32; Jude 24). 

GRACE AND HOLINESS 

In spite of the charges that are often levelled against the doctrine of grace, it 
is simply impossible to ‘continue in sin that grace may abound’ (Rom. 6: 1). 
The reason is that grace has united the believer with Christ in his death to 
sin. Hence Paul said to Titus that, ‘the grace of God has appeared for the 
salvation of all men, training us to renounce irreligion and worldly 
passions, and to live sober, upright and godly lives in this world...’ (2:11--
12). If God’s grace has boca so richly lavished on us, with forgiveness, 
adoption and imperishable inheritance, how could we not now move on to 
be like Christ? “When we see him, we shall be like him.’ It is inconceivable 
that with such a hope we should not purify ourselves as he is pure (I John 
3:2-3). 
Paul, therefore, exhorted the Corinthians ‘not to accept the grace of God in 
vain’ (II Cor. 6:1), that is, in an empty, purposeless manner. In this context, 
the writer of Hebrews expresses a similar concern: ‘Strive for peace with all 
men, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. See to it 
that no one fail to obtain the grace of God . . .’ (12:14-15). Let those of us 
who know the grace of God go on to know its full flowering in likeness to 
Christ. 
Two questions must be faced: (a) Have we received the grace of 

                                                      
9 ‘As for my own pan, this doctrine is my daily support: I should utterly shrink under a 

dread of my impending trials, was I not firmly persuaded that God has chosen me in Christ 
from before the foundation of the world, and. that now being effectually called, he will suffer 
none to pluck me out of his mighty hand.’ (George Whitfield, quoted in, Arnold 
Dallimore,George Whitfield, Vol. 2, Banner of Truth, 1979, p. 559.) 
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God in Christ? (b) Are we presently receiving the grace of God in vain? 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all (II Cor. 13: 14). 
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STUDY ELEVEN 

PROCLAMATION AND TRIUNE GOD 

(by Geoffrey Bingham) 

INTRODUCTION: THE TRIUNE GOD AND THE GOOD NEWS 

The Good News Prior to Creation 

We have seen in most--if not all--our studies that God works i. triune 
manner, i.e. the three Persons are present in every work, so that the work is 
then of the one true God. Before we examine the proclamation and the 
participation by the Persons in it. we must first see God’s intention in 
regard to salvation. I Peter 1:2 is a good starting point, ‘... chosen and 
destined by God the Father and sanctified by the Spirit for obedience to 
Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood’ (cf. Eph. 1:3-14; II Thess. 
2:12-13; II Tim. 1:9). This preparation or counsel of God is ‘from times 
eternal’ (ap’ aionos), so that in I Peter 1:2 we are seeing God’s intention 
prior to creation. 
 

The Announcement of the Good News in Time 

The good news (euaggelion) really begins with the fact of the tree of life 
(Gen. 2:9), but being withheld from it because of sin was 
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‘bad news’. Then Genesis 3:15 speaks of the vanquishing of evil by ‘the 
Bruiser’, and that is good news. We can call the covenant with Abraham 
‘good news’ because it was to bless all the nations (Gen. 12:2-3), especially 
as it referred to justification from sin (Rom. 4:3; cf. Gal. 3:9, 14). in Luke 
1:68-79 the Abrahamic covenant is linked with the coming of Christ. Jesus 
in turn referred his death to the New Covenant (Jer. 31:31-34; cf. Matt. 
26:28), and so the fact of the Gospel was presented. The proclamation by 
John and Jesus that the Kingdom of heaven was at hand was the fulfilment 
of Isaiah 52:7, i.e. ‘Thy God reigns!’ for this was the message given by the 
prophetic gospeller. 
 

The Forming of the Good News in Time 

The Cross-Resurrection achievement of Jesus thus formed the Gospel, once 
planned by God and now completed. I Peter 1:10-11 shows this Gospel was 
anticipated by the Holy Spirit in the prophets, and came into fulfilment in 
Jesus. It is clear that the Father, Son and Spirit worked in Israel in 
preparation of the Gospel, Israel being the matrix of Messiah (John 5:17; I 
Cor. 10: 1-4; Isa. 63: 10ff.). Thus the Trinitarian operation of salvation is 
completed in Jesus and the way is prepared for the proclamation of that 
(completed) Gospel. 
 

THE COMMISSSIONING OF THE PROCLAIMERS 

When we grasp the principle that the Gospel is ‘the Good News’ 
(euaggelion), but also that it is ‘the Proclamation’ (kerygma), i.e. ‘the 
announcement’, and that the announcement is really the decree of the king 
or emperor and must be obeyed under pain of death, then we see the 
proclaimers are not just persons who take it into their head to proclaim. 
They must be certified, since the kerygma means the Gospel is something 
we obey (Rom. 1:4-5; 15:18; 16:26; Acts 
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6:7; Rom. 10:16; II Thess. 1:7-8). Thus Paul asks, ‘how can men preach 
unless they are sent?’ (Rom. 10:15). 
 

‘The Great Commission’ 

The passages at the ends of the four Gospels, and Acts 1:1-8, give us some 
understanding of the work of the Father, Son and Spirit in what has been 
called ‘the commissioning’. The following things are seen: 
 
(i) As the Father has sent the Son, so the Son sends the apostles (John 
20:21; cf. John 17:18). 
 
(ii) The Son gives the Spirit (John 20:22-23; cf. Acts 2:33), and also 
demands they wait for the promise of the Father, i.e. the Spirit (Luke 24:49; 
Acts 1:4, 5, 8; cf. Gal. 3:14; Eph 1:14). Even so, the Father has given the 
Son to send the Spirit (John chs 14-16; Acts 2:33). The coming of the Spirit 
and the times of the Gospel are in the Father’s hands (Acts 1:7-8). 
 
We conclude then that the commissioning of the apostles (and so the 
church) is a triune work of God. 

The Triune Work in the Ministry of Proclamation 

 

(i) The church is commissioned by Christ to take the Gospel to the world. 
Christ works with the apostles ‘and lo, I am with you always, to the close of 
the [i.e. this] age’ (Matt. 28:20). His ascension does not take away his 
presence, for in Mark 16:19 we read, ‘So when the Lord Jesus, after he had 
spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of 
God. And they went forth and preached everywhere, 
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while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by the 
signs that attended it’. The continuing work is Christ’s as in I 
Corinthians 15:24-28, whilst at the same time being that of the 
church. 

 
(ii) The gift of the Holy Spirit has been given (a) to lead men and women 

(especially via the apostles) into all truth (John 16:12-1; cf. I John 
2:22-27; I John 5:7), (b) to empower them to preach the Gospel (1 
Cor. 2:4-5; I Thess. 1:5; I Pet. 1:10-12; Heb. 2:3-4), (c) to bring 
conviction of sin, righteousness and judgement (John 16:7-11), (d) to 
lead men and women into the experience of the Father (Gal. 4:4-6: 
Rom. 8:14-17), (e) to fill His people with love by which alone 
proclamation can come to action (Rom. 5:5; II Cor. 5:14; Col. 1:8), 
and (f) to guide and lead the church in its outward movement to the 
ends of the earth (Acts 1:8; cf. 13:1-4; 16:6-10; etc.). Note: By the 
Spirit gifts and weapons are given for the proclamation, and these 
must be used in a spiritual way (i.e. by the Spirit’s direction and 
control), or they are of no effect. 

 
(iii) God is with the proclaimers attesting their word, i.e. His word. See 

Acts 4:29, 31, 33; 14:1-3; 19:11; Hebrews 2:1-4. Note: The church is 
‘in the Father’ (I Thess. 1:1; II Thess. 1:1), as it is also ‘in Christ’ and 
‘in the Spirit’. 
 

THE BLESSING THAT IS UPON THE CHURCH 

II Corinthians 13:14 speaks of the grace of Christ, the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit as the blessing by which the church proclaims. 
Thus the Triune God enables the church to proclaim in great power and so 
to fulfil the will of God. 
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STUDY TWELVE 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP IN THE 
TRIUNE GOD 

(by Martin B leby) 

WORSHIP AND SERVICE 

To worship God is to serve Him, and to serve God is to worship Him. Same 
Greek word in New Testament, e.g. Romans 12:1: RSV ‘spiritual worship’, 
KJV ‘reasonable service’, and Revelation 7:15 ‘serve him day and night 
within his temple’. 
‘Worship’ in English from ‘worth-ship’—honour and service given to some 
worthy personage. In Greek latreuo meant originally to be in a position of 
service towards someone in a household (cf. Acts 27:23; John 9:31). 
Genesis 1:28 spells out man’s terms of service (worship)—very practical. In 
all this we are to honour God as God and give thanks to Him (Rom. 1:21). 
Otherwise, we will worship and serve the creature rather than the Creator 
(Rom. 1:25). 
 

WORSHIP AND PRAYER 

Prayer is the dialogue that occurs within this worshipful relationship of 
servant to Master. Much of it is learning the Master’s will. 
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‘Prayer is first knowing what God wants, and then asking for it to happen’ 
(LFS 13, p. 48). 

Deeper than master-servant relationship. Father-son (see John 15:15; 16:23, 
26-27). 
Rich prayer-communication in the garden of Eden (Gen. 3:8). 
 

WORSHIPPING MAN AND THE WORSHIPFUL GOD 

Man is a worshipping creature because he is made by and in the image of a 
worshipful God--worthy of worship. 
Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10; 11:16-18; 15:3-4; 19:1-2, 3, 5, 6-8, 10. 
Worshipping God is acknowledging God as He really is, and living 
accordingly. 
Contrast vapid, self-motivated worship. Some of us need to be changed 
from being worshippers of worship. Hebrews 12:28--the truth, solid and 
real. Hebrews chapter 13---good practical worship. 
 

FALSE WORSHIP 

So powerful is the Creator’s impact on the way we are made that we cannot 
not worship. If we will not worship Him, we will worship a substitute (Josh. 
24: 14-15). God Himself will make sure that we do (Acts 7:42). See G. 
Bingham, Dear, Darling Idols: Lords and Gods Piffling and Apalling. 
Joshua 24:19 ‘he is a holy God’. Getting idolatry and sin out of the human 
heart is no light thing. 
 

A LITTLE PRAYER AND A BIG ANSWER 

Psalm 18: 
1-6, a little prayer 
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7-19, a big answer 
‘I know the trouble I need to go to redeem you, and I will dislodge the 
foundations of the universe to do it’ (see Mark 15:34). 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERVENER 

What is the nature of the ‘prayer life’ of the Trinity? 
Heavenly intercession (Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:26, 27, 34). The Son and the 
Spirit with the Father. 
‘Intercede’ entugchano comes from word that means ‘make contact with’, 
‘engage’ with person or in activity, ‘be on the spot’ (TDNT VIII). 
One Mediator (I Tim. 2:5; Isa. ch. 59; 63:1-9, 16)—the divine Intervener. A 
robe soaked in His own blood (Acts 20:28; Rev. 19:13). 
The Father is the Intervener first of all (Rom. 8:31-33, 39). The Son 
intervenes for us (Rom. 8:34-39; II Tim. 4:15-18). The Spirit has the 
ministry of intervention-(Rom. 26-27)—seismic thunderings, great 
openings up and massive changes within us. 
Then we can pray, worship and serve the Creator. 
 

A CONSCIENCE PURIFIED FOR SONSHIP 

Hebrews 9:14. The starting point for all prayer and worship, and the only 
basis for it. We cannot serve God, and He will not listen to our prayer, 
while we are still in our sin, outside of our redemption. But now Luke 1:74-
75; II Timothy 1:3; Acts 24: 14-16. 
Redeemed and cleansed for sonship (Eph. 1:3-7; Gal. 4:4-7; Rom. 8: 14-17. 
A Trinitarian experience. 
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THE MERCIES OF GOD 

 
Romans 12:1. What are ‘the mercies of God’? Everything Paul has written 
about in Romans chapters 1-11. Out of all of that, worship, serve, and pray. 
 

PIETISM—WORSHIP AND PRAYER OUTSIDE THE CROSS 

Possible to extract from earthly life of Jesus principles and models of prayer 
which bypass the act of redemption in the Cross (e.g. from John 11:41-42; 
Matt. 6:9; 18:19-20; Mark 14:36). But see John 10:17, 14:31 and chapter 17 
for the true focus of the Father -Son relationship. Prayer and worship not set 
firmly in the context of the Cross and the Lordship of Jesus will be pietistic-
-a selfconscious activity performed for the sake of itself. With this goes 
ritualism--considered to have efficacy of itself (Matt. 6:7), asceticism (Col. 
2:23), mysticism (Col. 2:18-19). Will also issue in social action by which 
we take matters into our own hands, away from God. 
The Triune God is the God of the Cross, and no other. 
 

FORGIVENESS AND WORSHIP AND PRAYER 

The only formal structure for worship that Jesus left us is the Lord’s 
Supper, the sacrament of his death (I Cor. 11:26), the new covenant in his 
blood for the forgiveness of sins (Matt. 26:26-29). 
Jesus insisted that there can be no prayer or worship if you are not in 
forgiveness (Mark 11:25; Matt. 5:23-24; 6:12, 14-15; 18:19-35; see also 
Eph. 4:32), i.e. if you are not living in and from the mighty act of our 
redemption through the Cross. 
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP IN THE TRIUNE GOD 

 
We have now been brought into the centre of a massive operation, like the 
dynamo of a power station, sending out terrific power and effect. Except 
that the only power is the ‘weakness’ of love. 
What is going on? (I Cor. 15:23-28). The judgements set in motion by the 
Lamb (Rev. ch. 5ff.). 
Where are our prayers in all this? (Rev. 5:8; 8:3-5). And our worship? (Rev. 
7:9-12). 
 

WORSHIP, PRAYER, AND PROCLAMATION 

Romans 1:9-15. The thrust of Paul’s service and prayer is wholly towards 
the spread of the Gospel, the extolling of God’s glories among the nations 
(Rom. 15:8-12, 16). Even to death (Phil. 2:17). 
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STUDY THIRTEEN 

 

THE PRACTICE OF LOVE IN THE 
TRIUNE GOD 

(by Grant Thorpe) 

The New Testament abounds with calls for the children of God to love one 
another, and all men. The apostles were assured that such a life was 
eminently possible--that nothing remained in the way of this being so. They 
were clear that the church was frequently caught in the old life actions of 
resentment, jealousy and the like, but were confident in their proclamation 
and exhortation that this could all be put away--in favour of the new life of 
love in the Father, the Son and the Spirit. 
 

LIVING IN THE LOVE OF THE FATHER 

The Book of I John shows that love is uniquely the character and gift of 
God. It has been demonstrated by Him—in His Son—and communicated to 
us by the Spirit. But the Book also shows that this love flows through us, is 
perfected in us, and is demonstrated by us to the world as we serve those 
who need our care. 
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In more detail now, I John says: 
 
• by keeping God’s word or commandment the love of God is 

perfected in us (2:46); 
• we cannot love the world (as it has painted itself) and love the Father 

at the same time (2: 1517); 
• the love of the Father has been expressed in our being His children, having 

His nature, and that sinning has no part in this (3:1-10); 
• God’s love in us is expressed in practical service of our brothers 

(3:17-18); 
•  the love of the Father is always experienced by us in the Father’s 

sending of Christ to be the propitiation for our sins--i.e. it is never 
uniquely our own love; it is, rather, the outworking (perfecting) of 
His (4:7-12); 

• the perfecting of love in us is expressed in our no longer fearing 
judgement (I John 4:18); 

•  the love that is perfected in us loves God and the brother as one 
action (4: 17-21); i.e. we could have no assurance before God if we 
harboured hatred for a brother (3: 19-21). 

 
Having immediate access to the Father destroys all need for egotism, 
competitiveness, jealousy, etc. (Eph. 2:13-18). 
 

LIVING IN THE LOVE OF THE SON 

It is somewhat artificial to sectionalize our topic, but it is helpful to 
consider the love of the Son and our living in that. 
The love of the Son is first for the Father; it was for this that he yielded up 
his life (John 14:31). 
It is the love which the Father had for the Son and which the Son 
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had for the Father which Christ prayed that we may share (John 17:22-26). 
Paul prayed that believers may be inwardly fortified by the Spirit and 
indwelt by Christ in order that they may know the love of Christ, and (as a 
parallel statement) that they may be filled with all the fullness of God (Eph. 
3: 14--19). He continued by pleading with the Ephesians to live with 
meekness, patience and forbearance, and eagerness to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit. 
The love of the Son is known by us not merely as a sentiment but as his 
very practical action of bearing, in our place, the awful burden that was 
upon us (II Cor. 5:14-15). 
It is likely that the difficulties we have in rising up to the great truth of love 
is not intellectual or theological, nor a matter of our unlovely past or 
unsteady performance, but that we harbour a hatred which we would prefer 
to keep. We should be encouraged to forsake such pettiness and live in the 
full flow of God’s provision in love. 
 

LIVING IN THE LOVE OF THE SPIRIT 

The Holy Spirit, as the Spirit of the Father and of the Son, is the executor of 
the divine purpose. By him the Son gave up his life (Heb. 9:14). By him 
also the church participates in kingdom activity (Rom. 15:30). 
Much of what God has for the Christian is still ahead, and the Spirit, who is 
the Spirit of the future, is God’s effusion of love, given to us, keeping hope 
alive (Rom. 5:3-5). (Love without hope is sterile and not true love from 
God: I Cor. 13:7.) 
Therefore, we are to walk by the Spirit--as distinct from pleasing the whims 
of our flesh--and know love, joy, peace, etc. (Gal. 5: 16-24). 
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STUDY FOURTEEN 

LIVING IN GOD’S HOLY FAMILY 

(by Martin Bleby) 

EXPERIENCING GOD’S FATHERHOOD 

A ‘Father-shaped blank’ in each of us, which needs must be filled with the 
Father Himself. And it is. 

‘To tumble into the arms of God who loves us freely is the highest point 
of human experience. “Abba! Father!” is the cry which indicates the 
return of one’s true humanity’ (The Day of the Spirit, p. 287). 

The revelation of true Fatherhood and Sonship in the Cross. 
We need to see our individual experiences in the cosmic context as set out 
in the Scriptures. God is our Father by creation (Luke 3:38; Acts 17:28-29), 
and by redemption (Isa. 63: 16; I John 3:1-3). 
 

THE ORIGIN OF FAMILY 

Ephesians 3:14-15. 
‘Father... family’--’pater . . . patria’. 
Family is a Father-thing. You cannot have any family without the Father. 
Family by its very nature is derived from the Father, structured from Him 
and ordered by Him. 
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(What about the mother? Both fathers and mothers are created by the 
Father. All familyhood is from Him, an action of His Fatherhood.) 
Acts 17:24-29; Luke 3:38. Every family on earth is concretely derived from 
the Father by the act of creation. 
Ephesians 3: 15--all family relationships are derived from the Father. Our 
relating to one another within and across families cannot be done rightly 
apart from God as Father. 
 

THE FATHER’S PLAN FOR HIS FAMILY 

Ephesians 1:3-10. ‘Family planning’ before the foundation of the world. 
Unlimited--see Revelation 7:9. 
Having a family is not what makes Him Father. He is always eternally the 
Father of the Son, and of us only in him, creationally (Col. 1:17; I Cor. 8:6) 
and redemptionally (Eph. 1:7). 
There are many families on earth, but it is the Father’s plan in the end to 
have only one Family (as there is only one Son). Foreshadowed from the 
beginning (Acts 17:26). 
 

THE FAMILY LIFE OF THE TRINITY 

Not ‘family life’ as we know it. Father is not like a father, is the Father. Son 
is not like a son, is the Son. 
John 3:35: 5: 19, 20, 30; 14:24; 8:29--how the true Father and true Son 
relate to each other, as shown in Jesus’ earthly life. 
Applicable to our own family relationships? Yes, and no. John 10: 17; 
14:31*-focussed on the work of the Cross—an action that none of us can be 
involved in as subjects, only as objects. 
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of the Son and of the Father (e.g. Gal. 4:6; 
Matt. 10:20). He is intimately involved as agent in everything the Father 
and the Son do. He brings it through to us. 
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THE MAKING OF THE FAMILY 

Hebrews 2:10-18. 
The Son (eternally begotten) and the sons (created) both originate from the 
Father. ‘he is not ashamed to call them brethren’, by identification and 
propitiation, and so by intervention on our behalf. A good Father, and a 
wonderful big brother. 
 

THE NEW FAMILY IN THE SON 

At the foot of the Cross (John 19:26-27). The beginning of a whole new 
Family, related by forgiveness through the blood of the Son, in practical 
care (I Tim. 5: 1-2). 
Mark 3:31-35. These relationships in the Family of God are primary, even 
within our own families. Children do not need perfect parents, but they do 
need parents who know the total forgiveness of God, and live every day in 
the truth of it. Better someone who knows how to say ‘sorry’, because he 
knows God’s forgiveness, than someone who, because he doesn’t know it, 
can never afford to be wrong. 
Jesus clear on what has primacy in a choice between Family of God and 
blood relationships (Matt. 10:34-38). The Gospel and its preaching will 
divide. But there is something bigger and more important than just Mum, 
Dad and the kids (Mark 10:29-30). 
But the commandments still apply (Mark 7:9-13; Eph. 5:15--6:9). 
 

THE FAMILY AND THE FAMILIES 

God’s covenant-promises are to families (Gen. 12: 1-3; 15:5). Israel is ‘my 
first-born son’ (Exod. 4:22) in anticipation of and preparation for the 
coming of the Son. On the Cross, Israel is reduced to a 
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remnant of one—the first-born son. This is for the fulfilment of the promise 
to Abraham that through the offspring (Gal. 3:16) all the families of the 
earth would be blessed (see Eph. ch. 2; Rom. chs 9-11). A new humanity 
minted at the Cross, a new Family forged out of Israel and all the nations, in 
a unity that cannot be broken. That furnace of the Cross is still sufficient to 
fuse and forge every broken relationship into the one Family of God. Note: 
a Trinitarian experience. 
 

THE FAMILY AND MATURITY 

One of the main purposes for living in families is that we should grow up! 
Ephesians 4:13-16, ‘no longer children’. I Corinthians 14:20, Hebrews 5:14. 
‘The men should pray’ (I Tim. 2:8). 
The word of God is to be spoken, so that ‘all things be done for edification’ 
(I Cor. ch. 14). 
Keep in touch with the Body--stay on centre, stabilized. 
 

THE FAMILY AND THE FAMILY HOME 

The creation--a home for the Family to live in (Gen. 2:15; 1:28). Through 
our fall from obedience, the creation has suffered untold disruption and 
harm (Gem 3:17-18; Jer. 2:12-13; Isa. 24:4-6; Hosea 4: 1-3; Lev. 18:25). 
Yet we have been promised the earth as our inheritance in the Son (Rom. 
4:13; Heb. 1:2). As far as the creation is concerned, everything now hangs 
on us coming into our inheritance as sons, the Family, of the Father (Rom. 
8:18-24). This will be the remaking and setting free of the whole creation 
for dynamic purposeful being. 
But this is not happening yet, nor will it in this age (see Rom. 8:23-24). 
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THE FAMILY AND RESURRECTION 

 
The raising from the dead on the last day is when the Family of God really 
comes into its own. 
This is true of Jesus (Rom. 1:3-4), ‘the first-born from the dead’ (Col. 1:18; 
I Cor. 15:20-23), and of us (Luke 20:34-36). So the Family of God is not 
just a present reality. The full reality is in the future. We live now in the 
light of that (I John 3: 1-3). 
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STUDY FIFTEEN 

 

FULFILLING GOD’S PLAN 

(by Geoffrey Bingham) 

INTRODUCTION: THE PLAN OF GOD 

What do we mean by ‘the plan of God’? We see the answer in the general 
principle that from before time God has planned the telos or goal of 
creation, i.e. the completion of history in the triumph of the new heavens 
and the new earth—’the new world’ (Matt. 19:28) otherwise known as ‘the 
regeneration’ (palagginesia). In Isaiah 65: 17ff. and 66:22ff. there are 
predictions of this new situation, but such are found in other forms such as 
in Isaiah 2: 1-4- and 11:1-10. 
In the command given to newly created man to ‘fill up the earth’ a telos is 
implied. In the covenant made with Abraham there is another telos 
indicated, i.e. all the nations shall come into blessing. In Israel’s history we 
see wider implications suggested for the temple and for Zion, such as in 
Isaiah 2:lff.; 56:6ff. and numerous other places, e.g. the new temple is 
Christ, is his people, is the church. It will be the Holy City. All these things 
suggest a plan. 
In Ephesians 1:3-14; 3:1-11; I Corinthians 2:10; II Timothy 1:9; and the 
Book of the Revelation (cf. 7:1-10; 12:1-17; 13:8; 19:15ff.; ch. 20; 21: 1-8) 
the whole plan unfolds, and in fact completes itself, i.e. God completes it. 
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A TRIUNE WORKING IN THE TRIUNE PLAN 

In Ephesians 1:3-14 Paul shows that the Father predetermined what would 
happen. Everything was to happen ‘in Christ’. At the same time it required 
‘the promised Holy Spirit’ (v. 13). In Ephesians 3:1-11 ‘the mystery of the 
plan’ is in the Father’s hand. He has planned all things through Christ and 
has, in fact, effected them by him (Eph. 3:11) and the Cross (Rev. 5:lff.). 
The principle of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit working in creation (Gen. 
1:1; Heb. 11:3; Ps. 33:6-9; 104:29-30; 148:5-6; Heb. 1:2-3; Col. 1:15-16; 
John 1:1-3; Gen. 1:2; Job 33:4), and then in providence sustaining and 
aiding the life of all things (I Cor. 8:6; Heb. 2:10; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2-3; Job 
33:4; Ps. 104:29-30) is found in the shaping up and effecting of salvation. 
Likewise the renewal of creation is through the Father, the Son and the 
Spirit. We coin terms such as ‘the Father is Initiator’, ‘the Son is Mediator’, 
and ‘the Spirit is Agent’, for this is how the Persons work in all events of 
history. 
 

WHAT ARE THE ELEMENTS OF THE PLAN? 

(i) The whole of the plan is to do with creation. Redemption is not the 
peak point of the plan, but ‘the new creation’, i.e. the ‘renewed creation’. I 
Peter 4:19 calls God ‘a faithful Creator’. If the creation fails then God fails. 
His creating is not confined to the initial creation, for (a) He keeps creating, 
and not simply naturally by cause and affect: each created thing is a fresh 
creation, and (b) He creates new things, new situations—and so on (see Isa. 
48:3-7; 65:17ff.; 66:22; Rom. 4:17). 
 

(ii) The plan has to do with Redemption. Because of the rebellion of 
celestial powers (see Rev. 12) and humanity (Gen. 3:1-6; 
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cf. Rom. l:21ff.), man was doomed for death and destruction. God’s counsel 
prior to time was to redeem man. This counsel was not prompted in time by 
man’s fall. All that we can say is the planning was totally of grace. 
 
(iii) Because of Redemption, the Messiah was to (a) unite all things (Eph. 
1.’9-10), (b) fill all things (Eph.4:10), (c) reconcile all things (Col. 1:19-21), 
and (d) harmonize all things (Col. 3:14). This process is mentioned in 
Romans 1:18-25 (cf. II Cor. 4:16-18). 
 
(iv) The plan purposed to (a) make man holy and blameless, and (b) to give 
him sonship (Eph. 1: 4-7). Sonship was to be the peak of the work of grace, 
so that man would now relate to God as Father, and be pan of His family or 
household. 
 
(v) The plan included the ultimate triumph of the Kingdom of God as the 
nations would come under obedience (of faith) to Christ. The elect would 
inherit the Kingdom, and indeed become ‘a kingdom of priests’, and reign 
upon the earth for ever. This would include the defeat of all evil forces, 
both celestial and terrestrial. 
 
Note: All these things when completed will show that God is ‘a faithful 
Creator’. Without Redemption this could not be shown, for it is by Christ 
that God has effected the defeat of evil, the liberation of His elect, and the 
fullness of His Family. 
 

MAN AND THE TRIUNE GOD 

We may think that God alone works, but the truth is that He has called man 
to be His ‘covenant partner’. He called man to share in the creational 
mandate (Gen. 1:28f.). He redeemed the fallen world by a man (Jesus), and 
He commissioned man to take the Gospel of  
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the Kingdom and Salvation to the ends of the earth. Hence elect man is a 
co-worker with God (cf. I Cor. 3:9; II Cor. 5:20; 6:1). God chooses to work 
out His plan through His redeemed people. 
God’s people have a working and serving purpose. Works are their 
vocational actions (Matt. 5:16; Eph. 2:10; Titus 2:14; Rev. chs 2 and 3; 
14:13). Serving and worshipping are the one (Rom. 12:1-2; Heb. 9:14; Rev. 
7:14---15). The plan of God has incorporated within it, the working, 
worshipping, serving actions of His people. They work with Him to 
complete this plan, and they will hear His, ‘Well done, you good and 
faithful servant! Enter into the joy of your Lord! ‘, and also ‘Come beloved 
of my Father, enter the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world’. 
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